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Student Activism in the Face of Gun Violence
by Erin Edwards
Staff Reporter

    Every Howard County athlete remembers 
aimlessly staring at a computer screen trying to 
remember the last sequence of colorful shapes 
or obscure words that flashed across their com-
puter screen. Starting in 2012, athletes were 
required to take this baseline concussion test 
before trying out for an extracurricular sport. 
However, beginning in the 2017-2018 school 
year, baseline concussion tests are no longer 
required for high school athletes. 
    “The neuropsychologists determined that 
there wasn’t significant data to propose base-
line [concussion testing] for the individual 
player,” Athletic and Activities Manager Mr. 
Senisi said. “They decided to compare the data 
from a post-concussion test to a typically de-
veloping brain function for student athletes of 
that age.” 
     According to the NCAA and CDC, a con-
cussion is a “brain injury that is caused by a 
blow to the head or body” that “can change the 
way your brain normally works.” 
     The National Institute of Health estimates 
that 300,000 athletes suffer from sports-re-

Taking a Hit: No More Baseline Concussion Testing
by Aliza Saunders
Editor-in-Chief

lated traumatic brain injuries each year in the 
United States, making sports the second leading 
cause of traumatic brain injuries for 15 to 24 
year olds. 
    Last July, Dr. Martirano released a statement 
where he cited several reasons for this change 
in procedure. According to this post, Dr. Ger-
ry Gioia represented the Howard County Sport 
Medicine Advisory Committee (SMAC) at 
an annual conference about sport concussion 
research in Berlin, Germany. Utilizing the re-
search presented at this conference, Dr. Gioia 
and SMAC recommended that the baseline 
concussion testing no longer be required, citing 
issues with “reliability” and “insufficient evi-
dence of diagnostic value.”
    Athletic Coordinator John Davis notified Mr. 
Senisi and all Howard County Athletics and Ac-
tivities Managers about this change, providing 
them notes from the conference, including out-
comes and how the change will be implemented 
in Howard County. 
    Parents of Howard County athletes are still 
required to sign the Concussion Information 
Sheet, which includes a list of symptoms and 
recommendations if the athlete has suffered 
from a concussion. Additionally, an optional 
baseline test will be offered to athletes in late 

March or April. 
    While the baseline concussion test is no lon-
ger required, the rest of the concussion protocol 
has remained the same. “If someone is exhibit-
ing typical symptoms of a concussion, such as 
headaches, dizziness, nausea, visual effects, or 
any kind of memory effects, I pull them out and 
do a check,” Athletic Trainer Zach Naelitz said. 
If Trainer Zach thinks there might have been 
damage, he removes the athlete from the game 
and sends them to a doctor for an evaluation. 
    Moreover, Trainer Zach then administers a 
computerized concussion test after the injury 
has occured. “If we suspect a concussion, we 
do a post-baseline test, and those results are an-
alyzed by Dr. Gerry Gioia, the Division Chief of 
Neuropsychology at Children’s National Medi-
cal Center. He looks at the data and compares it 
to a typically developing peer. He then works 
with our trainer one-on-one, and they begin to 
implement the return-to-play protocol,” Mr. 
Seinisi said. 
    Trainer Zach sends Dr. Gioia information 
about any miscommunication during the test 
administration, how the injury happened, the 
athlete’s recovery process, and their medical 
history. 
    Once athletes are symptomatic free and 

      On Wednesday, February 14, Nikolas Cruz, 
a former Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School student, open fired on the school, kill-
ing 17 adults and children. The incident sparked 
anger and grief across the country, and students 
are now stepping up. From walkouts to hand 
paintings, students throughout the U.S. are find-
ing new ways to get their message across that 
gun violence must be stopped. 
     Atholton’s own Be The Change club is work-
ing with students throughout the school to pre-
vent gun violence in Howard County and the 
rest of the nation. On Wednesday, February 21, 
Be The Change held a meeting to discuss the 
recent tragedy and how students can make a 
difference.
     “It’s hard to put into words how enraging and 
saddening it was to see fellow high school stu-
dents be ripped apart by a spray of bullets from 
such a vengeful person,” said freshman mem-
ber of Be The Change, Trevor Silbert, about the 
Parkland, Florida shooting.
     The club, which formed during the begin-
ning of this school year, began their February 
club meeting by calling the Maryland governor, 
Larry Hogan. Two of the Be The Change club 
presidents, Chloe Shader and Chera Yoon, not-
ed that, “[Hogan] got an A rating from the NRA 
[in 2014]. So, it’s important that we tell him that 
we really cared about gun control and keeping 
our communities in schools safe.” 
     The National Rifle Association awards letter 
grades to politicians based on their voting re-
cords on gun control measures. At the time of 
his candidacy, Hogan had received an A rating 
but would not release the answers that led to 
his grade which began a mountain of contro-
versy. Thus, Be The Change members wanted 
to ensure that their voices were being heard by 
representatives and government official, such as 
Governor Hogan, who are responsible for pass-
ing legislative measures.

     In addition to the phone calls, Be The Change 
members also signed a petition to pass Senate 
Bill 1036. The bill would prohibit accused 
domestic violence abusers from purchasing a 
gun, which keeps the victim and their family 
members safe from gun violence, Shader said. 
Afterwards, the club discussed different organi-
zations, such as Moms Demand Action for Gun 
Sense in America and Sandy Hook Promise, 
that are gathering in Howard County to advo-
cate for gun violence prevention.  On March 12 
at the Central Library, all Howard County resi-
dents, not just mothers, can join Moms Demand 
Action for Gun Sense in America to learn about 
ways to take action.
     Later this month, Be the Change plans to cre-
ate signs for and attend the March for Lives in 
Washington D.C. on March 24. The club leaders 
urge anyone who wants to fight for more com-
prehensive gun reform to attend the march later 
this month.
     Student Leadership Cadre (SLC) also created 
a campaign at Atholton to prevent gun violence. 
SLC recently spread the message that just one 
hello can brighten someone’s day through a 
project called Start With Hello, created by the 
parents of the Sandy Hook shooting victims. 
Through this project, members of SLC hope to 
promote inclusivity throughout the school so 
that no one feels isolated or feels the need to 
turn to gun violence.
     “The whole entire idea of the project is that 
one hello can change someone’s day so no one 
feels isolated,” said Sam Clearfield, co-presi-
dent of SLC and leader of this project.
     The Start With Hello project included lunch-
time activities, such as a banner with ice break-
er questions in hopes to start conversations 
between students and create a more inclusive 
environment. 
     Living just over 1,000 miles away from 
Atholton, students from Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida are 
enraged by the lack of legislative action being 
taken by their representatives and their pas-
sion is fueling a movement. Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas students are organizing multiple walk-
outs and marches both locally and nationwide, 
spearheaded a CNN town hall on February 22, 
and have met with high-ranking government 
officials. 
     On February 21, multiple students, staff, 
and parents from Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School met with President Trump to 
discuss future plans and legislation to prevent 
gun violence. President Trump has suggested 
arming teachers and giving those who chose 
to be armed a bonus, according to news reports 
from CNN. However, this suggestion has been 
met with large opposition from Democrat and 
Republican legislators alike, as well as many 
educators. 
     Like most social movements, there are also 
people on the opposite end of the spectrum: 
those who are against gun regulations, fearing 
that law-abiding gun owners will be punished. 
Members of the NRA are contacting their leg-
islators, telling them that they, “as a law-abid-
ing gun owner[s], do not accept the blame for 
the criminal acts of a deranged individual,” 

cleared by both Dr. Gioia and their doctor, 
they can begin this return-to-play protocol, 
which are “steps that the trainer takes to make 
sure that the student athlete can gradually re-
turn to competition,” Mr. Senisi said. Trainer 
Zach follows this return-to-play policy by 
“starting at very low exercise all the way up to 
a full practice. Once they do all that, without 
a return of symptoms, then they go back into 
their sport.” 
    Two years ago, senior Benji Izenberg fell on 
the soccer field at Atholton while playing with 
friends after practice, hitting his head on the 
ground which caused a concussion. He recalls 
taking the baseline concussion test before the 
season and the same test again after her got his 
concussion. Izenberg also remembers receiv-
ing a multi-step return-to-play protocol, which 
“limited how active or physical he was.”
    Both Dr. Martirano and Mr. Senisi stress the 
importance of athlete’s safety and well-being. 
Dr. Martirano wants “ensure that we provide 
the best possible care for our students.” 
    Mr. Senisi said that “the most important part 
is that we’re using current research and current 
literature to make the best decisions possible 
for our student athletes so that we can provide 
them with the best care necessary.”

according to the NRA website. Instead of sup-
porting stricter gun control laws, the NRA urges 
government officials to reexamine the mental 
health system and support arming trained secu-
rity personnel. 
     Nonetheless, gun control continues to be 
favored by most Americans despite the NRA’s 
efforts to thwart these changes. According to a 
New York Times article, 63% of people support 
a ban on high-capacity magazines, 71% support 
restricting the legal age to purchase a gun to 
those 21 years or older, and 87% believe that 
felons and others with mental health problems 
should not be able to purchase guns.
     The actions taken across the nation by Park-
land students and their communities after the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas shooting proves 
the determination and resilience of these young 
activists whether they be from Stoneman Doug-
las or Atholton High School. As Yoon said, “As 
much as it’s easy to feel helpless, feel like the 
world is just not going to get better or never 
learn its lesson–when the adults in positions of 
power are consistently ignoring cries of con-
cern, it comes back to us to speak up.”

Photo Courtesy of Daily Herald
Students across the country are walking out of class to support gun violence pervention.

 In an effort to spread inclusivity, SLC and guidance aides created this banner of ice breaker questions to foster conversation between students. Photo Courtesy of Utsa Santhosh



by Molly Lea
Staff Reporter

NewsMarch 2, 2018 Page 2

         On February 9 at 12:30, the Black Stu-
dent Union presented their annual assembly 
with the theme of “Black Excellence.” Also, 
for the first time, the BSU performed the as-
sembly after school for parents and the com-
munity. 
  “I hope the students take away whatever 
stigmas they formed about black people and 
learned that we come from a beautiful, cre-
ative, excelling, and hard working group of 
people and the current generations have not 
lost their magic,” BSU member and assembly 
participant Kianna Melvin said. 
     The show kicked off with a singing of the 
Negro National Anthem, the classic spiritual 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing.”
     Then, the president Amel Jones welcomed 
everyone and introduced the officers, giving a 
brief overview of Black History Month. 
     According to History.com, in 1926, Carter 
G. Woodson founded Black History Month 
originally as Negro History Week, chosen 
as the week in which Abraham Lincoln and 
Frederick Douglass celebrated their birth-
days. By 1976, it had evolved into the month-
long nationally-respected celebration that we 
know today. 
     Alexandra Hargrett and Sophia Merkowitz 
presented their poem “Unmoveable.”, about 
how people who are fighting for civil rights 
cannot be moved by disapproval or violence. 
Then, the main event: a video carefully cre-
ated by the BSU, featuring AHS students and 
staff answering the question: “What does 
Black Excellence mean to YOU?”
     Ms. Petty, the BSU advisor, said that she 
hoped this would “encourage, enlighten, edu-
cate, and empower” students. 
     After this, a PowerPoint presented to the 
student body highlighted the achievements 
of African Americans, and the story of Black 
Wall Street, home to many African-American 
businesses and a 1921 race riot. 
     To further highlight  African American 
achievements, many young women walked 
across the stage, taking on the personas of 
various African-American women, such as 
Mae Jemison, the first African-American 
woman in space and Condoleeza Rice, the 
first female African-American  Secretary of 
State. 
     Then, Alpha Achievers dazzled the crowd 
with a carefully synchronized dance routine. 
     Before BSU took the stage dancing in 
various routines, Amel Jones and Christina 
Alemayehu performed an interactive poem, 
describing the realities of police violence to 
the audience. 
     Jones reiterated that the purpose of the 
assembly, and her act in particular, was for 
“people to be aware of what’s going on in so-
ciety right now.”
  Melvin agreed.“The assembly is for educat-
ing the school of black people’s history and 
current events, also entertaining them by 
showcasing our members’ talents,” she said. 
    While the BSU has been celebrating the 
event for over 5 years now, it has now be-
come a fixture in the Atholton community. 
     “My plans are to reach out to the students 
and identify their talents, strengths and
weaknesses,” Ms. Petty said, assuring that the 
assembly will continue to inspire and enlight-
en students for years to come. 
    During the assembly, while the audience 
cheered and chanted as the various acts took 
the stage, the participants were not merely 
going through the motions — they lived the 
message of Black Excellence that they were 
bringing to the students and staff. 
     “If anything, I pray that our students are in-
spired.” Ms. Petty said. “I want them to expe-
rience and witness what makes us all special, 
unique, and exceptional.”

BSU Honors 
Black Excel-
lence

Brace Yourself For The Pulsera Project
by Max Crider
Staff Reporter

     The Pulsera Project has made its way into 
Ms. Street’s AP Spanish Language classes’ cur-
riculum in order to help raise money for artisans 
in Nicaragua and Guatemala by selling their 
handmade bracelets and purses.
     “[In class,] we’re analyzing poverty and 
its effects on education and trying to come up 
with either a direct or indirect service, as well 
as awareness. We’re using the Pulsera Project, 
which is an organization that supports indig-
enous groups as well as other artists and crafts-
men and women in Nicaragua and Guatemala,” 
Ms. Street, AP Spanish Language teacher, said. 
    According to the Pulsera Project’s official 
website, in 2009, The Pulsera Project was born 
after 13 friends visited Nicaragua and soon dis-
covered a group of welcoming and hospitable 
artisans living on a small farm. The friends 
wanted to share the artisans’ handmade brace-
lets, known as pulseras in Spanish, to those in 
the United States. To date, The Pulsera Project 
has raised over $2,000,000 by selling bracelets, 
with all the proceeds going to the craftsmen and 
women to support their education, employment, 
and housing costs. The proceeds also go toward 
environmental and healthcare programs in Ni-
caragua and Guatemala.
     “It’s just cool, being able to do something 
with our five years of Spanish. The tags have 
the picture and name of the person that made 
it, and it makes us feel like we made an impact 
with this project we’re doing,” said senior Mi-
chelle Lui, a student in Ms. Street’s class.
    Additionally, The Pulsera Project is consid-
ered a Fair Trade exchange, meaning that the 
Pulsera Project follows the Fair Trade Federa-
tion’s objective of creating sustainable partner-
ships in trade between countries all around the 
world. “The Project employs Pulsera Artisans, 
and buys the bracelets from them at three times 
the market value in order to make it beneficial 

to them. Then, they sell them around the coun-
try and world in schools, like Atholton,” said 
Lev Axler, junior and student of Ms. Street.
     The bracelets were 
sold from Tuesday, 
February 20 to Fri-
day, March 2 during 
lunch shifts and Raid-
er Time. They each 
cost $5, all of which 
will go to the brace-
let artisans in Central 
America.
     Ms. Street is using 
The Pulsera Project to 
fulfill the internation-
al requirement for AP 
With WE project, a program that weaves service 
learning into the AP curricula through relevant 
coursework and a service project. Run by the 
CollegeBoard, this project covers six classes, 

and Ms. Street is the first teacher at Atholton 
to utilize this partnership. She came across the 
AP With We program over the summer while 

“doing some research on 
revamping the Spanish 
AP curriculum.” 
     Whether you're a 
bracelet aficionado or 
would rather display the 
colorful pulseras on your 
backpack zipper, your 
purchase will aid tal-
ented artisans and their 
families who need a little 
extra support. Por favor, 
ayude las personas que 
necesitan ayuda y com-

pran las pulseras.

Thanks to all the students and staff at Atholton 
who purchased a pulsera! We have raised over 
$1,250 to support The Pulsera Project.  

Two AP Spanish Students help sell the colorful pulseras during lunch shifts.  

Learning the Lingua Franca
by Raymond Brown
Staff Reporter

The Pulsera Project has 
raised over $2,000,000 by 
selling bracelets, and now 
Atholton students have the 
chance to be a part of this 
international campaign.

    From calculus to chemistry to Common 
Core English, the typical high school school 
day is challenging. But for Atholton’s ESOL 
students, there is yet another hurdle: over-
coming the foreign language barrier.
  “The English language here isn’t necessar-
ily taught the same in different countries,” 
said ESOL teacher Ms. Edwards. “English is 
sometimes backwards compared to the rest 
of the world, just like something as simple 
as the way we right our date. Every single 
student in my class from their country writes 
their date a specific way, and it’s the same 
way.  We write it different, almost back-
wards than they do. 
It’s the little things 
like this that might 
make English con-
fusing for a non-na-
tive speaker.”
    The ESOL pro-
gram was founded in 
1976 in order to give 
international stu-
dents and non-native 
speakers in grades 
K-12 extra help with 
learning the English 
language and neces-
sary English skills. 
 21According to 
HCPSS’s ESOL website, “The program 
focuses on developing their proficiency in 
processing and producing academic English 
language.” At Atholton, however, most of 
the ESOL students are already on grade lev-
el, so they just need help in minor skills that 
are second nature to native English speakers, 
Ms. Edwards said.
    Oscar Giron, a Spanish speaking student 

in the ESOL program, said that he had been 
making mistakes in his writing, reading, listen-
ing, and speaking, but ESOL helped him im-
prove his English.
    Moving from El Salvador to the United 
States, Giron still misses his native country. 
Most of his family members live there, and 
he said that El Salvadorian food in America 
does not taste the same as it does in his home 
country. Others reflect the same homesick sen-
timents. “When I miss my country, I like to lis-
ten to music from my country and looking at 
my old albums from Ethiopia,” ESOL student 
Minieteab Kme said. 
     The strangeness of the English language 
isn’t the difficult part of adjusting to life in 
America. “Living in America is not easy,” 

said Kme. “When I was 
back in my country, I re-
member playing with my 
friends the whole day, so 
it was difficult to adapt 
the situation. School is 
very different. We have 
to use a bus to get home, 
and we use a lot of tech-
nology [that I’ve] never 
had experience with.”
    Although living and 
attending  to school in 
America is not easy, it 
does have its perks. “All 
Turkish students really 
love the yellow school 
buses, and dream about 

going to school in America so they can ride 
the yellow school bus.  In Turkey our school 
buses are white and boring,”  Freshman Sena 
Guien said. “We always dreamed about having 
a locker in the hallway of the school. In Tur-
key, our lockers are in the classrooms.”  
    Moreover, many students look forward to be-
ing a part of American society, as well as meet-

ing friends and peers from around the globe. 
“I was excited to learn how students learn 
and how teachers teach in America. I was 
also excited to meet students from different 
cultures and learn what Americans are like. 
Now I have friends from other countries that 
I met at Atholton,” Guien continued to say.
    Ms. Edwards also noted that her students 
and their families are often drawn to America 
due to the vast  opportunities here. In other 
countries, schooling is often very strict com-
pared to the education system in America. 
For example, in Germany, 15-years-olds 
must do well in school and on their tests or 
else they must get a job and stop attending 
school, according to Ms. Edwards. “One of 
my students had to become a pizza boy on 
a bike because that is all he could do before 
he tried to go back and get his GED,” Ms. 
Edwards said.   
    To enroll in the ESOL program students 
must take a test on a variety of English skills 
and receive below a certain score to be con-
sidered for the program. After the student 
receives his/her score, he/she may opt out of 
the ESOL program. Currently there are 14 
students in the ESOL program at Atholton 
who speak six different languages.
    The ESOL program also counts as a lan-
guage credit, but many students in ESOL  
also take a different language class, as well. 
Ms. Edwards says she teaches a freshman 
who is also in Spanish 4 Honors. 
    The ESOL  program builds friendships, 
teaches students the English language, and 
helps people from all across the globe. Guien 
says, “It is great to be a high school student 
here because everyone is so nice and helps 
you.”
    The program has helped dozens of students 
since its reintroduction this year, and regard-
less of what language(s) you speak, it’s cer-
tainly something to talk about.

Every single student in my 
class from their country 

writes their date a specific 
way, and it’s the same way.  
We write it different, almost 
backwards than they do. It’s 
the little things like this that 
might make English confus-
ing for a non-native speaker.
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A Place for A Latte of Creativity

by Chera Yoon
Staff Reporter 

     National English Honors Society’s first annual Coffee House 
took place on Tuesday, January 30, providing the community 
with the chance to espress-o everything on their minds: wheth-
er it was in the form of music or literature. 
     “As the National English Honors Society, we wanted to 
highlight the art form of English. What better way to do that 
than to have students share poetry, read aloud, and gather for an 
evening of the arts?” said Mr. Vennard, co-sponsor of the club.
     The National English Honors Society (NEHS) was first 
introduced to Atholton by Ms. Lucente four years ago, as an 
selective club for English scholars in the school. Since its es-
tablishment, the organization has sought to spread the love for 
English around the community.
     The idea of Coffee House was based off of the Poetry Night 
that Atholton’s NEHS hosted last year, which inspired mem-
bers to organize a similar but more welcoming and inclusive 
event. 
     Coffee House was especially important as it was combined  
with the induction of new NEHS members. The club also cel-
ebrated the culmination of a sucessful book drive for Harlem 
Park Elementary School in Baltimore. Over the course of two 
weeks, the Atholton community collectively raised over 2,500 
books to donate to the school, where 99% of the students are 
low income and only 5% of the kids meet proficiency standards 
in English. 
     “Thanks to all the lovely families, students, and teachers at 
Atholton, we were so glad we were able to display these won-
derful books at Coffee House,” said Aliza Saunders, the vice 
president of the NEHS.
     While NEHS has a four hour service obligation for its mem-
bers, the goal of this book drive stemmed from their desire to 
support the community around them. “[Harlem Park] is a place 
that is a lot less fortunate than we are, and we wanted to use 
our resources to help them,” NEHS President Claire Silberman 
said. “Our motto of NEHS is ‘Gelast sceal mid are,’ and in old 
English that means duty goes with honor. We wanted to make 

sure that people were actually feeling like they were making a 
difference in their community, especially with the books going 
to such a worthy cause.”
     Given that this was NEHS’s first time organizing Coffee 
House, Silberman mentioned one of the biggest challenges 
they encountered: advertising. “It’s difficult to get the an-
nouncements out, efficiently and effectively, and get a cross 
section of the students. We hope in the future to start marketing 
and advertising a few weeks beforehand to try to get as many 
students possible from different social groups and different 
classes to be able to come and enjoy Coffee House.”
     Coffee House, unlike most school-wide events, was main-
ly managed by the members of the NEHS themselves. The 
legwork included coordinating performances, contacting per-
formers, preparing the food, decorating the Media Center, and 
bringing in books. “Of course, we couldn’t have done it with-
out our advisors, Mr. Vennard and Ms. Timmel,” Silberman 
said. 
     At Coffee House, 23 performers sang, read, and recited, each 
varying in their own sense. Moments of laughter and solemnity 
filled the Media Center that evening. 
     Senior Sophie Lasher performed her original song “Stained,” 
sharing her personal story. “My goal as a songwriter is to take 
my experiences and turn them into something everyone can 
relate to. This one was also one of those songs that came out 
saying exactly what I was feeling in the moment I wrote it, 
which is incredibly satisfying,” Lasher reflected. 
     Nico Greenawalt, another senior, recited three of his poems 
that dealt with his journey as a transgender individual. “Writ-
ing this helped me sort out my feelings,” he said. “I think that 
if a person is struggling, it can help to turn that pain into art.” 
Greenawalt furthered by saying that he wanted his poems to 
assist the empowerment of students like him in Atholton: “A 
lot of people don’t understand what being transgender is, or 
how difficult it is to transition. It isn’t just about the pain. I 
want the Atholton community to know that transgender people 
exist. I want my words to reach LGBT youth at Atholton, and I 
hope that our school’s community can become more open and 
accepting to all students.”
     Without question, the Coffee House was an extraordinary 
chance for the Atholton community to show a latte of creativ-
ity. 

Nico Greenwalt, former staff reporter, reads his poem at the National English Honor Society’s Coffee House.

 

by Kellen Morris 
Staff Reporter

     Whenever there is a snow day or even a delay in Howard 
County, most students and teachers wake up with excitement 
and a renewed sense of happiness. They can sleep in, eat a good 
breakfast, watch Netflix, and get a little extra time to do that 
homework they “forgot” about. However, this decision to can-
cel school due to inclement weather doesn’t happen overnight. 
It takes a team of people and departments working late nights 
and early mornings to help make this call.
     Principal Ms. Hutchens and Assistant Principal Mr. Scible 
called this decision making process “very thorough” but also 
“tough.”
     One of the main people behind this decision making pro-
cess is Tom McNeal, the Director of Security, Emergency Pre-
paredness in HCPSS. McNeal works closely with the Director 
of Transportation, David Ramsey, the man who officially makes 
“the call,” or sends the Superintendent a recommendation. 
     According to McNeal, he and Ramsey look at a variety of 
factors and sources to help them make their recommendation. 
The decisions, McNeal said, are based off a plethora of envi-
ronmental factors, such as the type and amount of precipita-
tion expected, as well as the amount of wind. Both McNeal 
and Ramsey analyze information from several Howard County 
specific consultants and nationwide weather sources. Ramsey 
gathers information from meteorologists, the Howard County 
Department of Public Works-Bureau of Highways, the Howard 
County Office of Emergency Management, and other How-
ard County facilities, and McNeal relies primarily on National 
Weather Service Baltimore and Washington Field Office for 
weather updates.
     McNeal says that sometimes, “we are working early morn-
ings, nights, or weekends to keep the Superintendent informed.” 
He added that when there is inclement weather, they “begin the 
discussions about the incoming weather system[s] well before it 
arrives,” which likely means getting very little sleep on the days 
that the weather forecasts dangerous conditions. 
     According to McNeal, those involved in the decision making 
process do a lot to analyze the incoming weather, such as “ex-
change key information, hold conference calls, and meetings to 
discuss the incoming weather.” The process, according to Mr. 
Scible, starts around 3 a.m.
      This process has changed over the years, Ms. Hutchens said, 
specifically in the years since she has been in part of Howard 
County. “People now very quickly know once the decision has 
been made, before it used to take a half an hour to an hour 
before the public knew.”
     Even though Ramsey and McNeal consult several Howard 
County departments to decide if the entire school system clos-
es, they do not have a known say in the closing of individual 
schools. According to Ms. Hutchens, only Central Office and 
the principal of that school decide whether the individual 
school closes. She added that if there are a hazardous condi-
tion that only affect Atholton, such as a water main break or 
broken heating system, then she would “send [her] information 
to somebody at Central Office and the Superintendent would 
make the call.” 
     Furthermore, she and Mr. Scible also said that the school, 
more specifically the custodians, are in charge of clearing the 
schools sidewalks of snow or ice, while the county is in charge 
of plowing the school parking lots.
     The Howard County decision making process for inclement 
weather is in fact a long, tough, and thorough one, but most of 
all it is the definition of a team effort when it comes to making 
the final call.

It’s Snow Joke 
It’s every student’s favorite notifica-
tion: “Howard County schools are 
closed today for inclement weather.” 
But who really makes those calls? 
Here’s an inside look at the HoCo 
“Snow Man.”

 Come see Atholton’s theatre 
department perform 

Thursday, March 1 @ 7:00 p.m.
Friday, March 2 @ 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 3 @ 2:00 & 7:00 p.m.

AP testing is almost 
here! Remember to sign up 
in Naviance by March 14 to 

avoid late fees.  
Congratulations to Ambika Sid-
dabathula and Kieran Newell 
for becoming the two Student 
Member of the Board (SMOB) 
candidates for the 2018-2019. 
Voting will  take place in Raider 
Time on April 18.  

Get the 
Scoop 





  What is up with these horror movies? Having never seen a 
horror movie before, I was awestruck by the amount of times 
that characters in Insidious: The Last Key could have prevented 
multiple deaths and jumpscares. Simply turning the lights on or 
locking a door could have saved the main character from being 
grabbed by the spirit of a girl who had died in her house many 
years before.
     On January 5, I decided that watching a horror movie with two 
of my friends would be a good idea. I am always open to trying new 
activities, but seeing Insidious: The Last Key was not something that 
was ever on my to do list. 
     My friends have informed me in the past about the amount of care-
less actions that happen in scary movies. I have heard of the typical 
“Don’t open the door!” but I was nowhere near prepared. Throughout 
the movie, I found myself leaning over to my friend asking her “why 
are the characters doing that?” “Why is that character alone?” “Why 
don’t the characters just turn on the lights?!” I was enraged by this sim-
ple aspect.
     Throughout the movie, I could feel the nightmares that were bound to 
come. There I was, stress eating my large popcorn, slurping away at my 
bright blue ICEE, clutching onto the stuffed animal I had just won in the 
claw machine, trying to hide behind my hands but also not wanting to miss 
out from the action. The first jumpscare came, completely predictable, yet I 
was still petrified. Along with about half of the people in the theater, I sat in 
my seat screaming and spilling popcorn on the floor.
     In the movie Insidious, there is the stereotypical scary little girl named 
Elise who, in just the opening seconds of the movie, gave me the chills. She 
ended up finding a demon living in her basement that soon became dangerous 
in the first twenty minutes of the movie, which gave me a bad feeling for the 

scenes to come. 60 years later, with the aid of her two semi-helpful assistants 
, Elise must help get rid of the demon that is still haunting the house, and the 
directors took every opportunity they could to scare every cell in my body.
     With this said, in my mind, turning on the lights could have solved a 
number of horrifying problems that arose in Insidious. With the lights on, 
the characters could have more easily found the clues to get rid of the 
demon, seen the demon with their own eyes, and avoided being snuck up 
on by the demon. 
     Walking into the theater, I realized that I was one of few people 
there that did not want to see this movie. My friends were hyping me 
up before the movie but as soon as the lights went out, I knew I was 
doomed. Throughout the movie, I was yelling at myself in my head 
asking, “Why did I think this was a good idea?” I realized about 
halfway through the movie that I was shaking and curled in a ball 
around my popcorn, munching away to distract myself from the 
fear of the scenes to come. 
     I left the theater feeling awestruck as to how scary I thought the 
movie was. Although Insidious: The Last Key is only PG-13, it 
was one of the most terrifying experiences of my life.
     To say the least, I was flipping out while watching the movie. 
I have never really been into scary films, and I have managed 
to avoid any movies with the word horror in the description. 
However, when the opportunity presented itself I thought 
“why not?” 
     It turns out that the feeble “why not?” led me down a 
dark and scary road, much like the one that Elise’s family 
home is on. I was terrified during the entire movie, and the 
whole night after I thought that the demon girl was going 
to capture me. I guess that this means that there are no 
more peaceful nights in my near future.

The World is a Scary Place by Erin Edwards
Staff Reporter

 For any carb-loving foodie like me, the 
idea of dieting sounds like an actual 
nightmare. Eating healthy portions 
instead of gorging on chips and snacks? 
No, thank you. Yet, despite my complete 
distaste for the idea, on January 8, I start-
ed my week-long adventure of living life 
on one of the strictest diets a person can 
follow: the paleo diet.
     On this diet, you’re allowed to eat only 
all-natural, non-processed foods that were 
available to people as hunters-and-gath-
erers. Vegetables, fruits, meats, and nuts 
are all allowed, as well as natural spices 
that haven’t been tampered with. All other 
foods, such as legumes, dairy, grains, and 
sugars, are strictly off limits.
     I soon became aware of the fact that I 
would have to cook my own meals (lunch, 
dinner and the once in a blue-moon break-
fast) for a week, which, to be completely 
honest, was a daunting task. I quickly had 
to learn how to manage my time and bal-
ance my responsibilities, which surpris-

ingly ended up not being as difficult 
as I had first thought it would be. I 
got into the habit of making my lunch 
the night before, utilizing of leftovers 
from the night before, loads of pre-
packaged fruits.
     A little nervous and excited to 
try something new, I (unknowingly) 
managed to eat one of the most con-
troversial foods on this diet: peas. 
For the entirety of my life, I have 
always considered peas to be a veg-
etable. Apparently, however, they 
are not vegetables and are, in fact, 
legumes–one of the many forbid-
den food groups. While I learned of 
my mistake by Tuesday and quickly 
changed my meal plan for the week, 
that didn’t change the fact that I had 
already messed up yet another diet.
     Wednesday morning brought 
something new, a feeling I can only 
describe as withdrawal. The nov-
elty and excitement surrounding a 
change in my routine had long since 
worn off, and the sight and smell of 
the carb-heavy foods that are never 
far from reach in my house began to 
drive me crazy. I had cooked vege-
tables, seasoned with chili powder, 

    My video game experience is limited to falling 
off Rainbow Road and flunking out of Rock Band. 
From time to time I’ll play the occasional game of 
Tetris. But violent shooter games are strictly off 
limits. Evidence shows that players display in-
creased aggression, and that’s a type of toxic mas-
culinity that I’m just not here for. I’m convinced 
this normalization of violence contributes to the 
desensitized culture of 
violence in a country that 
touts the highest annual 
mass shooting count. But, 
for this Fish Out Of Water 
story, I was willing to put 
my principles aside and 
try my hand at Battlefield 
4.
    One Saturday night, 
my brother graciously 
welcomed me into his 
gaming lair and offered to teach me how to play. 
I soon learned that the chaotic din that all too of-
ten emanates from our basement is actually the 
Siege of Shanghai–a multiplayer map that pits the 
United States Marine Corps against the People’s 
Liberation Army, according to the Game’s wiki. 
Every player is sorted into teams of 32 and squads 
of five. The goal is to capture “objectives,” or lo-
cations on the map, for your team. I’ll admit, the 
level of detail in these games is astounding–from 
the city layout to the players’ physicality. We’ve 
come a long way since Pac-Man
    I watched my brother play a few games, and 
dutifully observed as he maneuvered through 

Hell’s 

angels. A 

deafening silence. 

Jumbo shrimp. Rock 

climbing Chera?

I am not the closest 

friends with physical 

activity. Yoga, swimming, 

jogging — it doesn’t  matter; 

you’ll hear me groan at the thought of it. 

Nonetheless, I decided to go rock climbing 

at Earth Treks, a climbing center.

     According to the Huffington Post, rock 

climbing not only builds muscle and endur-

ance, but it also results in a reduction of stress and 

improvement in brain function. The practice “helps 

you lead a happier, healthier life,” apparently! Take my 

word when I say that reading these supposed benefits did 

not prevent the chills down my gills. 

    Prior to their visit, Earth Treks requires all participants to 

sign online forms to ensure safety. 

      Feeding my panic, the waiver read: “I understand 

the foregoing acknowledgment of risk, responsibil-

ity, and release of liability for any 

injury or death.”

I can tell you one thing for sure — 

I didn’t want to die.

What first met me inside the 

center was a small shop 

for climbing 

equip-

m e n t , 

hiding the 

walls covered 

with rock holds. 

I witnessed a notice-
ably wide 

variety of climbers, in- cluding couples on 

dates, fifth graders, and a woman who looked to 

be in her 50s. We were handed special shoes and 

harnesses; my friend and I stepped into a rock lover’s 

dreams. 

    “I started rock climbing when I was 13 years old. I basically did an in-

troductory course, just like you guys did, and I got hooked up. I was never 

really scared of climbing or heights,” our guide told us. Not exactly in my 

case, Mason!

    I began my first climb half excited, half terrified. Constantly being shouted “go 

for it” and “nice” helped, but the moment I lost grip and dangled off a single rope, 

all I could do was yell for help. 

      The second journey up was a lot better and quicker. I felt myself getting used 

to the cycle: 1) secure your feet, 2) push, 3) reach your arm for the next rock!  

     By the time I was at the very top of my last climb, white chalk had com-

pletely coated my once-black pants. Why do people do this was the 

only thing that came into my mind as I descended the final 

wall, eyes half-closed.

95% of the experience was panic and pain, and you 

will never see me at Earth Treks again. But upon 

reflecting back with sore arms that night, I felt 

the slightest feeling of satisfaction and pride that 

seemed to fulfill the remaining 5%.

At least I lived to tell the gripping tale. 

A Rocky Start: Climbing My Way To the Top
by Chera Yoon
Staff Reporter

The Raider Review sent six reporters on missions to leave 
their comfort zones. From horror movies to horseback-
riding, each embraced an experience that they never 
would have normally done. Here are their stories.

A Day in the Life of a Caveman
by Nickie Giglio
Opinions Editor

On Xbox, Nobody Plays Games
by Claire Silberman
Editor-in-Chief 

Staff reporter Chera Yoon goes rock climbing.



Horseback riding. Who knew, right? 
    Apparently, everyone in Howard County except me. Out of all the doz-
ens of people I’ve asked about riding a horse, more than half told me that 
they either currently take lessons or have distant recollections of getting 
on one when they were younger. It might not have been the worst idea 
if those living, breathing animals were somewhat opposed to letting 
you, the flea of a human that just climbed onto its back, plummet to the 
ground in a tangle of limbs and swear words. As it is, no horse gives a 
flying hoof what happens to you while you’re on top of it. Or under it, 
if you fall off like I almost did.  
    Another thing—horses are scary. No, I’m not talking about the cute 
little ponies who trot around with chubby little toddlers on them. I’m 
talking about the huge, terrifying, powerful mammals who pull big 
ol’ wagons and eat mountains for breakfast. And their teeth! You 
know why you don’t look a gifted horse in the mouth? Because they 
will literally swallow you whole. That’s why. 
    But despite all of that, I still went. The first thing to occur when 
I arrived was to be shown all the big, scary animals that we would 
be riding around on. The only problem was that they weren’t as 
huge or as horrible as I thought they would be. In fact, halfway 
through being introduced to all of them, I was cooing and awwing 
at them like an old single woman does with her cats. True, sev-
eral of them attempted to bite my fingers off but I attributed that 
to the chilly weather. 
    Then it was time to mount the horses. Now, let’s get one thing 
straight. The only reason I didn’t entirely hate this experience 

was because of Rex, my chosen horse. Rex was an 
older, ebony-colored joy who was patient and kind 
enough to deal with my nervous, frantic self for an 
hour. An hour that beautiful stallion let me flail, jerk, 
and tug on his reigns while accidentally kicking him in 
the sides on occasion. It might’ve had something to do 
with me slipping him a mint or two between sessions, 
but I’d never tell the instructors that. 
    If you have never been on a horse before, the first thing 
that you will notice is the undeniable sensation that you 
are about to fall off. And even though your instructor is 
going to assure you over and over again that you are not 
going to capsize like in the reenactment of Titanic, you 
have already convinced yourself that you are going to top-
ple over at a moment’s notice.
      I managed to stay in control. Yet all too soon, they let us 
go for a stretch with no help. No instructor to walk us around 
with an encouraging smile. They informed us that we were 
supposed to squeeze our legs around the horse, pull lightly on 
the reigns, keep our heels horizontal to the floor, stare straight 
ahead, and switch between standing in the saddle and going 
back down in time with the horse’s steps. All at the same time. 
Evidently, it was the hardest thing I’ve done in months. The 
worst part was trying to figure out whether you were doing any 
of it right. From the sympathetic frowns and wincing smiles 
from onlookers, I could tell that the chubby toddlers were doing 
much better than me. 
    Rex took it like a champ, right up until the end. We were fi-
nally let off our horses, and I did almost trip to the ground then 
because my knees felt as if they had been replaced with jelly. With 
a firm pat on the side to Rex, and another thank-you-for-putting-
up-with-me mint, we said our goodbyes. All in all, my experience 
was less than horrible and I now have plans to adopt Rex. If you are 
interested in riding a horse, I encourage you to try it. Just remember 
to bring mints.

A Spur of the Moment Decision
by Alex Gardner
Staff Reporter

ingly ended up not being as difficult 
as I had first thought it would be. I 
got into the habit of making my lunch 
the night before, utilizing of leftovers 
from the night before, loads of pre-
packaged fruits.
     A little nervous and excited to 
try something new, I (unknowingly) 
managed to eat one of the most con-
troversial foods on this diet: peas. 
For the entirety of my life, I have 
always considered peas to be a veg-
etable. Apparently, however, they 
are not vegetables and are, in fact, 
legumes–one of the many forbid-
den food groups. While I learned of 
my mistake by Tuesday and quickly 
changed my meal plan for the week, 
that didn’t change the fact that I had 
already messed up yet another diet.
     Wednesday morning brought 
something new, a feeling I can only 
describe as withdrawal. The nov-
elty and excitement surrounding a 
change in my routine had long since 
worn off, and the sight and smell of 
the carb-heavy foods that are never 
far from reach in my house began to 
drive me crazy. I had cooked vege-
tables, seasoned with chili powder, 

    My video game experience is limited to falling 
off Rainbow Road and flunking out of Rock Band. 
From time to time I’ll play the occasional game of 
Tetris. But violent shooter games are strictly off 
limits. Evidence shows that players display in-
creased aggression, and that’s a type of toxic mas-
culinity that I’m just not here for. I’m convinced 
this normalization of violence contributes to the 
desensitized culture of 
violence in a country that 
touts the highest annual 
mass shooting count. But, 
for this Fish Out Of Water 
story, I was willing to put 
my principles aside and 
try my hand at Battlefield 
4.
    One Saturday night, 
my brother graciously 
welcomed me into his 
gaming lair and offered to teach me how to play. 
I soon learned that the chaotic din that all too of-
ten emanates from our basement is actually the 
Siege of Shanghai–a multiplayer map that pits the 
United States Marine Corps against the People’s 
Liberation Army, according to the Game’s wiki. 
Every player is sorted into teams of 32 and squads 
of five. The goal is to capture “objectives,” or lo-
cations on the map, for your team. I’ll admit, the 
level of detail in these games is astounding–from 
the city layout to the players’ physicality. We’ve 
come a long way since Pac-Man
    I watched my brother play a few games, and 
dutifully observed as he maneuvered through 

The Raider Review sent six reporters on missions to leave 
their comfort zones. From horror movies to horseback-
riding, each embraced an experience that they never 
would have normally done. Here are their stories.

pepper, and olive oil, a container of 
blueberries, and a chopped yellow 
pepper for lunch that day, and ab-
solutely nothing listed above helped 
fill the gaping hole in my heart (and 
stomach). In all honesty, I debated 
ending it right then and there–going 
up to the lunch lady and ordering 
myself some tater-tots, because, re-
ally, potatoes are a vegetable. Yet, 
somehow, I managed to remain 
strong, devoured copious amounts 
of pistachios once I got home to try 
and trick myself into being full, and 
settled down to wait for dinner (my 
mom had decided to treat us all to 
a paleo-friendly dinner. It was far 
better than anything I had made that 
week.)
    That day was a turning point in 
my diet. And no, it’s not one of 
those “I realized I could live with-
out carbs after all!” kind of changes, 
it’s the “I have no desire to continue 
this but I’m too stubborn to give up” 
kind. So, I sacrificed a full stomach 
for the laziness that ensued and 
feasted on more chicken, fruits, and 
vegetables for the next two days. 
Friday afternoon my dad treated me 

to a fried egg, which was quite nice 
and a very welcome supplement to 
what I had been surviving on prior. 
I was beyond elated at the fact that 
Friday marked the last day of my diet 
and that, come Saturday morning, I 
would be able to devour an enormous 
bowl of cereal in celebration.
     When Saturday came, I was a bit 
more tentative to take my first bite 
of the banned foods than I thought I 
would be. I suppose I had been a bit 
conditioned into associating those 
foods with something inherently ma-
licious, despite the fact that that’s ob-
viously not true at all. Yet, gradually 
I overcame this block and once again 
relished in the ability to eat chips and 
crackers whenever I pleased.
     While I managed to find decent 
enough substitutes for some of my 
favorite dishes (oven-roasted chick-
en and strawberries appeared on my 
plate a lot during the week), I can 
wholeheartedly say that the paleo diet 
is not for me. There are far too many 
exceptions and rules and guidelines to 
follow for my liking, and again, the 
omission of bread entirely? Absolute-
ly no way I could live like that.

A Day in the Life of a Caveman

On Xbox, Nobody Plays Games
the wreckage, past skyscraper ruins and burning ve-
hicles. I learned about the different types of guns, 
and when and how to use them. My brother told 
me about all types of tips and tricks, like shooting a 
tank from behind to incur maximum damage (which 
just seemed cruel) and picking ammo off fallen sol-
diers (heartbreakingly poignant). After learning the 
controls, I went to the test range to practice my skill. 
And I use the term “skill” loosely– I missed 9 out 
of 10 moving targets, and crashed a helicopter right 
into the water. I did discover my specialty: shooting 
stationary targets from very close range. When I fi-

nally began to understand what 
all the buttons on the controller 
did, I entered into battle. 
    Knowing I would die a sad 
and sudden death, I had my 
brother time how long it would 
take me to lose my virtual life. 
On attempt one I lasted an im-
pressive 14.72 seconds until 
an enemy combatant shot me 
in the chest and splotches of 
blood framed the screen, which 

was a bit unsettling, but it’s fine. On attempt two, 
I’m proud to say that I doubled my lifespan, last-
ing 28.31 seconds. On this try, I somehow managed 
to commit suicide. Who knew you could do that in 
video games? Turns out you can die by going out of 
bounds...RIP. 
    After two rounds, I had to stop playing. I’m pretty 
prone to motion sickness (thanks, genetics), and by 
this point in my gaming adventure I was feeling pret-
ty nauseated. I retreated beneath my blanket fort for a 
few minutes and made an effort to start anew, but I took 
the continued queasiness as a sign from the video game 
gods that maybe I should just stick to Tetris.

by Claire Silberman
Editor-in-Chief 

    As I took my socks and shoes off and stood on the hard, dirty 
floor of the Oakland Mills Middle School cafeteria and went 
to the center of the room, I felt a queasiness unparalleled in 
any other circumstance. I was doing martial arts, awkwardly 
kneeling on the ground, the only one in the class not wearing a 
martial arts uniform. 
     The uncomfortable feeling only went up from there when 
we started doing stretches. I was red-faced, exerting all of my 
strength to do what everyone else was performing effortlessly. I 
was stuck in some strange positions, including downward-fac-
ing dog and a one with my leg straight up in the air. While in 
a particularly challenging stretch, the instructor, Robert, said, 
“If you start to feel a tearing feeling, you can stop.” After that 
particularly alarming moment and a few other stretches, we all 
stood up. 
     Everyone else started practicing their routines. Robert start-
ed explaining to me the lofty philosophies of Tang Soo Do and 
its importance to America during the 1960s. I glanced inter-
mittently out of surprise every time someone yelled during a 
move, but the instructor never flinched. I was taught basic com-
mands such as Junbi and Geuman. I did the positions, lagging 
far behind the others in just about everything there was to lag 
behind in. 
     We went over punches, with another student and I taking 
turns holding the two pads with our hands. I was extremely 
nervous holding the pads since the other person’s punches be-
ing much faster and harder than mine. I was told to yell when 
turning around, but I had absolutely no idea what to yell or 
how loud to yell. I was taught the position to repeatedly punch 
from, and got really reluctant to punch with any sort of ferocity. 

When I held the pads, I could sense the anger being unleashed in the other person’s punches. 
I was terrified.
     The next week, I learned some forms, aka. choreographed moving. It was awkward while 
I clumsily went through the motions while another student long-windedly explained to me 
the science, psychology, and geometry behind every single turn and punch.
     The most utterly nerve-wracking part of the entire experience was four corners. My eyes 
got wider with every word the instructor said while explaining four corners. Apparently, 
four corners consists of someone standing on a mat while people attack him or her from all 
sides with jiu jitsu. Scary, right? Indeed. Before I was summoned to the middle, two black 
belts had it. I watched in horror as they put chokeholds, bear hugs, and takedowns on each 
other. I was called to the middle, and people took turns grabbing me in a choreographed and 
organized way. I was ordered to fend them off with moves I had learned, and did all of them 
in the wrong way. After the four corners exercise, a student had warned me that I could have 
broken my own wrist by simply pulling up on it during an escape from a hold. I accepted the 
advice, and kept going through the awkward motions until I was allowed to put my socks and 
shoes on and get back into my comfort zone.
     A fish out of water, in fact possibly a fish in the upper atmosphere, I walked out of the 
school cafeteria rather humbled by the extremes of Tang Soo Do. 

Dojo Dreams of 
The Karate Kid 

by Trevor Silbert
Staff Reporter`

Alex leads Rex the horse out for a ride.    
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Living Without Net Neutrality

by Nickie Giglio
Opinions Editor 

     Ever since the FCC voted to repeal the relatively new net-
work (net) neutrality laws, there has been an overwhelming 
desire to know what exactly is going to happen next. Yet, in 
order to fully understand and prepare for the new future of the 
internet, we must first know what exactly net neutrality is and 
how it impacts our everyday use of the World Wide Web. 
What is Net Neutrality?
     To put it simply, net neutrality is the complete and total 
freedom of the internet. Under net neutrality, internet service 
providers (ISPs) are unable to block, charge money for, or slow 
down connections to any websites or content. Net neutrality 
was first administered in 2015 during Obama’s second term and 
resulted in the reclassification of the internet as a common carri-
er telecommunications service (or more simply, a public utility, 
like water or electricity), whereas prior to this it was considered 
an information service. 
Why Repeal Net Neutrality?
     Ajit Pai, the current FCC Chairman and long-time opposer of 
net neutrality, claimed that these regulations are stunting inno-
vation and based on “hypothetical harms and hysterical proph-
ecies of doom.” Pai believed that these regulations put in place 
under Title II (the section of The Communications Act of 1964 
that deals with common carriers, i.e., any company or person 
that transports goods to other companies or people) were not 
administered in order to fix a pressing issue, but were instead 
imposed only to give the Federal Government control of the 
internet, something they had apparently longed for for years. 
     Many internet providers were on board with the repeal of net 
neutrality, coming out with statements of how the strict regula-
tions prevented them from expanding their services. According 
to the FCC, one unnamed yet allegedly major ISP decided not 
to start building an out-of-home wifi network due to the uncer-
tainty over what was allowed and what was not.

     The FCC’s website also 
stated that, “Following the 
adoption of the Obama 
Administration’s 2015 
heavy-handed Internet reg-
ulations, broadband invest-
ment has fallen for two years 
in a row—the first time that’s 
happened outside of a reces-
sion in the Internet era.” 
What Happens Now?
     Now that net neutrali-
ty has been repealed, it is 
once again legal for ISPs to 
charge more for certain con-
tent or throttle connections 
to website that don’t benefit 
the company itself. The FCC 
has stepped forward and stat-
ed that “any internet service 
provider would be required 
to publicly disclose this prac-
tice and would face fierce 
consumer backlash as well as 

scrutiny from the Federal Trade Commission, which will have 
renewed authority to police unfair, deceptive, and anticompet-
itive practices.” 
     It also, however, assured the general public that “this didn’t 
happen before the Obama Administration’s 2015 heavy-hand-
ed Internet regulations, and it won’t happen after they are re-
pealed,” when in actuality there have been several recorded 
attempts. See the following list for examples:
•   Comcast throttled uploads from peer-to-peer file sharing 

applications and did not stop until the Federal Communi-
cations Commission ordered them to stop

• In 2004, The Madison River Communications company 
restricted customers’ access to Vonage (which rivaled their 
own service) and was fined $15,000 as a punishment.

• AT&T limited access to FaceTime so only users who paid 
more would have access to the app.

• In July 2017, Verizon Wireless users noticed that videos on 
Netflix and YouTube were loading slower than usual and 
accused the company of throttling. These claims were met 
with the explanation that they were testing the network, 
which was protected under the net neutrality rules.

     We can only hope that the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
will, in fact, step up and have the authority to “police unfair 
practices” like the FCC claims it will, unless, of course Con-
gress decides to overturn the repeal. Under the terms of the 
Congressional Review Act (CRA), Congress has 60 legislative 
days (days where Congress is in session, as opposed to regular 
calendar days) to review any new federal regulations, net neu-
trality being one of them. It remains to be seen whether or not 
Congress will act to save Net Neutrality.
Want to Learn More?
     You can watch the full debate on C-SPAN, and see the list 
of “myths and facts” on the FCC website. Take everything you 
hear from the FCC’s website (or campaign, for that matter) 
with a grain of salt, however. Closer inspection has revealed 
that many opinions and political statements have been slipped 
in under the guise of being a fact, so it would be a good idea 
to consult more than one source before you believe anything.

Ajit Pai explains the FCC decision to repeal Net Neutrality.

     

by Trevor Silbert
Staff Reporter

     This Bitcoin thing has been all over the news lately. What 
is Bitcoin all about?
     Bitcoin, unlike any other currency, isn’t backed by a gov-
ernment or authority. Instead, it is maintained by many indi-
viduals, where more people investing in the currency is bet-
ter. If you have a can of soup, and investors decide to invest 
in your soup, your soup is now incredibly valuable. Bitcoin 
works in the same fashion, with Bitcoin being worthless if the 
investors hate your soup.
     Why would anyone want to get Bitcoin?
     People like Bitcoin because they can send money to anyone 
else in the world with the click of a mouse. The network is 
partially anonymized, so people can buy money regardless of 
its source. However by late January Bitcoin took a massive 
hit, scaring investors and even prompting the creation of a 
suicide hotline for people impacted by the crash.
     How does Bitcoin work if it isn’t in the form 
of a coin or paper note?
     Bitcoin is maintained by computers, but the data is pro-
cessed by people called miners. People who have the mas-
sive computers to process the data of Bitcoin transactions are 
called miners. Many miners are in China, where regulation on 
Bitcoin mining is sparse. However, in recent months, China 
has pondered regulating mining due to the sheer amount of 
energy consumption of the mining computers. This has re-
cently triggered the catastrophic plummet of the new crypto-
currency, with the value of one Bitcoin dropping below half 
its peak price of $20,000.
     How does mining work?
   Mining involves incredibly powerful computers making 
exceedingly complicated calculations on every Bitcoin trans-
action. As we’ve seen recently with Kodak’s decision to lease 
mining computers to the public, mining is a lucrative business 
and is growing more each year. When you request Bitcoin 
from a website (the only way to get Bitcoin), Bitcoin is creat-
ed by mining computers.
     How variable is the price of Bitcoin?
     The price of Bitcoin is extremely variable and the price is 
almost totally fueled by speculative investors, not by decree 
of government. If you’re contemplating buying large amounts 
of Bitcoin or other cryptocurrencies (currencies that are only 
on the Internet), think twice. The price within the last twen-
ty four hours has fluctuated dramatically, so you probably 
shouldn’t invest in Bitcoin (but don’t look to this article for 
any financial advice).
     What about other cryptocurrencies?
     There are certainly other cryptocurrencies out there, in-
cluding Ethereum, Bitcoin Cash (a split-off from the original 
Bitcoin) and Bytether. These variants are created (“forked”) 
by making a new set of rules for wallet programs and min-
ing computers to follow, and are recorded at what time they 
split off from Bitcoin by what block was recording data at the 
time of the split. Most of these cryptocurrencies are created to 
speed up payments or to centralize recording of payments, as 
demonstrated by Bitcoin Cash.
     Wouldn’t the forking of Bitcoin damage the 
number of users of Bitcoin?
     Strangely, after Bitcoin Cash split from Bitcoin (Classic), 
Bitcoin reeled for a short amount of time, but ultimately re-
bounded. At present, most Bitcoin wallets support both ver-
sions of Bitcoin.
     The forking of Bitcoin is having an impact on the stability 
of Bitcoin. The 92% is normal Bitcoin, while the other per-
centages are forks of Bitcoin. A block is a set amount of data 
recorded in miner’s computers.
     How sketchy is Bitcoin?
     The Bitcoin isn’t inherently criminal, but it can be criminal 
due to the obscuring of the data of who purchased what. How-
ever, you’re not fully anonymous. You still have to register a 
debit or credit card to get Bitcoin, thus exposing your Bitcoin 
purchasing to your credit card company.
     Is Bitcoin secure?
     Bitcoin is secure, as long as you take security measures 
equivalent to your bank account. Don’t share your password, 
and don’t lose the device your Bitcoin wallet is on.
     Overall, Bitcoin is a novel idea now, being a quick and easy 
way to transfer cash between technology-conscious people. 
However, at present it has serious flaws. No wonder Bitcoin 
is described by people as a “collective delusion.”

Bitcoin Explained: 
The Truth About 
Cryptocurrency

Is Technology Taking Over Your Life?

    Tap your left pocket, tap 
your right pocket. You are 
now another victim of tech-
nology controlling your life, 
as with mostly everyone 
nowadays. The improvement 
of technology and its soft-
ware each year has made us 
more reliant and dependent 
on technology to get through 
our daily lives and its simple 
tasks. 
     In recent years, technol-
ogy has undergone many 
improvements. The iPhone, 
social media, virtual reality, 
electric cars, online stream-
ing, hoverboards, and drones 

are just a few of the innova-
tions that have sprung the last 
decade. Many of these mod-
ifications were introduced in 
order to make our lives easier, 
while some serve just for our 
amusement.
     However, with technolo-
gies many advantages like 
treating illnesses, enhancing 
communication, and mak-
ing our lives more efficient, 
comes its many disadvantag-
es. In my little experiment 
from earlier, you probably felt 
a little object that you don’t 
go anywhere without, your 
phone. 
     Admit it, whenever you’re 
in an awkward situation you 
take your phone out and pre-
tend you’re doing something 
important, when you’re really 
just looking at the same post 
for the fifth time. This is mak-
ing our society more anti-so-
cial by stopping new friend-
ships to be formed. 
     Also, whenever we partic-

Photo Courtesy of  Fortune

by Jake Feldman
Sports Editor

ipate in activities, we feel the 
need to either take pictures or 
record videos for others to see, 
ruining a fun time spent to in-
stead post on social media. It 
is almost to the point where we 
participate in activities just to 
post it on social media.
     Technology is also caus-
ing many to be less driven be-
cause objects and information 
are more easily accessible, 
lessening our determination 
to achieve and accomplish 
our goals. Smartphones give 
us the knowledge of an Ency-
clopedia and more, just in our 
pocket. Although smartphones 
are useful, whenever kids get 
a worksheet nowadays, they 
type the title straight into Goo-
gle followed by “answers,” in-
stead of actually trying to get 
the answers through analysis. 
     Along with the increase in 
laziness, comes the decrease 
in exercise. According to a 
study conducted by Northwest 

Primary Care Group, Amer-
icans got 32% less exercise 
and were 43% more inactive 
in 2009 than in 1965 due to 
our increase in the use of 
technology. The numbers 
have most likely increased 
since then and that is not be 
good for our overall health 
and well-being. 
     Although it would be hard 
for everyone to begin to step 
away from the excessive use 
of technology, it can be ac-
complished. First, we can 
limit the amount of time we 
check social media to once 
or twice a day, allowing us 
to focus on ourselves and 
not what others are doing. 
Also, we can begin to leave 
our phones at home from 
time to time, giving us the 
opportunity to enjoy living 
in the moment. With mod-
eration, we can begin to 
detach from technology and 
live our lives.

Over the past few de-
cades,  technology has 
become an integral part 
of our daily lives. How 
much is too much?



OpinionsMarch 2, 2018 Page 7

by Chloe Shader 
Staff Reporter

     The ten highest grossing movie franchises 
of all time include Harry Potter, Batman, Lord 
of the Rings, Spider Man, Transformers, Mar-
vel, James Bond, and The Fast and the Furi-
ous, according to Mental Floss. They all have 
something in common besides their box office 
success: the face of the franchise is a straight, 
white male. 
     Let’s start with gender. According to a 2014 
University of Southern California study, there 
are 3.4 male characters for every one woman 
character in America, and women are account-
ed for only 23.3% of leads or co-leads glob-
ally. Women are half of the population, yet on 
screen they are still portrayed as lesser beings, 
who can't handle the work that men can. This is 
not just blatantly inaccurate; it is harmful.  
     In the words of Geena Davis, who played 
Thelma in Thelma and Louise and now runs 
the Geena Davis Institute on Gender in Me-
dia, “we are in effect enculturating kids from 
the very beginning to see women and girls as 
not taking up half of the space,” she said in a 
Hollywood Reporter Article. Young children 
with impressionable minds see the media not 
giving females half of the room, and they ac-
cept it as normal. Indeed, according to a study 
conducted by Florida State University in 2011, 
male adults and animals were present in 100% 
of children's books while female adults and ani-
mals were only present in 33% of picture books 
in any given year. 
     Furthermore, during crowd scenes, where it 
would make sense for there to be a 50/50 ratio 
of women to men, there are only 17% wom-
en, according to the Geena Davis Institute on 
Gender in Media. These trends enforce the anti-
quated mindset that women should not be seen 
or heard; that women are simply sidekicks, 
love interests, and support for male protago-
nists. Females exist. Not only that, but they are 
capable of doing countless wonderful things in-
dependently, and not representing them as such 
is a sexist practice that must stop.  
     In a world where women make up 23% of 
STEM professions, movies fill STEM profes-
sions with women only 14% of the time. By 
increasing the representation of women in 
STEM in movies to a much higher percentage, 
our culture can nurture female astrophysicists, 
paleontologists, environmental engineers, cod-
ers, and software developers. When people see 
others like them being successful in a certain 
occupation or position, they know that it is pos-
sible for them to also be successful in that way. 
      Disparities like these are certainly not limit-

ed to gender. According to the UCLA 2017 Hol-
lywood diversity report, while the United States 
population consists of almost 40% people of 
color, characters of color in Hollywood account 
for only 16%. This is unacceptable. Similarly, 
according to the University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison, only 22% of children's books published 
in 2016 feature characters of color. How can 
children learn that the world is a wonderful-
ly diverse place when the books they read are 
devastatingly monochrome? The existence of 
people of color being shrunk is to devalue their 
profound impact on our culture. To represent 
people of color in movies sends the message 
that they are invaluable and full of potential.
     When Walter Dean Myers, the author of 
Monster, realized as a child that other black 
people were not represented in the books he 
was reading, he felt as if there was an import-
ant part of him that was missing. Now he writes 
books about youth of color to fill that gap. Many 
children tell him how much they like his books, 
and Myers stated in an article for the New York 
Times that children of color are “struck by the 
recognition of themselves in the story, a vali-
dation of their existence as human beings, an 
acknowledgment of their value by someone 
who understands who they are. It is the shock of 
recognition at its highest level.” 
     Everyone deserves to recognize themselves 
in the media they consume. That “shock of rec-
ognition” should not be so rare. Knowing that 
there are people like you can be a life chang-
ing experience that should never be limited to 

by Alex Gardner
Staff Reporter

     Jumanji. The beloved fantasy movie star-
ring the late Robin Williams, Bradley Pierce, 
and Kirsten Dunst, filled with all things from 
action and adventure to love and romance. It 
has been a classic fictional film for well over 
two decades. Despite scoring low on review 
sites such as Rotten Tomatoes, anyone can 
agree that Jumanji is good for any Friday night 
fun. And now, twenty three years later, the 
long-awaited sequel has finally arrived. 
     Set in the modern world, Jumanji: Welcome 
to the Jungle follows four teenagers as they are 
forced into the video game version of the board 
game called Jumanji, where they will have to 
fight tooth and nail to survive. The twist? In-
stead of arriving in the jungle with their own 
bodies, they soon discover that they are now 
the video game characters they previously 
chose in the real world. The other twist? They 
only have three lives, meaning if they use all 
their lives in the game, they won’t have one to 
come back to in to real life. 
     So which Jumanji film was better? The 
original Jumanji, while still being fun and hu-
morous at times, was clearly more grim than 
it’s sequel. The 1995 film started off on a bleak 
note when viewers found that the parents of 
Peter and Judy were dead. The movie never 

ceased its darker themes, from Allan Parish be-
ing stuck in a jungle alone for 26 years to the 
unleashing of several dangerous animals on the 
city in which Peter and Judy lived. While the 
movie ended on a bright note, with Peter and 
Judy’s parents still alive and Allan’s childhood 
restored, the entirety of the movie is gloomy 
and at times hard to watch. 
     Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle took a much 
lighter approach to the film, starring comedians 
such as Jack Black in the role of stereotypical 
teenage girl, Bethany, and Kevin Hart to take on 
the character of high school football star, Fridge. 
The Rock took center stage in the witty motion 
picture, playing the part of nerdy-geek Spen-
cer. Nick Jonas and Karen Gillan also made an 
appearance, completing the all-star cast for the 
movie. Each cast member played a vital role 
in making the movie the humorous success it 
turned out to be. With entertaining banter and 
cleverly thought-out jokes, Jumanji: Welcome 
to the Jungle was certainly worth the wait. 
      Both movies were very different from each 
other and were only loosely tied by a few mi-
nor connections, making it hard to decide which 
one claims the Jumanji throne. Jumanji earned 
big points for its stellar movie plot, which fea-
tured the unique idea of a board game that could 
cause man-eating flowers and old British men 
to appear out of nowhere in the middle of some-
one’s home. Not to mention that at some point, 
when Peter tries to cheat the game, he grows 

straight, white males. 
     Dr. Eric Grollman, an assistant professor 
at University of Richmond, expresses this sen-
timent in an article, saying “the positive por-
trayal of women, people of color, immigrants, 
LGBT people, same-gender couples, interracial 
couples, working-class people, people with dis-
abilities, fat people, and so on is crucial so that 
people are aware of diversity, but also appreci-
ate and celebrate that diversity.”
    Gender identity and sexual orientation is yet 
another instance where Hollywood falls short. 
The USC study found that out of the 100 top 
grossing movies of 2014, 0.41% characters 
were gay, lesbian, or bisexual, with no transgen-
der characters. This appalling number mirrors 
society’s tendency to automatically categorize 
people as straight or cisgender when in fact peo-
ple of all different types of sexual orientations 
and gender identities exist and should be cele-
brated. Movies exist to tell stories, and leaving 
out these stories sends a subliminal message 
that they don’t or shouldn’t exist. 
     Some may say that Hollywood makes mov-
ies largely populated with straight, white males 
because those movies make more money. How-
ever, the 2017 Hollywood Diversity Report has 
surveyed the box office successes of movies 
from many years including 2017 and has found 
that when movies include diverse casts simi-
lar to the makeup of our population they make 
more money. 
     All of these reasons to make diverse movies 
are beginning to be taken into account. Won-

Diversity Needs a Lead Role in Hollywood

a monkey tail and ears to match. If that’s not 
originality, I don’t know what is. 
      Then again, the sequel had one thing that no 
other movie has had in the history of filmmak-
ing: Jack Black playing a teenage girl. Yes, the 
Kung Fu Panda star is what made the sequel so 
undeniably good. His portrayal of Bethany, the 
popular high school beauty, was over-the-top 
hilarious. Black played the character so well; 
it made it near impossible not to walk out of 
the theaters with a gigantic grin on your face, 
thinking about his lessons in flirting and the ob-
session he had with his phone. 
       The dissection of both these magical mov-

der Woman, Rey, Moana, Elsa, Katniss, Jody, 
Lady Bird, Dory, and more have been the face 
of their movies, showing that women and girls 
can do anything, from saving islands to becom-
ing fierce warriors. The Hate U Give, a movie 
based on the book by Angie Thomas, is com-
ing out soon, and it will tell the story of Starr 
Carter, an African-American girl with lots of 
courage. Love, Simon is a movie coming out 
on March 16th that chronicles the life of Si-
mon, a gay teenager. This is not to say that the 
main character's minority or female status soly 
defines them, rather it is a part of their story, 
bringing invaluable recognition to viewers who 
also share that ideninity. 
     Oprah Winfrey spoke about the power of rec-
ognising oneself during her speech at the Gold-
en Globes. She talked about watching the Gold-
en Globes on TV as a kid, and how powerful it 
was to see Sidney Poitier become the first black 
man to win best actor. Poitier later won the Ce-
cil B. DeMille Award, and Oprah said that “it 
is not lost on me that at this moment there are 
some little girls watching as I become the first 
black woman to be given this same award.” Her 
iconic status has certainly inspired many girls 
to pursue their dreams after seeing her shining 
example, another instance of the power of rep-
resentation in the media.  
     By having movies where there are diverse 
casts, especially diverse protagonists, the mes-
sage is sent that anyone can do anything. Be-
cause anyone can do anything, and everyone 
deserves an equal chance to be the protagonist.  

ies has led to the conclusion that even though      
Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle takes home 
the crown for the best Jumanji movie, there is 
no denying that the former is still a great watch 
as well. If you’re looking for a supernatural-in-
duced movie that’ll have you on the edge of 
your seat, the 1995 film is a great pick. And 
if you just want to kick-back and relax while 
watching Dwayne Johnson ogle his mus-
cles, Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle may be 
the better choice for you. Either way, you’re 
bound to have a good time watching any of the 
Jumanji movies.   

Photo courtesy of IMDB
Black Panther, a new superhero movie, is setting box office records while representing people of color with its predominantly black cast. 

Time Flies When You’re Playing Games!

Photo Courtesy of Dr. Cinema 
The Hit movie Jamunji released in 1995 spawned a modern day sequal.
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10. Listening to Eminem
9. “Like and comment for a TBH”
8. Using a zip up binder 
7.Walking to the village center 
6. Using your locker 
5. www.CoolMathGames.com
4. Wearing shorts everyday 
3. Planning a hug
2. Nike elite socks  
1. Being dropped off at the mall

Across:
1. Bird released at weddings
5. Bear ____, type of donut
9.  The city of love
14. Idi ____
15.  Russian singer married to 
Arkan
16. Romeo marriage plans with 
Juliet
17. Form of communication us-
ing morse code
19. Beehives, honey, wax and 
combs are ___ terms
20. Public ___ #1
21. The dark, heights, and spiders 
e.g.
23. Radius X Theta = ___ length
25. Devotional worship to one 
supreme deity in Hinduism
30. U.S strove to be this type of 
nation prior to WWII
33. When the bank is closed, 
come here for cash
35. Fly through the air
36. Opposite of spurious
37. Long bound or stride
39. 19th century famous German 
Mathematician, Carl Friedrich 
___
42. “ It’s going to cost you an __ 
and a leg”
43. ___, minus, divide, multiply
45. Pseudo curse word
47. Instead of .com, in Iceland 
you use .__
48. XOXO
52. Inability to process sensory 
information
53. This Stars Wars character is 
getting his own movie
54. One of the five senses
57. Spitting ungulate 
61. I bid you ____
65. HGTV’s  Chip Gaines or 
Joanna Gaines? 
67. Famed fictional Kazakhstan-
ian
68. Second largest dwarf planet 
in solar system
69. Movie theatre in Barcelona
70. Equal to one cubic meter in 
original metric system
71. One way to cook your steak
72. “The ___ justify the means”

Down: 
1. Middle eastern fruit tree
2. A foreshadow, A sign
3. Extremely unpleasant
4. These procedures help clean your 
colon
5. Abbreviation of John Fogerty’s 
band
6. Four-___ clover
7. Where Wile E. Coyote buys all of 
his stuff
8. Spicy topping on sushi
9. These people made up the major-
ity of the third estate
10. Tall mountain covered in snow
11. King in French
12. India pale ale
13. 1/100 of yen is ___
18. Greek sandwich
22. 17th letter of the Greek Alpha-
bet
24. To stop up
26. Death Note lead character
27. Hebrew word for trouble or 
woes
28. Grocery express lane allows a 
maximum of 15 ____
30. Dispute the truth 
31. Car insurance company
32. Tow or ice cream 
33. First letter of the Greek alphabet
34. Infinitive form of carrying a 
large object
38. ExxonMobil’s former name
40. ___ Lanka
41. Miss Universe adornment
44. Perspicacious 
46. A sacred song or hymn
49. ___ Long, famed actress
50. One of the eight reindeer
51. To bind with lace
55. One third of Japanese WWII 
battle cry
56. Muslim leader or prince
58. Similar
59. Fix
60. Greek god of war
61. Do sit ups and curl ups to get 
these
62. Multiplying two vectors togeth-
er results in the ___ product
63. Fury
64. Van Gogh only had one of these
66. Spanish slang for guy
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