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“I think it’s a really good bonding 
experience for everyone and a lot of girls 

who never really talk to each other are 
all working for one main goal, and in 
that process we all got closer.” -Faryn 

Katz, on the Powderpuff game

“Obviously I had the best costume. 
Hands down. Period. You can fight 
me if you think otherwise.” -Sariah 
Thompson-James, on her Joanne the 

Scammer costume

“All of the seniors really wanted to 
come together as a whole for one of 

the spirit days. It was really fun to do 
something as a big group by includ-
ing the majority of the grade!” -Katie 
Gbekie, on the Senior class Red, White, 

and Blue day idea

A Celebration 50 Years in the Making
by Camden Gilreath
Sports Editor

Juniors show their school spirit and class pride at the outdoor pep rally on Friday, October 21st.
Courtesy of Atholton High School

    Homecoming brings excitement every year as students and 
staff plan months ahead for a fun week that marks the beginning 
to a new school year. However, this was not just any ordinary 
Homecoming, as this was not just any ordinary year. Atholton 
High School is celebrating its 50th anniversary this school year, 
as it opened in 1966 in Columbia, called Simpsonville at the time. 
    The administration, students, and community as a whole 
worked very hard and came out strong for the entire week to 
commemorate Atholton’s impressive and noteworthy milestone. 
Mrs. DeFrances noted that there was more effort involved in 
planning and execution than a normal Homecoming would have 
required. 
    “We already have a lot of activities going on, the traditional 
stuff: we always have the breakfast, we always have the parade, 
we always have Powderpuff, and the game,” she said. “But now 
we’re including 50th anniversary stuff, so trying to make sure we 
got all the regular stuff done, while also paying good homage to 
the fact that it was the 50th anniversary.”
   

Spirit Week
    This year, the week kicked off on Monday with “Red, White, 
and Blue” Day. The administration may have gotten some flak for 
changing the name of the day from the previous label, “‘Merica 
Monday,” but the students showed their spirit with flying colors 
regardless.           
    People showed up in all sorts of patriotic apparel across the 
school, but perhaps the most creative showcase for the day was 
the senior girls’ idea of dressing up as the fifty-plus Miss America 
pageant contestants. 
    The following day was Team Tuesday, where students donned 
their favorite sports team’s apparel, or made up their own squads. 
    Wednesday was the PSAT day, otherwise dubbed as “Senior 
Skip Day,” where the three underclassman grades take the long 
exam while seniors are supposed to take the day off for visiting 
colleges and working on college applications. It was also known 
as “Groutfit Day” in context of spirit week, where the students 
present at school wore their most comfortable lazy outfits or 
pajamas, in an attempt to make the long exam more bearable. 
    Thursday was the always necessary costume day, where the 
school saw many different characters and stereotypes acted out 
in many different ways. 
    The final day of the week leading up to Saturday’s Homecoming 
extravaganza was Color Day, when each class wears their 
assigned color to represent their current year: neon green for 
freshmen, dark green for sophomores, white for juniors, and 
black for seniors. Friday was also the day of the pep rally, which 
was outside for the second consecutive year. This again drew 
some criticism from students who enjoyed the activities being 
featured in the pep rally, but would have rather seen it indoors 
rather than on the football field.
     “Having it outdoors is more convenient for space, but it really 
separates the grades from each other and it’s hard to follow 
what’s going on,” said junior Veronica Adler. 
    This particular Homecoming was also the first to feature the 
new Homecoming Court structure, which is now gender neutral 
and consists of four people per class. Kelly McAllister, elected 

to the Senior court, talked about how valuable the experience 
was for her and how the recently adjusted model was a change 
for the better. 
    “The best part of being on Homecoming court, especially with 
the changes made this year, was being able to win with friends,” 
she said. “It’s cool how Atholton is one of the first schools to 
make this change to their Homecoming court and it’s really great 
how everyone is slowly being accepted into society, even all the 
way down to a school-wide level.”
    All in all, it was a very successful and enjoyable spirit week, 
creating lots of hype for the big day on Saturday.

Homecoming Day
    The festivities officially began on the morning of Saturday, 
October 22, starting with the Homecoming breakfast. Often 
overshadowed by the other events going on later in the day, 
Mrs. DeFrances pointed out how this is her favorite part of the 
celebration. 
    “I love the breakfast. I think the breakfast is probably, every 
year, my favorite part, only because you get a chance to see a 
lot of people. There’s so many people interacting, and it’s a very 
casual thing.”
    After everyone’s early morning hunger is satisfied, here comes 
the parade. Typically travelling through a longer route, this year 
it was confined to Freetown Road to make room time-wise for 
other activities. 
    “It was great,” Mrs. DeFrances said. “I actually think that 
worked really well just coming down Freetown Road; sometimes 
it gets a little bogged down going down the hill and back up.”  
    The parade started with the marching band and JROTC leading 
the mass down the street, followed by the floats made by each 
class. The sophomores were awarded with the best float, voted 
on by the staff, featuring a Monopoly-style theme and several 
participants from the class of 2019 to accompany it. Those 
residing on each float threw candy at pedestrians that came to 
watch, giving them some comfort on a brisk morning.

    Right after the parade concluded, an open house-style gathering 
commenced within the school building, where graduates and 
former staff members came to reminisce and reflect back on their 
time at Atholton. One former assistant principal at Atholton the 
late 1980s said that the environment at the school was impeccable 
during her tenure. 
    “The camaraderie of the students and staff [is something that 
I remember fondly]. It was just a welcoming place where the 
students and teachers were one. The students wanted to be there, 
the staff was happy. It was just a joyful place to work at.” 
    Another a former social studies teacher who worked at Atholton 
until 1993 noted how although a full-scale renovation has been 
completed since her departure, the building still feels and looks 
identical to her. 
    “It›s just a facade, but the bones are the same,” she said. “It›s 
the same school; the same building, and I love it.”  
    During the festivities indoors, the students participated in 
and watched the annual Powderpuff game, where the junior and 
senior girls go toe-to-toe in a flag football game played on the 
baseball field. The Seniors won in dominating fashion, 35-14, 
in a fun competition that definitely brings about some bragging 
rights for the winning class.
   Following the Powderpuff football game was the real one, 
where the Raiders took on the Hawks of River Hill at 1 o’clock in 
Raider Stadium.  An always anticipated event for the entire com-
munity due to Atholton’s recent success in Homecoming games 
and deeply-rooted rivalry with River Hill, the game brought a 
packed house to the field. However, the Raiders put forth a lack-
luster offensive performance and went down quietly in a 9-0 loss, 
in which they were only able to muster one first down in the 
entire game.
    The conclusion of the football game put the extravaganza at 
the school in hiatus until 7:30 that night, when the Homecoming 
dance began. Lasting late into Saturday night, students cleaned 
up well and came to enjoy a good time with their friends to wrap 
up a fun-filled day and week of celebration at Atholton High 
School.
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“The intended purpose [of 
this bus] is to allow students 

to be able to do clubs or 
stay after school with a 

teacher when they might not 
necessarily be able because 

of transportation issues”

AHS Focuses on Spirit for Homecoming Court

The Wheels on the Activity Bus Go ‘Round and ‘Round

 The King and Queen have been overthrown and a new 
Homecoming Court is in town. On October 5th, Atholton joined 
the ranks of trailblazing schools across the country who have 
switched from a boy-girl Homecoming court to one unbounded 
by gender restrictions.
   The SGA Executive board voted almost unanimously to make 
the change from the traditional king-queen, prince-princess style 
court to a whole new style including four students from each 
grade, opening up the Homecoming Court to a whole new array 
of students. 
       Atholton  is  one  of  the  first  schools  in  Howard  County  to 
change the Homecoming Court in this way. Mr. Stuppy, advisor 
to the SGA Executive board, created this new layout for the court 
so that this tradition can be more inclusive and mean more to the 
student body.
    “It’s not about making it gender neutral and it’s not about 
changing the world or anything like that. It’s about making it a 
more  inclusive  opportunity,  something  that  is  reflective  of  our 
changing student body, something that is a little bit more useful, I 
think, in terms of in giving students criteria by which to evaluate 
and award their peers,” said Mr. Stuppy. “That’s what we come 
to pride ourselves on here at Atholton --- being good people. The 
criteria is basically like saying, ‘Who showcases that [school] 
spirit?’ We’re going to give credit to those who deserve some 
credit and we’re not going to insist that people be labeled or be 
given pairings based on who they are.”
     The new Homecoming Court will be comprised of four 
students from each grade, no longer restricted by gender, and 
each will receive a sash for their recognition. This means that 
each grades’ Court could be all boys, all girls, or a mix of both   
     “So, the one thing that we’re changing is that...from now on 
instead of one boy one girl, let’s think about having just students 
per grade” said Mr. Stuppy. “The one problem I’ve noticed in 
the past is that a lot of times it’s couples, people who the voting 
public  finds  funny  to  make  dance  together,  or  occasionally 
brothers and sisters if there are twins in the same grade. We’re 
trying to change this to make it more of a serious, purposeful 
thing, so the gender breakdown is going to be whatever we end 
up with.”
   Mr. Stuppy continued that the seniors will be honored in a 
more  significant way,   however  there will no  longer be a king 
or queen. The seniors with the most widespread respect and ap-
probation from their peers will receive a medal called a “Raider 
Spirit Award” instead of a crown or tiara in recognition of their 
four dedicated years at Atholton.
    “It’s something that shows that we respect four years of 
commitment to school spirit...We want to show we acknowledge 
that and respect it,” said Mr. Stuppy. “Everyone is going to get a 
sash that just says ‘Homecoming Court,’ everyone is going to be 
honored in the same way, but seniors are going to get something 
extra.”
   The new Homecoming Court was not mandated by the Howard 
County Public School System, in fact the Board of Education has 
not released any change of policy regarding the Homecoming 
Court in high schools. Other schools in the county, such as Res-
ervoir and Hammond, have not made the switch. Oakland Mills’ 

SGA brought up the idea at the beginning of the year, but it did 
not gather much support, according to Oakland Mills’ student 
Aliya Smelkinson.
   However, leaders at Atholton, including SGA Executive 
President Samantha Greenblatt, decided that the Court needed 
to  involve more  people  to  reflect  the  growing  diversity  of  the 
school, following the example of schools like Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase High School in Montgomery County.
    “I think [the new Homecoming Court] is important because 
it better represents Atholton›s population. Before the court was 
somewhat  selective and was definitely geared  towards couples 
and people who conform to ’King’ and ’Queen,’ but Atholton is 
filled with people who might not associate with a typical gender 
or might feel uncomfortable with the title King and Queen” said 
Greenblatt. “The Court is more about having great school spirit 
than anything, and now if someone wants to run that isn’t in a 
relationship or doesn›t want to be paired with someone else, they 
don›t have to be.”
   This change in the Homecoming Court may seem unexpected, 
or maybe unwanted, for some students who are proponents of 
the original court style; some students still want to be able to 
crown a King and Queen at the annual Homecoming Pep Rally. 
Especially for seniors, since this is their last year and their last 
Homecoming, this change in the Homecoming Court may be 
seen as a step too far.

   “To be blatantly honest, we aren’t going to be gaining anything 
from [the new Homecoming court],” said senior Andrew 
Wohlstetter. “We’re depriving the seniors [of] their two special 
spots for those two people that really deserved those spots. The 
four spots are taking away the specialness of what is being 
Homecoming King or Queen or Prince or Princess.”
   The new Court comes only a year after the Howard County 
Public School System implemented the single color, gender 
neutral graduation gowns. Though not enforced or suggested by 
HCPSS, the new model for the Homecoming court shows a step 
forward for the Atholton community in accepting and celebrating 
all people for who they are.
   “[The administration] thought it was a really good idea because 
we hadn’t thought of it, but it was such a progressive idea. With 
the ways things are changing with graduation [gowns] as one 
color, it was right in the direction with that. We were more than 
open to supporting that,” said Assistant Principal Ms. Nasir.
   The new model of the Homecoming Court is an exciting change 
in the Atholton community. More people will be involved in the 
festivities of Homecoming in order to make a larger number of 
students feel comfortable to run.
  As the Atholton community reflects upon the nostalgic traditions 
and memories of the past 50 years, the school continues to blaze 
ahead and make new traditions for the next fifty years in Raider 
Nation.

by Kate DeBlasis
Editor-in-Chief

by Aliza Saunders
Features Editor

     Fifty years after its creation, Atholton High 
School continues to provide new opportu-
nities for students seeking to become active 
participants in its community.  This year, 
Atholton welcomes its first ever Activity Bus, 
a school-sponsored bus departing Atholton 
every Tuesday at 3:45 in the afternoon.
    “The intended purpose [of this bus] is to 
allow students to be able to do clubs or stay 
after school with a teacher when they might not 
necessarily be able because of transportation 
issues,” said Athletics and Activities Manager 
Ms. DeFrances. 
    The Activity Bus drops students off 
at  five  fixed  locations  determined  by  the 
Transportation  Office.  However,  depending 
on where the students live, it may be a half to 
one mile walk to their home, Ms. DeFrances 
said. 
    According to Ms. DeFrances, clubs and other 
activities usually meet until 3:15 or 3:30, so 
a 3:45 departure time seemed to accomodate 
the most students. Furthermore, Atholton’s 
administration worked in conjunction with 
a  Mellor’s  Bus  Service  to  find  a  time  that 
satisfied  both  parties  needs.  This  time  gives 
the bus company ample time to transport ath-

letic teams and then return to Atholton in time 
for the Activity Bus, Ms. DeFrances said.
    To ride the bus, students must return a signed 
permission slip in order for the administration 
to verify parent consent.  While the main 
purpose of the permission slip is to ensure the 
safety of the students, it also forces students 
to take initiative, Ms. DeFrances said. “I 
think it’s something where it does take a little 
forethought, and some people like to do things 
a little bit last minute.” 
    Thus far, only a handful of students have 
ridden the Activity 
Bus. One of these 
students include ninth 
grader Jasyria Cun-
ningham, a consistent 
rider of the Activity 
Bus since its first day 
of operation on Tues-
day, September 20. 
Cunningham stays 
after school for vari-
ous clubs like Speech 
and Debate, a club 
that often holds its 
meetings on Tuesday 
afternoons. 
   “Since I don’t have a ride right now because 
my mom works really late, I have to take the 
[Activity] Bus if I want to do clubs and things,” 

Cunningham said. 
   Though Cunningham has become a regular 
rider of the Activity Bus, she is not a fan of 
the 3:45 departure time. She said an “earlier 
[departure time] is better because all the clubs 
I do usually end really early [around] 3:00-
3:10.” While waiting for the Activity Bus, 
Cunningham reads her assigned English novel 
or completes her math homework, but her ideal 
departure time would be 3:15.  
    In the future, Cunningham hopes this bus will 
be offered at least two days a week, allowing 

her to participate in 
clubs on days besides 
Tuesdays. Even so, 
Ms. DeFrances said 
that she doesn’t see 
the Activity Bus 
running everyday.
      In the past couple of 
years, a few Howard 
County Schools have 
offered an Activity 
Bus and “the county 
decided that it was 
more of a need for all 
the schools to have it 
[and for] schools who 

did have, it was well liked and well used,” Ms. 
DeFrances said. 
    This school year, Howard County Public 

Schools were pushed to offer an Activity 
Bus in order to ensure equal opportunities 
for students attending each school, according 
to Ms. DeFrances. Several Howard County 
schools currently offer an Activity Bus, all of 
which have been provided by through various 
grant systems. 
    Atholton applied and received the Activity 
Bus grant from the Bright Minds Foundation, 
a foundation that provides services and 
support to Howard County schools when 
funds are not available in the school system’s 
budget. According to Ms. DeFrances, Atholton 
coordinated with the bus company, determined 
the pricing of the bus, and then the Bright 
Minds Foundation granted that amount of 
money to Atholton High School.
    Ms. DeFrances noted that the activity 
bus is currently running only through the 
first  semester  and will  be  evaluated  then  for 
its effectiveness. While the future for the 
Atholton Activity Bus is unknown, right now 
the Activity Bus serves as a great tool for 
students to become involved in Atholton.
        “I find  that  it’s much better  for people  to 
be involved in as many things and to get the 
most out of their high school experience,”Ms. 
DeFrances said. “So I think any opportunity 
we can give people to get additional time here 
at school, whether it be for help of for a club, 
is going be good for them.”

Senior Homecoming Court winners Reed Bunyard, Harry Murphy, Paige Gryski, and Kelly McCallister at the pep rally.

CAMDEN GILREATH//The Raider Review
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A Magical Season Continues for Girls Soccer

Sofia Harrison rears back to launch a long pass against Long Reach on October 18th.

Photo Courtesy of Curt Bathras

    Merry Clinchmas! After their big win against Wilde Lake on 
Thursday, October 20th, the Lady Raiders have clinched the 
county title. This year, the Lady Raiders (10-1-2) have used com-
bined grit, goals, and overtime victories to make them the cream 
of the Howard County crop this year. 
    Their record alone lets people know that Atholton girls soccer 
is no joke and not to be taken lightly. The Lady Raiders finished 
the regular season 10-1-2 and had big overtime victories under 
their belt against Centennial after a late goal by junior Victoria 
Huxtable. Not only are the Lady Raiders county champions, but 
their recent success has put them right on the cusp of a state rank. 
     The team has a large array of seniors who have has proven to 
be impactful such as Holly Edsall, Ashley Ensor, Kelley Flynn 
and Sofia Harrison. That’s only the beginning. Players like Victo-
ria Huxtable, Katie Cardea, and Adrienne Vaughn get significant 
playing time as juniors and have used their previous Varsity ex-
perience, as they made the team last year. There are sophomores 
who made Varsity as freshmen contributing to the team’s suc-
cess, namely Katelina Lennon and Delaney Ensor. Even players 
on JV last year such as Tina Rodgers, Sam Clearfield, and Mary 
Kate Gelak have been forced to play bigger roles and thus far, 
have clearly succeeded. Katie Cardea said that having this role of 
bringing energy off the bench is something her and fellow juniors 
embrace. 
    “We bring a lot of energy to the team and even though we’re 
not as old as the seniors, we still have a lot of experience from 
last year and we have a lot of club players,” she said. “I embrace 
being on the field and enjoy every minute I’m on the field to put 
my best effort forward and help everyone on the team succeed.” 
    The team is known for its lockdown defense. They play up 
and aggressive from the outset and try to cause turnovers on the 
opponent’s side. All year, this tough D has let up a grand total 
of eight goals and has a goal differential of plus eighteen. It also 
helps to have Bryce Bathras, a solid goalkeeper, smothering op-
portunities for the opposition and creating new chances offen-
sively.
    “My mindset in the game is to keep position throughout the 
entire game. We have very good communication in the back that 
really helps us to connect passes and not get flustered when the 
ball enters our half. My job is to keep the defense organized and 
talk to them throughout the game. I also clean up balls that do 
make it through the box,” Bathras said. 
    Sofia Harrison is the head of the great defense. She is not only 
a captain and a commit to Slippery Rock University, but also a 
team leader. Many defenders look to her for encouragement, as 
she pushes them to be their very best.
    “Being the oldest in the backline, I try to make sure everyone is 
on the same page when defending and always talking,” Harrison 
said. “Communication is so important because we have to make 
sure we stay organized.” 
    Even while aware of the team’s incredible success on defense, 
her face lit up with shock when she heard that her team had 
allowed a measly eight goals all season. She takes a lot of pride 
in goal total and is pleased to see it that low.

   “We’ve had our ups and downs, but this team has definitely 
impressed me. Overall, we have a strong offense. When we work 
together, we’re able to attack and prevent being scored on. It’s 
not just the defenders jobs to make sure the other team doesn’t 
score; it’s everyone’s job. We attack as a team and defend as a 
team.”
    On offense, they are led by the speedy striker Holly Edsall, 
along with Victoria Huxtable and Adrienne Vaughn. They also 
use the leadership of Ashley Ensor. Ensor proves herself as a 
leader on a regular basis, but notably in the huge game against 
Reservoir. It was her first game off her injury, but started anyway 
and brought her veteran experience to help guide the Raiders to 
victory in their hard fought battle against the Gators.
    “I had to play,” she said. “This is my senior year and the game 
against Reservoir was extremely important to our team and it 
helped be in control of our own destiny to win county.” 
    The road to being the outright county champions looked 
questionable at one point. The Lady Raiders blew a 3-0 lead and 
fell into a tie with Long Reach, 3-3. However, against Wilde 
Lake, the Lady Raiders got off to a quick start and sprinted to the 
finish line, scoring all three goals in the first half and winning 3-0 
in blowout fashion. Coach Steph was very happy at the way her 
team rebounded from the last game and got off to a quick start 
and maintained it.

    “It was very important to come out and pump the girls back 
up. No matter what happened, we knew we were either co-county 
champs, but they really wanted to come out and win it outright,” 
she said. “We played the style of soccer we had been practicing 
all year so it was a good win for us.”
    To the surprise of many, this is the first county championship 
for girls soccer in school history. It also makes the victory 
over Wilde Lake that much sweeter, beating a team who took 
the county title from them a year ago. A thrilled and emotional 
Coach Steph pointed out just how special this team is.
     “It’s an amazing group of girls. They all came together, they 
mesh well, they click well, they play great on the field together, 
and even if we lost to Wilde Lake, it would not have meant 
anything. Just coming back from the [county] tie last year, it was 
a big win for the team.”
    The enthusiasm and confidence of Coach Steph is evident. She 
said very plainly: “We are going all the way to states.” With this 
team, that very well could be true. The team has thrived this year 
and look as though a deep run is very possible. They have all the 
ingredients to be a very potent team down the stretch. With the 
leadership of five seniors and the depth and experience of the 
junior class, this team is strong across the board and should be a 
major force in this year’s playoffs. Their first playoff game is this 
Tuesday, November 1, 2016.

by Nick Perlin
Social Media Director

Volleyball Has Eyes Set on the Playoffs
by Paige Gryski
Opinions Editor

    Last year, Atholton Volleyball had an unfortunate early exit at 
the hands of River Hill. This year, the team thrived and defeated 
the Hawks in three sets and currently have an 8-1 record. The 
team has all the ingredients to be dangerous in the playoffs and 
are poised to make a deep run to the state championship. .
    “I think we’re beginning to peak because at the beginning of 
the season we weren’t very intense; we’re starting to pick it up 
and we’re getting to a pretty high point I would say right now,” 
said senior captain Samantha Miller.
    Teamwork is something that makes this team a very dangerous 
threat and allows them to stay in games even during immense 
adversity. That could be seen in the Raiders’ win against River 
Hill: a game in which the Raiders trailed two sets to one. The 
Raiders stuck together, fought back, and ultimately rallied to 
win in come-from-behind fashion.
    “We’ve all morphed into this big orb. Instead of us all having 
these individual plays that we want to run, and defensive 
movements, we all run the same thing and really know how 
to work with each other,” said senior captain Hope Kelly. 
   Spectators have also been very complimentary of the team’s 
ability to work together as a unit and come out victorious on a 

regular basis. Dae’trell Gordon, an avid spectator and supporter 
of the volleyball team, has noticed a team-wide shift in energy as 
the season has progressed. 
     “Right at the beginning of the season, they weren’t really 
playing as a team, but as time went on they got more aggressive 
and they felt more together,” Gordon said.
    Through this increase in team unity, the squad has come 
together to win more games. Many people around the program 
have heard of the success and are now starting to fill up the 
bleachers at many home games, creating a rowdy home-court 
atmosphere.
    “[The crowd] can actually influence the play a lot sometimes, 
especially a really rowdy crowd,” said Miller. “Glenelg used to 
have a really big crowd and two weeks ago, Hebron had a huge 
crowd and they were really loud and we went to five games for 
that, but we ended up losing. I think it can end up mentally tear-
ing you down because it’s all these people cheering for the other 
team and not us.” 
    A turning point in the season was the tough 3-2 set loss to 
Mt. Hebron. Despite losing, many of the players began to rally 
together and push each other to play better. They gained a lot of 
confidence and as of now, feel as though they are a top contender 
to win states.
     Referring to the loss, Kelly said, “It was a good learning 
experience for us. We moved our rotations around, and now 
we’re succeeding.”

    The season for the volleyball team has been up and down, 
but with the resurgent play of the team and leadership from 
many of the seniors, the team is now in a potent position to take 
states. The team fully believes in their ability to take down any 
obstacle that gets in the way of the team reaching their ultimate 
goal: a state title. As the big time supporter Dae’trell Gordon 
stated back in August: “I expect them to go to state champion-
ships and win it!”

Follow us on Instagram & 
Twitter!

@ATown_Wire
Like us on Facebook: 
AHS Raider Review



SpotlightPage 4

Ms. Joseph
1. What is your educational background?
I majored in linguistics and multicultural 
communication at UMBC.

2. What is your favorite T.V. show?
Oh, thats hard. I don’t have one favorite.. I like court 
room shows, like Law and Order. And I like sitcoms, 
like the Big Bang Theory

3. If you could create one club, what would it be?
It would be a multicultural club, where kids or stu-
dents can talk about their cultures of origin, or their 
parents’ origin.

Ms. Kern
1. What is your educational background?
I went to University of Maryland College Park for my 
undergrad and studied studio art, and I am currently 
working on a masters degree in education.

2. What is your favorite T.V. show?
Oooh, my favorite T.V. show, Grey’s Anatomy. It’s 
cliche, it’s been around long- it’s been around since I 
was in high school.

3. If you could create one club, what would it be?
I’m not sure what I would call it, but some kind of art 
club where you just come and paint or draw whatever 
is on your mind. 

Mr. Cramer
1. What is your educational background?
 I started in electrical engineering at University of Maryland 
College Park, and then I decided to switch majors. I went to 
finish up at UMBC and I got a degree in mathematics.

2. What is your favorite T.V. show?
Past couple years my favorite T.V. show has been Lucifer.

3. If you could create one club, what would it be?
I did. I started the League of Legends eSports club.
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Mr. Lidard
1. What is your educational background?
I got my Bachelors of Arts from Dickinson College. I got my 
Masters of Arts and Teaching (MAT) at Towson University. I 
also studied Evolutionary Psychology.

2. What is your favorite T.V. show?
Stranger Things

3. If you could create one club, what would it be?
A Settlers of Catan club. The game utilizes different resources 
with a “create your own world” board that involves luck and 
strategy.

Ms. Rhee
1. What is your educational background?
I got my undergrad in math from James Madison Univer-
sity, masters in math education from George Washington 
University, and 4 years of doctorate work in math ed and 
technology from George Mason University.

2. What is your favorite T.V. show?
My favorite T.V. show is Homeland.

3. If you could create one club, what would it be?
I’ve sponsored Math Honor Society and Varsity Math team 
before. I think I’d be interested in computer related clubs.

Ms. Golrick
1. What is your educational background?
I studied Music Education at The University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro, and studied instrumental and 
choral music ed.

2. What is your favorite T.V. show?
Currently it’s Once Upon a Time. 

3. If you could create one club, what would it be?
I’m not sure, and since I’m only here in the mornings, I’m 
not sure that I’d be able to, but either an a cappella group 
or ultimate frisbee club would be really fun.  They’re two 
of my favorite things. 

Ms. Richardson
1. What is your educational background?
I was a classroom teacher and taught high school English in 
Prince George’s County for 6 years. Then, after that, I was a 
middle school counselor at Mayfield Woods Middle School for 
8 years, and now I’m here. This is my 15th year in education, 
my first year as a high school counselor.

2. What is your favorite T.V. show?
I don’t have a favorite T.V. show. I really like Downton Abbey. 
Yeah, I miss it. So, that’s a favorite. But I don’t watch a lot of 
T.V. right now.

3. If you could create one club, what would it be?
I really like to cook, so, a cooking club would be a lot of fun, 
like swapping recipes and trying new ideas, something like 

that.
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Up Close with Holly Edsall

Not everybody has to be an athlete to be 
on a team. Some of Atholton’s best team 
achievements have come from school 
sponsored clubs, like the Math Team. The math 
team has won second place in 2013, third in 
2014 and 2015, and is aiming for gold in 2016. 
    The Math Team is often overlooked, but 
it deserves school-wide recognition. Led by 
sponsor Ms. Sachs and captains Joseph Lui and 
Max Xuan, the Math Team is nothing to laugh 
about. Every Wednesday, mathletes gather in 
room A110 to practice for the upcoming meets 
against other Howard County teams. 
    Typically, Math Teams across Howard County 
are led by seniors, but 
this year Atholton›s 
team captains include 
senior Lui and junior 
Xuan.
 “I run my team 
differently than most 
teams do,” said Ms. 
Sachs. “Most teams 
have two or three senior 
captains. I like to pick 
two captains: one senior and one junior. The 
reason I do that is because I believe that the 
junior captain can learn a lot more from the 
senior captain who really knows how to lead 
this team. This way, when it’s time for the 2017 
season, Max will have experience as a captain 
and the team will already be comfortable with 
him.” Ms. Sachs has been using this method 
every since she started coaching and is never 
disappointed with its results. 
   “It›s an honor that in such a strong team 
with several other worthy candidates, I was 
seen as someone that the members trusted to 
be a leader of this team,” Xuan said. This is 
Xuan’s third year on the team, and he is hoping 
to create a positive atmosphere for the students 
around him. Xuan is familiar with the level 
of competition at these matches and looks 
forward to sharing his experience with the 
younger students on the team. 
        Although mathletes work individually, 
participation in the Math Team still involves a 
large amount of teamwork in order to come out 
on top. This is especially true when matched 
against competitive teams, such as River Hill 
and Centennial.
    “Each member is extremely driven to best 

their previous scores, scores of other teams, 
and teammates in friendly competition. 
There’s no external motivation needed 
during practices and meets. Members are just 
naturally driven to perform at a high level,” 
said Xuan. 
    Although practice is only once a week, Ms. 
Sachs uses a database filled with previous 
problems in order for the kids to stay sharp 
throughout the week. Lui and Xuan also create 
extra problems for each individual kid. 
    “Joseph and I create problems for every 
practice from this compilation based on 
what we believe members need to work on. 
In doing this, we strengthen a wide spectrum 
of skills that could potentially help members 
in competitions,” said Xuan. This not only 
creates a better team bond, but it also shows 

how students work 
together in order 
to help each other 
and Atholton as a 
whole. 
    To boost team 
c o m r a d e r y , 
teammates love 
to bond over Ms. 
Sach’s cookies, 

while solving 
various math problems. These math problems 
“might not be in the competitions, but we are 
on math team right? No matter where we are 
together, we still love to do math, and that’s 
what we’ll do,” said Lui. 
    Like any other competition, there are still 
kinks that the team needs to work out. Many 
students find themselves rushing through the 
problems so fast only to find out they read 
the problem wrong. Believe it or not, this 
mistake occurs often during the meets, and 
it is something that Lui desperately wants to 
work on this season.  
    “Another issue with our team is that we›re 
too focused on outshining others, competing 
to be the best on the team,” said Xuan. 
“Although that can be a source of motivation, 
it ultimately distracts us from trying to be 
better than other schools. I even find myself 
aiming to beat Joseph or others rather than 
trying to improve myself and the team as a 
whole.” 
    Despite their few struggles, the Math Team 
as a whole holds great hopes for this school 
coming year. How far will the Math Team go 
this year? Well considering how well they’ve 
done the limit does not exist.

   And the winner is… Holly Edsall. Holly 
Edsall is not the average high school girl 
slumming in the hallways wearing sweats. Her 
skills on and off the field separate her from 
many other students at the school. Not only 
does she display incredible speed on the track 
and soccer field, but she also is known for her 
contagious smile and fierce competitive nature. 
After a tough loss, people might be scared off 
by Edsall’s angry look. After a victory, however, 
she acts as her loud and hyper-self, showing off 
her pearly whites. 
    Many people see Edsall as an  extremely 
motivated girl completing an insane workout 
regimen. One thing that makes Edsall such a 
great athlete is her hardwork and dedication 
towards the sports she loves, something she 
values more than anything.
     “I wake up and pray, and then I realize that 
there are 10,000 kids that want the same thing 
I do, so I have to work hard to beat them out,” 
Edsall said
    Teammates view Edsall as a leader, known 
for her loud voice, and her strictly business 
attitude, as well her ability to guide her team 
through adversity. 
      “She always motivates us to do better and 
is great at spreading energy. She always gets 
us going and helps us keep pushing through 
adversity by simply smiling and cheering on 
the rest of the team,”said teammate Vannejsha 
Hill-Edwards.
    Edsall’s track coach, Coach Alverado, also 
talked about her leadership ability. 
    “She is a spectacular leader.” He continued, 
mentioning that Edsall recognizes the value of 
what she can bring to the team.
    Edsall is also a big part of the Atholton soccer 
team. As a striker, she uses her speed to get 
open shots deep into the opposing team’s zone. 
Soccer is very important to Edsall as it teaches 
her teamwork skills that aren’t emphasized in 
her individual track events. 
    “Soccer is physical and you can body [check] 
people, and in track you can not push people. 
Soccer shows that you need to build up slowly 
in order to reach your goal and it takes time 
to move the ball and get a shot,” Edsall said. 
“Everybody has to play well and play together 
because it uses a lot of teamwork and strategy 
just like in life.”
    Most athletes have a hero, or someone they 
aspire to be like from a young age. However, 
Edsall does not have a specific athlete that she 
looks up to or measures herself against.
    “There is not an athlete that I love. I care about 
my performance for God and not wasting the 
gifts that He has given me. I don’t want to take 
it for granted. I know there are people working 
hard and using God’s gifts. I would hate to not 
work hard when others are,” Edsall said. 
    Edsall always was a gifted athlete; however, 

it took her a while to realize just how special 
she was. Once she realized her potential to be 
a major track star, she was no longer satisfied 
with simply doing enough to get by.
    “Freshman and sophomore year I had a hard 
time and had very low standards for myself,” 
said Edsall. “I found God, and I figured out 
how special I was. I was more than what I made 
myself out to be. Once I saw that, I wanted 
to work hard to make sure I didn’t go back to 
being mediocre.”
    Edsall strongly encourages that everyone 
should value hard work. She wants everyone to 
know how bright the light is at the end of the 
tunnel.
    “The feeling of knowing what you 
accomplished is so great. When you fail and 
you did not work at all, it is the worst feeling 
ever. The end result always makes the hard 
work worth it.”
    Track is a very competitive and time 
consuming sport. Edsall points out that track 
teaches many lessons such as mental toughness, 
and it is not merely sprinting across a track. 
    “Track teaches you to be mental. There is a 
time and place in a race where you think that 
you can not continue but keep pushing, and you 
keep going,” Edsall said.
    Track has also given Edsall many fond 
memories, such as the Junior Olympics. Even 
though she was injured she referred to it as “a 
great experience.” Despite all of her great wins, 
her greatest memory was last year at states. 
    “Fanny Yayi was going to run in place of 
Alex Hargeret because she got hurt. Alex was 
favored to win first place but since she got hurt, 
Fanny had to run and it was amazing because 
it made us all come together as a team one last 
time and cheer her on, even though we didn’t 
win first. It was bigger than the race.”
     In the past, Edsall has done a great job 
bringing her team together. She is truly a special 
player, even recognized by Coach Alverado.
   “Holly is a special athlete because she is 
fearless on the track. She puts 100% effort in 
every workout and race. She always strives to 
do more regardless of her performance.”
    Edsall points out that with technology, many 
people have become selfish don’t work hard 
to better their community, often times taking 
things for granted.
    “We’re in a selfish generation. Our generation 
is only about bettering ourselves over the 
community. We only work to make only 
ourselves better and we do the minimum and 
are satisfied with what we have. People forget 
that it’s not money that defines you. It’s about 
the goals you set and how hard you work to 
achieve them.”
    Edsall is a fierce competitor and uses hard 
work as a leverage over many opponents. She 
believes in herself and does her best to improve 
her skills in order to better her team. All that 
hard work can sure make people hungry. Edsall 
agrees. Her favorite pregame snack is “anything 

you put in front of my face.”

by Nick Perlin
Social Media Director

Math Team Adds a Win
by Tim Sciannella
Arts Editor

 “There’s no external motivation 
needed during practices and 
meets. Members are just 
naturally driven to perform at a 

high level,” said Xuan.

Courtesy of The Baltimore Sun
Holly Edsall competes at a high level in both track and soccer.
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    Have you ever wanted to make a difference 
in the world, but didn’t know how? This may be 
your chance. Dancers at Atholton recently cre-
ated an organization to help children suffering 
from terminal illnesses. 
    Raiders for Wishes is a new organization at 
Atholton, founded by Ms. Haffey and inspired 
by the Give The Kids The World Village. Give 
The Kids The World Village is located right out-
side of Disney World, where the dancers per-
form each spring.
  Similar to Make a Wish Foundation,  Give Kids 
the World Village grants an all-expenses-paid 
week long vacation to children with terminal 
illnesses. It was founded by Belgian Holocaust 
survivor Henri Landworth in 1986, after two of 
his own children died from terminal illnesses. 
Near Walt Disney’s apartment, Landworth cre-

ated a hotel where terminally ill children aged 
3 to 18 could stay with their family for free and 
experience a fun-filled getaway. The village 
welcomes around 1,200 volunteers a week, and 
in 2015 they hosted their 140,000th family. 
   Ms. Haffey, a dance teacher at Atholton, 
heard about Gives Kids the World Village from 
guidance counselor Ms. Clearfield, a former 
volunteer with the foundation. Ms. Clearfield 
mentioned the organization to Ms. Haffey, 
knowing that the dancers take an annual trip 
to the park. Haffey was so touched by this idea 
that she booked an afternoon to volunteer with 
the foundation during the spring trip and later 
began a similar program at Atholton. 
   Ms. Haffey named this new organization 
Raiders for Wishes. During Raider Time in Ms. 
Haffey’s room, dancers will be hosting a booth 
where students can come in and make string 
bracelets, called “rings.” People who come 
to the booth will receive two pieces of string: 

one for themselves and one for a sick child 
in Disney World. Students are encouraged to 
attach a friendly note, expressing their support 
all the way from Maryland. 
    During their Disney Trip, Atholton dancers 
will bring these “rings” to children staying with 
Gives Kids the World Village. Children will 
then wear these bracelets or tie them to a bag or 
stuffed animal. 
   “Our goal is to have 250 people make a 
set of bracelets. The organization there is so 
wonderful, and I think it’s really great to give 
the children support from someone they don’t 
know. It’ll really brighten their day, I hope,” 
said Yuna Park, a dancer in senior company.
   During Raider Time, everyone is welcomed 
to come to Ms. Haffey’s room and make a ring. 
The stylish mementos will let children know 
that even a stranger is cheering on their fight. 
For the jewelry makers and receivers alike, these 
bracelets are sure to brighten up everyone’s day.

Dance Team Spreads Goodwill

by Lauren Marshall
Staff Reporter

Stand Up to Cancer
    Do you want to help fight against cancer? 
Do you enjoy working on fundraisers and 
campaigns? Then join Stand Up to Cancer, a 
club at Atholton associated with the national 
organization of Stand Up to Cancer. The 
purpose of the club is to increase awareness 
about  cancer and raise funds for cancer 
research and treatment. The Atholton 
chapter was created a few years ago, but the 
current two presidents Morgan Shapiro and 
Ally Merwitz revitalized it this year.
    “I had an experience [with] cancer in 
my family. I’m pretty passionate about the 
subject matter, so I wanted to do more stuff 
than what was done last year.” said Merwitz.
     The club meets in sponsor Ms. Lucente’s 
room, where they discuss future projects 
and fundraising opportunities. Some future 
plans for the club include selling ribbons, 
promoting  cancer awareness at sports 
games, and volunteering with the cancer 
walk Relay for Life.

Global Equality Now
 School Girls Unite, re-named as Global 
Equality Now, strives for education equality 
around the world. President Summer Khan 
holds meetings in sponsor Ms. Burns’ 
room.  When asked about the importance of 
education, Khan said, “I’m really passionate 
about feminism and the equality of girls 
worldwide.  Education is a big reason why 
there is inequality because if girls can’t get 
education they can’t be independent and do 
the same things as men.”
  In Global Equality Now, members raise 
money and awareness for girls education. 
The club raises money for a village in Mali, 
where many girls lack access to education. 
Some future events of the club include 
selling Pura Vida bracelets and a spirit night 
at Panera.
  To people who want to join, Khan said, 
“This club’s a lot of fun, and you can get 
volunteer hours from participating in events. 
We’re working towards making the world a 
better place and that›s an important thing to 
do.”

Stress Less
   Sisters Anna and Paige Beidelman founded 
Stress Less Club to reduce students’ stress in 
the strenuous time of high school. 
   “We created Stress Less because we 
saw that students, including myself, were 
stressed and simply not enjoying school.” 
said Beidelman, “Stress Less Club is here to 
help improve students’ experiences at school 
by reducing stress.”
   They meet in Ms. Razik’s room where 
they discuss ways to deal with and reduce 
anxiety. The club also makes stress toys and 
holds the Stress Less Fair, which is held 
during senior finals week. The club provides 
snacks, games, and an on site therapist who 
can help reduce stress. 
   “Stress Less Club does more than 
community service, mandala coloring, and 
cookie swap parties,” said Beidelman. “We 
are safe community that is open to listen to 
anyone’s problems or stressors.”

New Clubs 
Find a 
Home at 
Atholton
by Peter Shin
Spotlight Editor

  On September 16, the first ever freshman 
picnic was held before the football game, 
which  was a huge success among students.  As 
a new school year begins, a new stream of 
ninth graders come into Atholton. They are 
now high schoolers, a title that brings new 
found responsibility but also freedom. Being 
a freshmen in 
high school can 
be tough and 
a little nerve-
wracking; you 
are walking into 
a new building 
and meeting new 
people in a new 
e n v i r o n m e n t . 
You are lucky 
if you know 
even a quarter 
of the people 
at your school. 
As the school 
year goes on, the freshmen will get to 
know each other and get used to the 
new school, but why wait a whole year? 
    That is what Ms. Daciek, the Ninth Grade Team  
Leader, thought as she created a new event 
this year: the ninth grade picnic. For only five 
dollars, freshmen went to the school courtyard 
where the ninth grade picnic was held. There, 

they played games, ate food, and hung out with 
the fellow freshmen. After the picnic, they were 
allowed to go to the football game for no fee. 
   “We don’t have a day where we can try and 
bring them together,” said Ms. Daciek. “Since 
we have five feeder middle schools we thought 
of doing something after school and support 
and encourage our football program.”
     Ms. Daciek had created the ninth grade picnic 
out of necessity. In past years the freshman 
class would go on a field trip to Washington DC 

on PSAT day, but 
this year the ninth 
graders took the 
PSAT themselves. 
Ms. Daciek needed 
to devise another 
event where the 
freshmen could 
come together and 
get to know each 
other a little better 
since there would 
no longer be a 
freshmen field trip. 
   Before the picnic 

started, groups 
of ninth graders stood outside the door to the 
courtyard. When the time finally came, the 
freshmen showed their tickets as they streamed 
into the courtyard. Soon, the courtyard 
was filled with new freshmen socializing, 
eating, playing games, and having a good 
time. As they listened to music and enjoyed 
the sun, these freshmen began making new 

bonds that may last through high school. 
   “Well, we just got here, but it seems 
pretty chill,” said Elena Wenderoff. “We 
should go out to the courtyard more often.”  
   Joelle, the girl next to her, said, “The 
courtyard seems kind of underused, 
it could be used for so much else.” 
   As the picnic went under way, Principal 
Hutchens also made a surprise appearance 
accompanied by Ms. Clark. She was having a 
slice of pizza and also seemed to be enjoying 
herself on that beautiful Friday afternoon. 
   “I think it gives them a time before the game 
where it can be a very social time to talk to 
one another,” said Principal Hutchens about 
the ninth grade picnic. “You can do some 
fun activities, have a nice little snack. It’s a 
good number of students, not too crowded. 
I think it’s a great idea and well organized.” 
   The freshmen picnic is most likely a sign for 
things to come, with even more possibilities 
for events like this. Other grades may join 
in the fun of pre-game picnics like the ninth 
graders have already done. These picnics 
could also be done for other sports later on 
in the year like basketball and baseball. 
   When asked of the future of pre-game 
picnics, Ms. Daciek hopes that all students 
and sports would have the opportunity 
to participate in events similar to this. 
   “We are going to try to do it again for a 
soccer game or a basketball game,” said Ms. 
Daciek about the future of pre-game picnics, 
“maybe make it every quarter to give the kids 
and everyone a chance.”

Freshman Welcomed at Picnic
by Peter Shin
Spotlight Editor

“You can do some fun 
activities, have a nice little 

snack. It’s a good number of 
students, not too crowded. 
I think it’s a great idea and 

well organized.” 

The dance team gathered last year in Disney World where their charitable program began. Photo Courtesy of Sonia Punjabi
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It is the goal of The Raider Review 
staff to report all important subjects 
in a journalistic fashion. Above all, 
we strive to recognize all points of 
view and hear every voice. It is our 
policy to accept written opinions 
from readers to be printed in the 
Opinions section of the paper. letters 
must be signed, but names may be 
withheld upon request. Letters may 
be submitted to any newspaper staff 
member or placed in Mr. Vennard’s 
mailbox in the front office. Except 
for clearly marked staff editorials, 
the articles appearing in the Opin-
ions section do not necessarily re-
flect the views of The Raider Review 
or Atholton High School, but rather 
those of the individual reporter.

Contact us at:
atholtonraiderreview@gmail.com

To read our paper online go to:
ahsraiderreview.com

Thank you for reading The Raider Review

10. Stuppy Jr. teaching at 
AHS
9. More renovations
8. Barb teaching ‘Flyers Ed’
7. Stoplight in C hallway
6. Robot teachers
5. Pool on the roof
4. Morning Hologram
3. 10 a.m start time!
2. Freshman field trip to Mars
1. Lateness eradicated thanks 
to teleporting

“Why did you decide to be Arthur?”

 “I was thinking it was my senior year and 
you know the whole twitter thing with 
Arthur, so I thought I’d be funny if I go
all out and do Arthur.” “Did you ever
watch Arthur?”
“Yeah, that’s another reason why I did it 
too because I frickin loved Arthur.”

“What made you laugh recently?”
 
“When someone witnessed us [legally] leav-
ing school premises but instead of disciplining 
us she complimented the weather as we walked 
to Dominos. I almost got hit by a car but I ran 
to safety. Then we met our favorite dominos 
worker from last time who failed to acknowledge 
our relationship but made us a very nice pizza”

“Who’s the coolest person that you have met?”
“Probably my mom.”
“Do you have any favorite stories to tell about 
her?”
“Maybe the time when we went to the zoo and she 
bought me this giant stuffed animal and it was re-
ally fun because I didn’t have to go to school that 
day because I was sick.”

“What is your favorite part of groutfit day?”
“I usually wear grey everyday, so this was my 
spirit day. I was totally ready for it.”

“Do you have a favorite memory here at 
Atholton?”
“I loved playing for Coach Kelly, he was a nut. 
He would do some crazy things. He took his car 
one time down to the baseball field, when he 
wasn’t happy with the way we were catching 
ground balls. He made us stay out there in the 
dark with his headlights of his car shining on 
the field and made us practice.”

“Right now, we are just making fun of Pip from Great 
Expectations because he’s the main character, and he’s 
not always the brightest bulb. We’ve been talking about 
some of his life decisions and laughing at them. For ex-
ample, he is at the end of the book heading home to woo 
this girl that he has flirted with before and say, ‘Hey I’m 
ready to settle for you.’ And we joked about the fact that 
it really wouldn’t be worth her time to settle for him. 
No one should ever be made a silver medal. We were 
joking around about that and the idea that Pip thinks it 
would be okay to go home and say ‘Hey, the pretty girl 
dumped me, would you go out with me instead?’ We 
related that to if someone asked you to homecoming 
and said ‘Hey, would you go to homecoming with me? 
So and so said no.’ Your answer should be no. It should 
never be yes. We were enjoying the contemporary con-
nection, which I think is pretty funny.” 

Humans of Atholton

“What made made you laugh recently?”


	1
	2
	3
	4-5
	6
	7
	8



