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Chera:  Could you introduce yourself as a teacher? Maybe elaborate a little bit on your 
teaching career: who you taught, how long you taught? 
 
Ms. Stewart: Okay. I’m Andrea Stewart, I’m teaching Chemistry (regular and AP) here at 
Atholton and it’s my first year here. Day 5. I just moved to Maryland from Connecticut; I 
was teaching in Hartford, Connecticut, and I had been teaching for the past four years at 
a public performing arts magnet school. I was teaching a couple different levels of Biology 
and a couple different levels of Chemistry there too.  
 
Chera:  Cool. Do you like Biology better or Chemistry better? 
 
Ms. Stewart: Well, that’s kind of a loaded question, but I majored in Biology and 
Psychology at college, actually, and also did the equivalent of a Chemistry minor. Now as 
a teacher, I really enjoy both. I like Chemistry a lot more now having taught it and really 
having to think about the “why” behind things. Also, I think I would never have majored 
originally in Chemistry in college because my high school Chemistry experience was really 
limited. I feel like I didn’t get a lot out of it at first.  
 
Chera:  Based on your time at Atholton, how is this school’s environment or students or 
fellow teachers different from or similar to any other school(s) you have taught at? 
 
Ms. Stewart: Yeah. Atholton is really special. I have been lucky enough to teach at two 
very unique schools so far, (though) obviously I’ve only been here (for) a little while. 
What I’ve noticed so far about Atholton is the community. For sure. First amongst the 
teachers, because that’s when we first came in and had teacher training. It’s really nice to 
be working in a pretty big department; everyone is very helpful, supportive, willing to 
share ideas, and help me find where things are when I get lost on the first floor. Then I 
met my students; they’re pretty fantastic, excited to learn; they’re focused on what they’re 
doing but not afraid to reveal their personality, which is great. I really find it important to 
get to know my students too, but it’s also great to have students that are like “Alright, 
let’s do this!” (laughs) 
 
Chera:  Yeah. You said that you taught at a performing arts school? So is that a lot 
different?  
 



Ms. Stewart: I don’t think I know yet. I think it’s different. The system that I taught in; it 
was the Hartford Public School System. They chose to decentralize the high schools and 
essentially divide them up into smaller, themed, almost academies, but they were still 
public. So my school was different from Atholton in that there was a ton of performing 
arts stuff; our students all had majors. We didn’t have any sports teams. I think 
everywhere, my students are into something: whether it’s vocal performance or football or 
community service or newspaper, I always like to find out what my students are into. It is 
a little different in that my school was a lot smaller. We only had about 300 students 
across all four grades. So, you know, we’ve got about 5 times that here. So it’s definitely 
bigger; I’ve gotten lost more. In general, though, awesome students in both places. I was 
actually surprised when I noticed that students in performing arts are really into science 
as well.  
 
Chera:  Awesome. Why did you decide to become a teacher? Did you ever regret 
becoming a teacher? If you have, what other job would you like to try having? 
 
Ms. Stewart: That’s an interesting question. Because I am still relatively new, in that you 
meet teachers who teach for 40 years, and I’m on my 5th, I still almost feel like it’s too 
soon to tell. But day to day, I really enjoy teaching. If I didn’t, I wouldn’t be here. I think 
that’s not fair to my students. Everybody deserves a teacher who is excited to come in and 
then wants to teach them. I was not a person who grew up thinking to become a teacher; I 
was more of an introvert. Being up in front of my classes everyday is tiring, but fun, but 
tiring. But I found that the activities that I participated in high school and college kind of 
centered around teaching. I was a dance teacher; I worked at an academic summer camp; I 
was a TA in college for Intro-Bio; I really enjoyed breaking concepts down and helping 
people understand. One of my friends said: “You know you’d be a good teacher.” (laughs) 
I really do like it. I went to a school that was kind of heavy in the sciences, lots of 
different science majors, and so everyone who was a bio major was pre-med for a little 
while. My pre-med moment was short because I realized early on that the idea of doing 
surgery on someone else was just too much for me. Medicine is important and I find it 
fascinating, and the body, and a lot of stuff I was studying at the time was very 
interesting. Getting to spend more time with the knowledge was more intriguing. I 
thought I would do some research for a while, I did do some research and found that a 
little too solitary. I use my psychology major, more than everyone thinks I would, in 
teaching, because, I really like the human connection part of teaching as well.  
 
Chera:  How would you define a “good teacher”? Bouncing off of your experiences as both 
a teacher and a student, what are some of their traits?  
 



Ms. Stewart: I think that a good teacher has to enjoy what they’re teaching. “Today I’m 
going to teach you something awesome and here’s why!” That way, students get to know 
that there is a purpose for what they are doing. I don’t think teachers should be afraid to 
connect with their students. Some schools don’t encourage that as much, and I’m really 
happy that atholton does. If I gave the same exact lecture to every class then I could be 
easily replaced with a computer (laughs). So I think that knowing your students and their 
interests / what they can connect to is just as important. They should be able to get 
students excited about what can be deemed as mundane things.  
 
Chera:  So do you mean that maybe it’s less of being strict / distant and more of being 
approachable? 
 
Ms. Stewart: I think approachable and strict can both happen.  
 
(Mrs. Scible comes to check in for Ms. Stewart:) 
Ms. Stewart: See? Another example of my supportive colleagues. Go Team Science! 
 
(resumes) I think that if you are clear about your expectations, then students will meet 
you there. I find me able to talk about the rules separate from myself sometimes. “So 
here’s how we want to operate as a class, but I also care about you as a human.” (laughs) 
You don’t want to have that feeling where you’re not sure who’s driving the bus.  
 
Chera:  What is your favorite color? 
 
Ms. Stewart: Probably some sort of teal or aqua. I don’t always have a favorite color, but 
when I pick them out, I tend to end up with a lot of blue. I think the color is calming.  
 
Chera:  Now describe that color to a person who cannot see.  
 
Ms. Stewart: Some adjectives would be: cool (as in temperature), a crisp or minty flavor, 
relaxing.  
 
Chera:  What is one thing you always complain about? 
 
Ms. Stewart: I will frequently complain about being lost, not knowing where I am, or if I 
don’t know where I’m getting, that will bother me. I feel like I’m constantly asking myself 
“But how do I get there? But how do I do this?”. 
 



Also mentally. I like having a plan. I like to know where I am on my plan. It’s good to 
know that I’m on track versus I’m wandering around and not accomplishing anything.  
 
Chera:  If given the ability, how would you change the world in a way that you would 
never have to complain about getting lost anymore?  
 
Ms. Stewart: Oh, I would just like the world to make more sense sometimes. I have a 
creative side, but sometimes my logic takes over and when there’s no logic to something or 
I can’t see the logic, then I struggle with it. That being said, I would like to find the logic 
in all things that I find confusing.  
 
Chera:  What makes you weird (as in unique)? Weird family traditions? Weird talents? 
Weird habits? 
 
Ms. Stewart: I mean I think everyone’s a little weird. This is not something that is 
completely weird, but I am not a person that feels uncomfortable in complete silence. Some 
people find that strange. I could sit next to someone and we could eat a meal; if we don’t 
talk, I’m fine with that. Especially if I know that person, and I think that’s what strikes 
most people as weird, being that my job includes a lot of talking. Yeah. I can definitely sit 
in silence for a while.  
 
Chera:  If you were to die right now, what would be your last words and why? 
Ms. Stewart: Well, I don’t want to be too corny, but I think it would be something like “I 
tried really hard.” (laughs) You know, and I’d think that saying so would be satisfying. I 
want to make it clear that I don’t regret, and there’s not something that I’m like “Oh I 
wish I’d done that”. I did try really hard; I hope people remember me.  
 
Chera:  Do you have a phrase / word that you say all the time? 
 
Ms. Stewart: I think there is, but I’m struggling to think about it. I know there’s one, and 
if you ask my students they would probably know. But I’m never above a corny joke.  
 
Chera:  One last fact / interesting thing about yourself that you want others to know? 
 
Ms. Stewart: Random fact? A random fact that people tend to be surprised by is that I’m 
the shortest in my family and I’m 5’10”. The countertops are higher where I grew up. 
(laughs) My mom is about 6 feet tall; my dad is about 6’2”, and my brother’s around 6’3” 
or 6’4”. They say genetically you’re supposed to fall between the heights of your parents; 
we did not. My mom was really happy that I was a little shorter than her. She had a hard 



time finding pants long enough and all that. I wouldn’t mind being taller, because I think 
it’s easier now. A lot of people are surprised by that one. My brother’s younger than me, 
so when he started passing in height there was a phase in high school (he’s two years 
younger) when everyone thought we were twins. I always said: “No, he’s going to be 
taller than me.” (laughs) 
 


