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Three Years in the Making: Atholton Becomes Green School
by Chera Yoon
Staff Reporter

    On Wednesday, April 25, Atholton’s biolo-
gy and earth science students travelled to The 
Howard County Conservancy’s Mt. Pleasant 
location to share their data with students from 
other Howard County schools, experts, and 
elected officials. 
    The summit was the cumulation of a Howard 
County year-long research project for all biolo-
gy and earth science students. With the help of 
their watershed coaches and science teachers, 
students collected data from local streams and 
their schoolyard.
    “I think it’s really exciting that students get to 
do real science that really makes a difference in 
people’s lives. It really demonstrates [...] how 
important science is. It’s not just something 
that you learn in school; it’s something that 
can really make a difference in people’s lives,” 
said Howard County Secondary Science Coor-
dinator Mary Weller. “The work that they do, 
the reporting out, and the action projects that 
students do, makes a difference right here and 
now, and that’s really important for all of us.” 
    This year was the first year that all 9th grade 
students took part in the program, according to 
Jessica Mulhern, Secondary Science Educa-

Biology Students Make Waves on Watershed Field Trip
by Chloe Shader
Staff Reporter

tor. Students collected data from schoolyards, 
and each school was rated on a scale of 0-16, 
with the best scores being the lowest number. 
Atholton’s schoolyard got a worse score this 
year than last year, currently ranking at 9th in 
the county. The student-recommended actions 
included creating a rain garden and a no-mow 
meadow. Both of those would work to help the 
watershed by allowing more water to be ab-
sorbed into the ground through pervious surfac-
es, instead of being washed into the watershed 
taking debris and pollutants with it. 
    Students also collected data from local 
streams, including by “discovering new macro-
invertebrates and how they interact with their 
ecosystem and how they help us,” said Angel 
Johnson, a sophomore and one of the Atholton 
speakers at the summit. Counting macroinver-
tebrates can be one benchmark of a stream’s 
health, because some are sensitive to nutrient 
or pollutant levels. Other things that were mea-
sured include nutrient levels, erosion, and nitro-
gen and phosphate values. 
    That all evaluated streams eventually con-
nect to the Chesapeake Bay is a critical thing 
to consider. According to the Chesapeake Bay 
Program, one of the reasons that the Bay is im-
portant is because it is the biggest estuary in 
the United States, supporting the majority of 
fish catch, along with more than 2,700 types of 
plants and more than 250 animals. Some of the 

threats that the Bay is facing include too many 
nutrients, pollutants, and climate change, and 
to combat these things, scientists need data, 
according to the Chesapeake Bay Program.
 “You’re doing a lot of good work for the 
[Patuxent] River, the folks who actually make 
decisions about the river, to have upstream 
data, that we really don’t have much of. We 
have a lot of downstream [data], where the 
River gets big, but we don’t have a lot up 
here,” said Howard County Councilmember 
and Maryland Patuxent River Commission-
er Mary Kay Sigaty, adding  “the work that 
students are doing can be directed to folks at 
the state level who are making real decisions 
about the river.”
    Indeed, the Clean Water Act requires the 
state to use all the data available, said Steve 
Pierce of the Audubon Society. “The state will 
have to see this data, they have to see weath-
er or not its usable [by] seeing the method-
ology, seeing the protocols that the students 
used, and determining whether or not it’s good 
enough for it, but they do have to see if its 
usable. It’s pretty great,” he said. 
    Sara Weglein, a biologist at the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources, said that 
her department uses this kind of data “as 
a guide to know some of the best areas, the 
worst areas, [and] the areas that need a little 
more attention.”

     In April, Atholton was officially certified as 
a Green School by the Maryland Green Schools 
Award Program organized by the Maryland As-
sociation for Environmental and Outdoor Edu-
cation (MAEOE), crediting the recent efforts of 
clubs STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Art and/or Mathematics) and the Student 
Government Association. 
     “Atholton becoming a Green School proved to 
me that the small but meaningful projects that 
STEAM Team has been doing for the past few 
years—creating a native plant garden, starting 
an ink cartridge recy-
cling initiative, build-
ing birdhouses, crafting 
light switch templates—
were being acknowl-
edged,” said junior Joon 
Park. 
     According to the 
MAEOE website, 
“The Maryland Green 
Schools Award Program 
allows schools and their 
communities to evalu-
ate their efforts in environmental sustainability. 
Participating schools empower youth to make 
changes to reduce environmental impact, en-
courage sustainability and foster environmental 
literacy.”
     In order to earn this Green School status, the 
Atholton STEAM team created a website, com-
plete with a mission statement and information 

on environmentally friendly practices around 
the school. The website was judged by three 
trained volunteers from MAEOE, who make 
the final decision. To qualify for status, schools 
must show a commitment to environmental 
awareness and sustainability from the school’s 
staff, students, and even curriculum.
     “One specific requirement was that organi-
zations within the school form partnerships to 
promote a sustainable practice together,” said 
Park. “The water bottle filler project assist-
ed with fulfilling this requirement, as STEAM 
Team cooperated with Atholton Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA) to identify water 
bottle filler adaptations to existing water foun-
tains as a solid waste reduction initiative.”

     The idea of this stu-
dent-proposed project 
came from last school 
year’s SGA Executive 
Board, as they sought 
to not only benefit the 
student body by provid-
ing them with a clean-
er source of water for 
the students but also 
contribute to a greater 
cause: the environment. 
     STEAM Team wanted 

to collaborate on this initiative in order to en-
courage the more frequent use of reusable water 
bottles, instead of disposable plastic. 
     “We’re hoping that more students will be in-
clined to use reusable water bottles when they 
come to school because there will be a great 
source to refill their waters with clean and fil-

tered water,” said Ally Merwitz, current presi-
dent of SGA.
     Funded by SGA, the filler machines are pro-
jected to be installed by the end of the year. 
     This collaboration blossomed into something 
larger than the physical school, in terms of stu-
dent body engagement, and the SGA/Steam 
Team partnership was instrumental in this. “I 
think it was pretty quickly established that this 
was a joint goal and that this was something that 
we wanted to bring to Atholton,” said Merwitz.
     Kathleen M. Kelly, principal of the Catons-
ville Educational Center, on the MAEOE offi-
cial website, said “Day by day, and activity by 

    However, according to Ed Nawrocki, the 
watershed coach for Oakland Mills High 
School, the importance of the watershed proj-
ect goes beyond data. He said he hopes that 
after the program students “are more aware of 
their environment, they understand how they 
affect it, [and they] realize that there are things 
that have to be done to make it better.” 
    This focus on learning was reinforced by 
Dr. Martirano, the new Howard County Su-
perintendent, who said in his speech at the 
summit that his “goal as Superintendent is to 
equip [students] with the ability to be critical 
thinkers,” and that this program is helping to 
achieve that goal. Meg Boyd, the Executive 
Director of the Howard County Conservancy, 
said in her speech that she hopes students con-
tinue to use their “outdoor voice” to advocate 
for the environment. 
   “I thought I was really making a difference 
actually going out there and seeing how they 
find the information. Before it was just on 
a piece of paper, and now you actually see 
what’s going on in the stream,” said freshman 
Mia Lazzari. 
      In the words of freshman Nehal Naqvi, “We 
should care about what happens to the water-
shed because we have a growing population. 
If we don’t care about our natural resources 
now, how are the future generations going to 
use them in the future?”

activity, students and staff have grown in their 
knowledge and appreciation of the role each 
of us plays in making the world greener. With 
each flower planted and water runoff recap-
tured, each bird feeder built and placed outside, 
each rain garden and butterfly garden dug and 
planted, our students have become better stew-
ards of the earth—and, not surprisingly, better 
students.”
    Park noted the significance of the school’s re-
cent certification, “I hope that the certification 
will show our members that the actions we take 
bring value to the Atholton school and commu-
nity.” 
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Students look for macroinvertebrates at a local stream to test its healthiness. 
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    From the deadly gunshots at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland 
to those fired at Great Mills High School in 
Maryland, the impact of these devastating 
tragedies are creating a ripple effect of ac-
tivism throughout the entire nation, affect-
ing school communities from all around the 
country. A bipartisan movement demanding 
gun law reform is gaining momentum, as gun 
rights advocates remain staunch supporters of 
the Second Amendment. 
   Shortly after the shooting in Parkland, 
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan urged state 
lawmakers to pass two measures designed to 
take guns away from people identified as dan-
gerous. According to The Washington Post, in 
late February of this year, the governor further 
proposed for $125 million to be allocated to-
wards enhancing security in schools, a budget 
which would include funding for reinforced 
doors and panic buttons to prevent and react 
to shooters.
     Larry Hogan signed the SB 1265 Maryland 
Safe to Learn Act of 2018 into law on Tues-
day, April 10. The Maryland Association of 
Counties states that the bill, sponsored by State 
Senator Katherine Klausmeier (D-Baltimore), 
will dedicate a total of 45 million dollars that 
would be spent on money for armed school re-
source officers, technology, and counselors at 
public schools.
     Hogan also suggested a “10-fold increase 
in funding for the state’s Center for School 
Safety” for the purpose of hiring social media 
experts to locate threats on the internet.
     “I’ve never seen this much focus and at-
tention. I feel as if we maybe have reached 
a point where people are finally ready to get 
something done,” Hogan said on February 28, 
addressing the state four days after 17 people 
were gunned down in Florida. 

by Chera Yoon
Staff Reporter

    On Friday, March 23, Atholton High School’s 
own National English Honors Society (NEHS) 
drove to downtown Baltimore to deliver an as-
tonishing twenty five hundred books to Harlem 
Park Elementary, a Title I school with limited 
reading material and other scholarly resources. 
The books, which ranged from pre-K to eighth 
grade literacy levels, were collected from 
Atholton students and community members 
over the course of a month. 
    Atholton NEHS was greeted by Danielle 
Harris, a social worker who has been working 
for twelve years to help children such as the 
students at Harlem Park. “[Elementary school] 
is where the foundation of literacy is set and 
people’s confidence in their reading abilities are 
fostered,” Harris said. “Reading is the key to all 
other subjects - quite simply, if you have low 
reading comprehension, reading the text for sci-
ence, social studies, and math word problems is 
going to be impacted. I’m a firm believer that all 
students should have access to reading materi-
als, especially as their reading levels improve.” 
    Atholton NEHS not only delivered books to 
Harlem Park, but they also split up into differ-

A New Chapter in NEHS Service Learning
by Alex Gardner
Staff Reporter

    Crabs, superlatives, more crabs and a per-
formance! On Tuesday, May 1, Atholton High 
School seniors gathered for the annual Senior 
Crab Feast held in the cafeteria. Organized by 
the Class of 2018 SGA and sponsors Ms. Dal-
ton and Mr. Johnson, the event went off without 
a hitch. 
    Students entered the cafeteria to be taken 
aback by the display of crabs, salad, fruit salad, 
mac and cheese, chocolate chip cookies and, 
last but not least, Chick-fil-a platters. The tables 
were covered with thick brown construction pa-
per along with a roll of paper towels in order to 

Seniors Have A Crabtastic Time At Crab Feast
by Craig Harvey
Staff Reporter

Aliza Saunders, Vice President of NEHS, reads to Harlem Park Students. 

ent classrooms to read to some of the younger 
students. Bella Saunders, a member of NEHS, 
weighed in on the beneficent experience. 
    “Little things can make a big difference. The 
kids will remember it for a long time,” she said. 
“It’s made an impact on their day, and they 
know that there are people in the world who 
want to do good things. It was cool to see a 
small slice of that impact, even if it was just for 
an hour or two.” 
    Sophomore Zoe Baskerville also agreed. 
“Reading is very important,” she said. “This 
is an area that is very impoverished, and it’s 
important to try to encourage kids like them 
to raise their literacy levels, to read, and to get 
them college ready.”  
      Sophie Lasher, a senior, shared her thoughts 
on the experience. “I joined NEHS to share my 
love for words and language with other people 
who felt it too. I honestly didn’t anticipate this 
sort of opportunity, but I think it’s amazing we 
were able to take it a step further and share our 
love for English with a community in need,” 
she said. “Going to an underprivileged school 
and having fewer resources shouldn’t be a set-
back that continually affects [the students]. Pro-
viding reading material is a step in the right di-
rection to evening out the playing field despite 
the school’s financial situation.” 

    Harris talked to the NEHS members about 
how receiving these books and being able to gift 
them to the students was huge for Harlem Park. 
“The children of Harlem Park will greatly ben-
efit from the books that were donated. Books 
can’t be checked out of our school library, so 
this will give access for free books to be taken 
home. Additionally, some books are going to be 
housed in our Literacy Lab so that when stu-
dents are pulled by staff, they have new books 

to practice with. Also, there are going to be 
some stuffed animals for kids to read to now!” 
    “They seemed really excited to learn,” Saun-
ders remarked about the young students. “Being 
a teacher is so hard and the people that were 
there were so devoted to what they do. It’s all 
about making that little effort to do something 
nice for someone else, because it can make a 
big impact.”

     The Howard County Public School System 
has also taken action towards increasing school 
security through the implementation of a new 
buzzer system in high schools. “I would imag-
ine for it to be similar to the the systems in 
elementary and middle schools, where there’s 
a camera system in the door where people en-
ter into the vestibule—the space between two 
doors—or at the front door,” Mr. Scible said. 
“If you wanted to come in, you would buzz in 
and the staff member would have to communi-
cate with that person, and then they would al-
low them in depending on who they are. But we 
haven’t had full details of what it would be.”
     The approval of this proposal was confirmed 
through the Central Office, and the project is 
predicted to be completed by the end of the year.
     “I’m excited to see the new policies as a part 
of the administrative group. I’m definitely look-
ing forward to it, but not much has been shared 
to the administration yet,” said Mr. Scible.
     In HCPSS, these recommendations such as 
the buzzer system and increased funding for 
school resources have been proposed as a result 
of the growing concerns for safety. Throughout 
the country, however, more extreme measures 
are being considered: arming teachings. Sup-
porters of the idea say that distributed guns 
would act as a potential source of protection in 
a dangerous situation on campus, ultimately re-
ducing the number of victims.
     Ms. Eichert, teacher sponsor of Atholton’s 
Republican club Young Americans for Free-
dom, said “If I was asked, I would be open to 
being trained and carrying a gun, which I would 
keep very secure. I think it’s something that 
teachers would rather not have to deal with, 
but I just keep picturing myself being unable to 
protect my students and that makes me feel that 
I would rather have a weapon than not in that 
type of situation.”
     Not all members of the community, however, 
stand with this notion. 
     “My emotional reaction to that is that it is 
insane,” Mrs. Burns, G/T Resource teacher and 

sponsor of Young Democrats of America, said. 
“I just don’t think it’s appropriate. I feel that it 
should be left to law enforcement, and we sort 
of discount the training that they recieve by just 
making statements like anyone can do it.”
     Senior Chloe Gilreath said, “I very much dis-
like that idea. I wouldn’t feel comfortable with 
my teacher having a gun. I want to be a teacher 
one day and I would not want to be in posses-
sion of a gun while taking care of my students. I 
think that’s the opposite of the reaction we need 
right now.”
     Matthew Oliver, sophomore member of 
Young Americans for Freedom, said “I’m not 
sure if [arming teachers] would be practical, but  
I would be comfortable.”
     The compromise between a prevention of 
more shootings and preparation for these sit-
uations has been a difficult point to settle in 
this discussion for less gun violence. Whereas 
action for prevention may involve stricter leg-
islation regarding gun ownership, preparation 
tactics refer to more planning on how to react 
under Code Red circumstances.
     “This is a complex issue, obviously. I defi-
nitely think we need tighter laws. We need more 
thorough background checks. They need to be 
universal. I think that we should ban assault 
style rifles,” Ms. Burns said. “But I think it’s 
also important to say that it’s not like any of us 
could say emphatically that these changes are 
going to stop these horrific events from occur-
ring. It’s hard to say it’s going to work, but I 
don’t think that that should keep us from trying. 
I just don’t think that hiding behind the Second 
Amendment is really appropriate.” 
     Focusing more on the aspect of preparation, 
Ms. Eichert said, “I don’t think having one po-
lice officer assigned at a school is enough; there 
should be at least two. I’ve seen an increase 
in the practices of lockdown drills and I think 
that’s important for the staff members and the 
students to become very used to and knowl-
edgeable in what to do in those situations. The 
questions of ‘what if this happens, what if that 

happens’ come up, and the more we practice, 
the better we take care of those questions.”
     Moreover, Oliver thinks we need to prioritze 
mental health treatment. “All these tips we’re 
getting about people, we need to follow those 
tips. Keep an eye out for people who are strug-
gling mentally.”
     Gilreath noted the benefit of both. “Obvi-
ously the goal is to prevent people from ever 
doing anything like this again,” she said. “It 
just depends on if you are more [concerned 
with] trying to make sure that people never 
want to do anything like that again or if you 
believe that it’s inevitable and are willing to 
prepare for that.”
     While preserving school safety is not a 
disputable point of contention, the approach 
to take in order to achieve such still remains 
a sensitive and heavily debated topic among 
members of the school community.
     “I would say I see a little bit of tension 
among students from time to time. But pro-
tecting people is important to both sides,” Ms. 
Burns said. “I definitely think that we have 
many more things that we agree on; I guess the 
difference lies in the approach that we would 
take to protect our students and yourself.”
     Similarly, Ms. Eichert applauded the stu-
dents for “not only speaking up but for doing 
so respectfully”, and expressed her disappoint-
ment for the lack of actions taken by the coun-
ty.
     These fervid disputes, nevertheless, seem to 
be ultimately spearheading the positive trend 
of unprecedented student activism on both 
sides of the political spectrum.
     “At the end of the day, I love seeing all 
of this, even if there is a little bit of spirited 
debate among students and they’re not neces-
sarily agreeing all the time. They’re learning 
how to address important topics skillfully, dip-
lomatically, and they are engaged in a way that 
students in my age weren’t,” Ms. Burns said. 
“I’m sorry that the catalyst for that had to be 
mass shootings.” 

Trigger Warning: Gun Violence Debate Ensues

decrease the mess that the hungry crab-feasters 
were bound to make. Although not included 
with the meal, a few Old Bay cans made some 
appearances on the premises. 
    “The best part of the Crab Feast had to be 
the crabs. Not only were they delicious but 
also fun to eat–especially when watching your 
friends who have no idea what they’re doing,” 
said senior Melanie Kavka, who ate 10 crabs at 
the feast.
    Maryland is known for many things–from 
lacrosse to sailing to the quirky flag. But above 
all else, The Old Line State is known for its 
crabs and Old Bay. Senior crab feasts have been 
a long standing tradition in Maryland and this 
shows no sign of stopping anytime soon. Apart 

from stuffing their faces, the seniors are able to 
gather and bond over their fleeting time left in 
high school. 
    “I think it’s good we do something like this. 
We don’t get that many chances to have fun as 
a class before we graduate,” said senior Justin 
Reese.
    The Class of 2018 was cheerful and excited to 
make the most of the Crab Feast. In true Mary-
lander fashion, seniors donned red shirts with 
bold yellow lettering. Students took pictures for 
The Gram in front of the festive decorations, as 
they played cornhole with the painted boards, 
and while holding up crabs. 
    The Class of ‘18 event not only included the 
announcing of senior superlatives, but also a 

small talent show MC’d by Emily Gelb. Molly 
Lea’s glorious rendition of “Dancing Queen” 
had the students on their feet clapping and sing-
ing along. Then, yearbook editors Tyler Ber-
barian and Michelle Bellefeuille announced the 
senior superlatives and handed out the green, 
white, and black sashes as the mob of seniors 
in the cafeteria hooted and hollered. Among the 
recipients included Adrienne Vaughn and Jake 
Perretti for most athletic and Jack Lawrence 
and Christianna Kelly as most spirited. 
    The Crab Feast would not have been possi-
ble without the hard work of the SGA officers, 
members, and sponser. All in all, the Class of 
2018 SGA worked diligently in order to make 
sure that no one left the event feeling crabby.

Photo Courtesy of Michelle Lui
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by Trevor Silbert
Staff Reporter

     Last month, the public collectively realized that Facebook 
was complicit in harvesting our personal demographic and po-
litical data and selling it for usage by third-party data firms for 
targeted news and advertising. Given these revelations, do we 
still have privacy?
    According to Pew Research Center, ever since Edward 
Snowden leaked government data in 2013, Americans have 
cared deeply about privacy. However, few have outright 
ditched their smartphones and burned off their fingerprints. 
Thus, do we still have data that we can hide from Facebook or 
Google? Although most people already know that the govern-
ment regularly tracks our phone calls, this scandal is different. 
In this case, private companies quietly changed the public’s 
opinion to match the companies’ vested interests. 
     In an interview for Time, security technologist Bruce 
Schneier said, “If people were told they had to inform the 
police when we made a new friend, we would never do that. 
Instead, we inform Facebook.” Amid ensuing privacy worries, 
concerns have been raised over whether the public has done 
enough to stop tech companies from collecting their data un-
ethically. 
     A startling 59% of Internet users believe that it is not pos-
sible to become completely anonymous online, according to 

Pew Research Center. This may be signaling pessimism from 
within the public on Internet privacy. However, a reported 86% 
of Internet users have taken measures to protect their privacy, 
including deleting cookies in their browser and clearing their 
browser history. This data is contradictory. We appear to have 
foregone our privacy, but we feel as if we can take small mea-
sures to completely secure ourselves. “An all too natural conse-
quence of Facebook’s business model, which involves having 
people go to the site for social interaction, only to be quietly 
subjected to an enormous level of surveillance,” said sociolo-
gist Zeynep Tufekci in an interview with The Guardian. With 
this terrifying level of data collection by Facebook and other 
technology companies, we need to come to reckoning with 
how mind-bogglingly little privacy we actually have and call 
for change at the governmental level. The European Union is 
already an excellent example of how consumers can be warned 
about possible privacy violations, with the notable cookie us-
age warnings at the bottoms of all European websites that use 
cookie tracking. 
     Almost all of the unpleasant things about post-2016 Amer-
ica link themselves to Cambridge Analytica: Russian hackers, 
Steve Bannon and fake news. Flashpoint issues such as Con-
federate monument removal, gun control and police brutality 
have all linked to people’s Facebook usage data. Data firms are 
targeting users and influencing what they think. 
     The Guardian recently released an article stating that Face-
book is not the only company surveilling us. Companies such 
as AT&T and Verizon regularly collect our data and use it for 

targeted advertisements. A 2013 research study at the Universi-
ty of Tennessee revealed that “many online instances involving 
online tracking bring about ethical quandaries due to the nature 
of the Internet and what qualifies as dishonest advertising.” 
Also, Facebook users are at high risk for data scraping from 
personality quizzes and subsequent targeted advertising. Ac-
cording to a New York Times article, 270,000 people download-
ed Facebook’s personality quiz app called thisisyourdigitallife. 
Those who participated had not only their data collected, but 
also their friends’ data. This is frightening, considering Face-
book’s impeccable ability to collect data from people offline 
from the use of shadow profiles, involuntary files of data col-
lected without user consent. 
     With these instances of Facebook’s privacy violations, some 
have come up with alternatives, ranging from paying more at-
tention on what you post to deleting Facebook altogether. One 
of these alternatives to Facebook’s fast-and-loose growth is to 
charge users for an ad-free Facebook. Facebook would have 
to charge every user $7 a month to pay for what would be lost 
from advertisers. However, a large swath of the world’s popu-
lation wouldn’t be able to contact their distant friends and rel-
atives because they don’t have the money to pay for Facebook 
monthly, according to Quartz. 
     According to NBC News, “the Facebook privacy debacle 
involving Cambridge Analytica is bad, but its really only the tip 
of a very big iceberg.” In the aftermath of Mark Zuckerberg’s 
testimony to Congress and the relatively tame reaction from 
lawmakers, we need to step up to regulating the giants of tech.

The Slow Death of Online Privacy

by Erin Edwards
Staff Reporter

    On Friday, May 4, Ms. Hutchens, the principal of Atholton 
High School, announced her retirement from Howard County 
Public School System.
     First in an email to staff and then 
in an email to students and parents, 
Ms. Hutchens announced that after 
working with HCPSS for 38 years, 
she will be retiring at the end of the 
2017-2018 school year. 
    “I have been honored to be part of 
this amazing community, and I will 
truly miss everyone very much,” 
she said. Ms. Hutchens also said 
that she will always remember the 
“generosity, support, and friend-
ship” she has received while being 
the principal at Atholton. 
     Not only did Ms. Hutchens love 
working at Atholton, but students 
also loved her. “Ms. Hutchens 
would put tremendous time and effort to help us on our proj-
ects and initiatives,” said Senior Class President Emily Gelb. “It 
is clear that Ms. Hutchens cares deeply about the AHS student 
body and community.”

     After the Parkland shooting this past February, Ms. Hutchens 
supported student activists and their efforts in organizing walk-
outs, meeting with several groups of students to help them orga-
nize a safe and nurturing environment at the events. Hutchens 
fostered an environment of free speech and expression, allow-
ing students to share their opinions in a respectful manner. She 
helped to amplify the student voice, something that is commonly 
disregarded due to the age of students.
     As such, Ms. Hutchens has been an avid supporter of The 
Raider Review, in both the regular print editions and April Fools’ 
issue. In the October Issue, Ms. Hutchens approved the publi-
cation of “Atholton Joins #TakeAKnee,” which covered several 
Atholton football players and crowd members who took a knee 
during the National Anthem. Then, in April, Ms. Hutchens al-
lowed The Raider Review to publish a parody edition, similar 
to The Onion, with articles ranging from substitute teachers to 
Putin. Instead of repressing the student voice, Ms. Hutchens 
has viewed The Raider Review as a way for the student voice 
to flourish.
    Ms. Hutchens not helped students raise their voices through 
SGA, student walkouts, and the journalism program, but she has 
also helped to care for those voices and the students behind them. 
As senior Ally Merwitz said, “Ms. Hutchens makes the school 
a happier and better place to be. She genuinely cares about the 
well being of each and every student which has made her such a 
great principal.” 
     Sophomore Victoria Adler appreciated how Ms. Hutchens 
supported all of her and her classmates endeavours. “Some peo-
ple are teachers for the wrong reasons. Ms. Hutchens, however, 
truly cares,” she said. 
     Though Ms. Hutchens will greatly miss Atholton and its com-
munity, she does have plans for her retirement. With her new-
found free time, Ms. Hutchens plans to pick up art again, specif-
ically watercolor painting. “I taught art for a lot of years, so I’m 
going to get back into my art and my creativity.” Ms. Hutchens 
also hopes to visit her children more often, with one of them 
living in Charleston and the other in Santa Monica. Overall, 

she hopes to “slow down 
a little bit,” and enjoy her 
life without paperwork and 
meetings. 
     As for the future of 
Atholton, Ms. Hutchens 
has no doubts that the stu-
dents will succeed in both 
Atholton and the rest of 
their lives. “I feel so con-
fident that our future is in 
great hands just because of 
what I see every single day. 
When people say to me, 
‘Where’s the world coming 
to?’ I know in my heart that 
it will be the best place be-
cause of you guys.”

    While the school year is closing out as usual, as the students 
trickle into Atholton next fall, it will be clear that something is 
missing. “[Ms. Hutchens] will definitely be missed next year,” 
Merwitz said.“Atholton won’t be the same without her.”

Farewell to Some of Atholton’s Favorites

After 38 years with HCPSS, Ms. Hutchens plans to retire at 
the end of this school year.

CLAIRE SILBERMAN//The Raider Review

Ms. Towsend
    After 23 years of teaching, Spanish teacher Ms. Towsend 
will be retiring from Atholton High School.  
    “She was always very understanding and encouraged us to 
participate,” said senior Michelle Lui. Sophomore Renee Sen 
agrees with Lui and loves how caring and fun to talk to Ms. 
Towsend was.
    One of Ms. Towsend fondest memories at Atholton was 
teaching in the villas while the school went through renova-
tions three years ago: “I finally had a classroom with win-
dows! It was quiet out there and I got to be with a great group 
of teachers, some of whom I probably wouldn’t have gotten to 
know so well otherwise.”
    With her new freetime, Ms. Towsend looks forward to 
spending additional time with her family, including her dog. 
She also plans to travel and is excited to not have to set her 
alarm for 4:30 a.m. each morning. 

Mr. Dubac
    Mr. Dubac’s time at Atholton is coming to an end, as he is 
retiring after 12 years  working in Atholton’s science depart-
ment.
    “Mr. Dubac always brought energy and laughter to the class-
room,” said senior Jack Lawrence. “[He] made physics fun 
through engaging labs and activities.”
    While at Atholton, Mr. Dubac thoroughly enjoyed teaching 
“the kids, it’s always the kids.” Dubac also admires the ad-
ministration and has had an amazing time working with them.
    In retirement, Mr. Dubac plans on traveling and visiting his 
grandchildren. He is excited to be able to travel year-round 
without having to schedule substitutes or wait until summer 
break. 
    Even though he is excited and ready to travel, Mr. Dubac 
will miss Atholton greatly. “I have nothing but wonderful 
things to say about Atholton. I live right down the street, and 
my kids went to this school so it is very much a home school 
for me. I am lucky to be here.”

Ms. Blade
    Ms. Blade is retiring after 30 years of teaching. While at 
Atholton, Ms. Blade taught a variety of classes in the social 
studies department, including psychology and government 
and politics
    “When I was in her class I could tell she really cared about 
us as individuals and making sure we felt comfortable, like 
everyone mattered,” said junior Elise Park.
    Once retired, Ms. Blade looks forward to seeing her grand-
children more often. She has some travel plans in the works, 
such as possibly traveling to Ireland, but she has not official-
ly scheduled anything.
    Ms. Blade has loved having her son, Mr. White, also teach 
in the social studies department. Her favorite memory while 
at Atholton was seeing her son become a teacher and have a 
class of his own.
    For Ms. Blade, the hardest part about leaving will be say-
ing goodbye to all of her students: “The good and the bad—
all of them. I enjoy the students very much, and I will miss 
them.”

“Ms. Hutchens makes the 
school a happier and better 
place to be. She genuinely 

cares about the well being of 
each and every student which 

has made her such a great 
principal.”
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AdrienneNickie

Molly

Peter

Ali
za

Where are you going to 
school and what are you ma-

joring in?
I am going to Colgate University and 

majoring in Biology and possibly minoring in 
some business related degree.

If you could be a bean, what type of bean would you be?

always gets black 
at Chipotle 

and pinto 
gets slept 
on.

Definitely pinto, everyone

What do you want to do in the 

future?

I want to study neuropsychology and 

work on developing more effective treat-

ments and therapies for mental disorders.

If you could live anywhere in the world, where 

would you pick?

I would live in Japan. I love the culture, 

and the country itself is beautiful.

What are your plans for the next four years?

I am going to start in the Rouse Scholars Pro-

gram at HCC, then transfer to the University of 

Maryland.

If you could marry any celeb-

rity who would it be?

Milo Ventimiglia from This Is Us.

Who is your favorite artist?

Carole King. 

How have you impacted the AHS community 

over the last 4 years? 

I think at least three people will remember me 10 

years from now.

Do you have anything you would 

like to say to the community you 

leave behind? 

Keep up the good work.

What will y
ou be doing next year? 

I will b
e taking a gap year to do a social 

justice internship in Oregon. After that I’ll
 

be attending Cornell and studying Design 

and Environmental Analysis.

What is y
our guilty pleasure?

I lik
e to read those teen magazines lik

e 

J-14, Tiger Beat, and Seventeen.

What’s y
our biggest fe

ar?

Falling through a storm drain.
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viraj

Nathan

Cra
igAdrienne

Claire

I’ll be going to James Madison University because of 

the business program. I loved the campus when I 

visited.
What are your plans for next year?

If your life was represented in a 

Disney channel show, what would 

it be and why?

Phineas and Ferb because I’m Baljeet.

What are you doing next year and what are you most 

excited about fo
r th

e future?

I will b
e attending Towson Universit

y in the fall 

and I’m
 most e

xcited to live on my own for 

the first t
ime.

Do you have any hidden tal-

ents?

I can yoyo like a baller and I’m
 

semi-decent at catching food in my 

mouth.

Where are you going to 
school and what are you ma-

joring in?
I am going to Colgate University and 

majoring in Biology and possibly minoring in 
some business related degree.

If you could be a bean, what type of bean would you be?

always gets black 
at Chipotle 

and pinto 
gets slept 
on.

Definitely pinto, everyone

What will you be doing next year ?

I’ll be attending Princeton University and 

concentrating in public policy. 

What Friends character are you most 

like and why?

I think I’m a mix of Monica and Phoebe 

because I’m that -mom friend who’s all 

about those veggies and ~good vibes~

What is something that makes you feel 

young?
Blowing bubbles in a  

far off field.

What’s your spirit animal? 

A cow because my last name is Moody.

What’s your weirdest journalism 

memory?

I signed a contract saying I would 

cook my hand if I didn’t write a 

story.

Did you write the story?

Eventually.
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by Claire Silberman
Editor-in-Chief 

     Ambika Siddabathula may be our next SMOB, 
but she’s still a high schooler–and if there’s one 
thing high schoolers agree on, it’s that we all 
love to sleep. But while most know naps as an 
idle break from the pressures of everyday life, 
Ambika’s affinity for rest led her to seek the 
highest student office in Howard County: The 
Student Member of the Board (SMOB). When 
Ambika was in 6th grade, the then-SMOB Cole 
Rosenberg asked her a simple question: “What 
would you like changed or implemented in 
schools around HCPSS?” The middle schooler 
offered a simple answer: to be able to sleep in 
later. Two years later, Ambika filled out a sur-
vey to choose between the Board’s proposed 
later school start time options.
     “At that moment, a sense of accomplishment 
swept over me, as I knew my voice was being 
heard,” said Ambika. I felt empowered to speak 
up more for what I believe. I want to bring this 
same feeling of pride and honor to the students 
around our county, to show them that what they 
want can happen if they advocate and stand up 
for it.”
      Like any good SMOB candidate, Ambika 
is passionate about the student voice. Involved 
in an alphabet soup of leadership organiza-
tions (SGA, MASC, and HCASC), she likes 
to keep herself immersed in the issues that di-
rectly affect students. As a representative on her 
school’s student council, she faced challenges 
all across the spectrum: from budgeting and 
spending to school spirit maintenance.
     For the next year, Ambika will be serving 
with the seven other Board members on issues 
from school safety to technology policies. In 
Howard County, the SMOB is eligible to vote 
of most matters save the budget bills. As far as 
priorities go “the issues that are most import-
ant to me are spreading awareness on bullying, 
drug usage, opioids, mental health, and the 
LGBT community.” Ambika shared her expe-
riences being bullied in elementary school for 
her ethnicity, and hopes to change the cultures 
of intolerance which enable such bullying.

     Fellow SMOB candidates can testify on be-
half of Ambika’s kind-hearted nature. “When 
we were running for SMOB, instead of distanc-
ing herself, she asked for my number and we 
helped each other out for transportation to the 
SMOB convention,” said Hammond junior Joel 
Olujide. It really touched me because she want-
ed to help a fellow student, even when we were 
competing against each other.”
    On the campaign trail, Ambika stopped at 
every single middle and high school in the 
county, in order to make sure each school was 
represented. Joel continued: “Rather than just 
telling students what she would do, her plat-
form directly called for students to become their 
own advocates, because she knows that change 
comes from the many.”
     Incumbent SMOB Anna Selbrede comment-
ed on Ambika’s campaign: “She did a great 
job of organizing her platform into three main 
ideas and expanding upon it in detail: commu-
nication, representation, and implementation 
I personally believe that representation is the 
SMOB's very first job, so I'm glad she placed 

that as one of her top priorities.”
    This past year, SMOB Anna Selbrede took 
initiative on the issue of school safety, and 
worked to pass a resolution supporting student 
voice amidst the walkouts and demonstrations. 
Ambika hopes to continue this legacy: “School 
safety is an issue that can not be ignored. Now 
more than ever students must be assured that 
they are safe and that nothing will happen to 
them in their schools,” she said. “Even though I 
do not have complete say on the budget in terms 
of this issue, I believe that more money should 
be going toward installing more security in the 
schools.” To advance school security, Ambika 
suggested giving teachers lanyards with alert 
buttons to be pushed in the case of emergency.
But aside from her own ideas, Ambika wel-
comes thoughts from her peers–and soon-to-be 
constituents. Next year, when Ambika takes 
office, she plans to involve as many students 
as possible in Board of Education decisions 
though a student council process, staying true 
to her campaign slogan: “Be the change you 
want to see.”

Photo Courtesy of Anna Selbrede
The 2018-2019 SMOB Ambika Siddabathula give speech on campaign trail.

Howard County Welcomes New SMOB

by Adrienne Vaughn
Staff Reporter

      What schools are you applying to? Where 
are you going to college? What do you want 
to major in? What are your post graduation 
plans? What are your career goals? These 
questions and  many more plague high school 
students throughout their senior year, as they 
try to navigate their future plans. 
      As current seniors are preparing for grad-
uation, countless of these individuals are now 
ready to truly live out these once daunting 
questions, thanks to the opportunities and 
support in Howard County. After taking full 
advantage of their opportunities at Atholton, 
the students below are going on achieve their 
goals and pursue their dreams, whether it be 
joining the armed forces, studying abroad, or 
attending an Ivy League. 
     Atholton Senior Connor McManus, who 
plans to go to the Air Force Academy after 
graduating, credits Howard County with pro-
viding him a plethora of activities and engi-
neering courses that enabled him to “put forth 
the strongest application I could have.”
     McManus grew up in an Air Force rich 
background, with both of his parents graduat-
ing from the Air Force Academy and his step-
father serving as Air Force master chief ser-
geant. From a young age, McManus knew he 
wanted to follow in their footsteps and serve 
his country in a similar fashion. McManus 
believes the academy will open up unlimited 
opportunities.
     “While the other two service academies are 
considered more prestigious than Air Force, 
neither of them offer the opportunity to fly in 
college like the Air Force Academy. Plus, I 

by Alex Gardner
Staff Reporter

     On Wednesday, April 25, Atholton High 
hosted the annual Empty Bowls event. From 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., students and parents 
alike were able to come to the cafeteria to 
grab a bowl of free soup, salad, and dessert. 
Other than homemade food, participants were 
able to choose a ceramic bowl, hand-crafted 
by Art I students, to take home with them. 
Empty Bowls was a donations-only event. in 
combination with Pie Day these two events 
raised $1,228, just two hundred dollars short 
of their goal. All money raised goes to the 
Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center. 
     “[Grassroots] is a really important part of 
the area we live in because there are so many 
people in our community struggling with 
poverty,” said Star Daniels, a sophomore at 
Atholton and a participant of Empty Bowls. 
“There are those not able to get money to-
gether to live comfortably. To live in a home. 
It’s a wonderful service that Howard County 
provides.” 
                   

     

     
          
      

        
       
       

    Grassroots is a multi-service crisis inter-
vention center that provides a number of re-
sources to those in need, including suicide 
prevention plans, shelters for the homeless, 
and a 24/7 crisis intervention hotline. Mem-
bers of Howard County depend on this cen-
ter for all kinds of reasons, whether it asking 
for help for suicide, family and relationship 
problems, violent and threatening domes-
tic situations, loneliness and depression, or 
chemical dependency areas. 
     Other than to support Grassroots, a lot of 
the students came to see the displayed from 
Art I-IV students  “I think the best part of 
Empty Bowls is the fact that someone gets 
to take my artwork home,” said Hannah Mo-
trangola, an art student. “I came because I 
really enjoy the art classes at Atholton, and I 
really wanted to see my work and show my 
friends and family what I’ve done so far in 
the year.” 
     Principal Ms.  Hutchens added that Empty 
Bowls was a great community event. “I think 
it is a worthy cause.  I try to give to as many 
student fundraisers as I can.  I want to help 
them meet their goals. I also taught art for a 
number of years and enjoy seeing the talents 
of our students.” She went on to comment 
that Grassroots deserves Atholton’s support. 
“They are part of our community, and they 
help those who need it.”
    Anastasia Manzari, a volunteer at  the 
donation stands, enjoyed helping everyone 
with their money and questions. “I like how 
the community is able to come together to 
raise money for Grassroots. It’s such a fami-
ly-friendly event. I think that everything we 
do here is making a change.” 

 

have always wanted to serve in the Air Force, 
and the Air Force Academy is the best service 
academy for that.” 
      McManus is not the only senior who plans 
to serve his country after graduating from 
Atholton. Paul Won, who has been in JROTC 
for four years, plans to serve as well. 
     Won is thankful for the opportunity to par-
ticipate in Atholton’s JROTC program. “If you 
join JROTC, you have a higher pay grade when 
you go into the army. So, you are better than if 
you had not been apart of JROTC because you 
know the basic movements. They pay you more 
when you get out of boot camp.”
      After serving for four years active duty, 
Won plans to go to college and then become a 
commissioned officer. Won does not want to 
live a “normal” life confined to an office, so he 
is excited for the places that the military will 
take him. After retiring, he wants to live on the 
road and explore. “I will just live in a van and 
hopefully make it up to Alaska or down to Ar-
gentina.” 
      With a similar thirst to travel the world, 
Brooke Mason is planning to take a gap year 
through the Maximo Nivel Gap Year Program 
after she graduates this May. After researching 
various gap year programs and learning that 
Malia Obama and Yara Shahidi took gap years, 
she, too, was inspired to do so herself.
      “The program in Costa Rica allows me to 
work with the environment and kids. It also 
enables me with the chance to strengthen my 
Spanish speaking skills.”
      After traveling and doing service across Cos-
ta Rica, Mason plans to go to study at Howard 
University alongside her brothers, who are also 
graduates of Atholton. To Mason, taking a gap 
year is more than just traveling, she hopes to 
make a difference in the lives of those she meets 

learn more about herself in the process.
     Claire Silberman had dreams of attending 
Princeton University for as long as she could 
remember, and took advantage of the classes 
and clubs offered at Atholton throughout 
high school which enabled her to achieve her 
dream.
     “My parents and grandfather went to 
Princeton, so I grew up reading the alumni 
magazines, going to lectures at reunions, and 
learning about the school’s campus and cul-
ture,” said Silberman. “I was astounded by 
all the academic opportunities that Princeton 
presents its students, both in and out of the 
classroom.”
      Silberman believes that Atholton as well 
as the other Howard County schools she went 
to were “instrumental” in providing her with 
an extremely strong application. Involved in 
Independent Research sophomore year and 
Intern Mentor junior and senior year, she was 
able to base the foundation of her application 
on her studies. 
      Victoria Huxtable will be playing divi-
sion I soccer at Richmond University starting 
this fall. Huxtable grew up playing soccer her 
entire life and knew she wanted to continue 
throughout college. After four impressive 
years of soccer during high school, which in-
clude starting all four years, serving as team 
captain for two years, and earning all county, 
all state, and all metro honors, she will be tak-
ing her skills and passion for soccer with her 
to Richmond. 
     These several students cover only a handful 
of the pathways available to Howard County 
graduates after graduation; the opportunities 
are limitless. Thanks to 12 years of quality 
education, the Class of 2018 is truly “college 
and career ready.”

Empty Bowls: 
Chili, Creativity, 
and Charity

Stay Up to Date!
Website: ahsraiderreview.com

Twitter: @atown_wire
Instagram: @ahsraiderreview
Snapchat: @theraiderreview
Facebook: @ahsraiderreview

“There are those not 
able to get money to-
gether to live comfort-
ably. To live in a home. 
[Grassroots is] a won-
derful service that How-
ard County provides.” 

Oh The Places You’ll Go
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SpaceRAIDers: Engineering for Gold  

       On April 17, Atholton High School held 
its first annual talent show, “AHS Got Tal-
ent,” organized by The Class of 2021 SGA 
and their adviser, Mrs. Payne. The event 
lasted roughly an hour and consisted of a 
multitude of acts with varying skills. Guest 
judges also awarded first, second, and third 
place prizes (Dunkin’ Donuts gift cards) to 
the acts deemed to be the best. Atholton’s 
Poms team and Improv Troupe, AHI Tuna, 
also performed at the event; however, these 
acts were only for exhibition purposes and 
were not eligible for a chance to win. 
       “It was a wonderful experience and it was 
very humbling to be recognized,” said junior 
and talent show participant Christian Maric. 
“I certainly couldn’t have done it without my 
duet partner, Amelia.”
     Maric’s partner, Amelia Yasuda, a senior, 
thought similarly of the night. “It was really 
fun to perform like that on stage. I've sung 
in musicals before, but never just a song on 
its own.”
     Maric and Yasuda ended up taking third 
place for their winning performance of “Ev-
erything Has Changed,” originally sung by 
Taylor Swift featuring Ed Sheeran. Ronny 
Steger came in second with his dance to a 
remixed version of “Beat It” by Michael 
Jackson, and Thomas Finegar won first for 
his magic act. These three performances, 
among many others, were followed with 
roaring applause and shouts for an encore.
     “It was really cool to see what everyone 
had put together,” said Erin Lea, a junior 
who attended the talent show.
     Many audience members enjoyed Veron-
ica Adler and Ezra Silver-Istenstadt's rendi-
tion of “Found / Tonight” by Ben Platt and 
Lin-Manuel Miranda in addition to the win-
ning acts. Talent show goers, like Yasuda, 
highly praised the performance and called 
it “amazing.” The poms team and improv 
troupe also received positive reviews.
     Throughout the night, the talent show 
proved to be a warm and welcoming event. 
Students enthusiastically cheered on and 
encouraged their peers, and even sang along 
during several performances.
     “I thought the announcers were funny 
and cute with their little jokes, and I thought 
the atmosphere from the participants and 
the audience was nice and supportive,” said 
senior Molly Goldstein. “I definitely enjoyed 
the talent show. It was overall a really nice 
night.”
     According to Ms. Payne, the planning 
process went relatively smoothly, with the 
only notable dilemma being the last minute 
date change. The talent show was originally 
planned to be held on April 12, but because 
the Glow Run was scheduled for the same 
day, the show got pushed back to the follow-
ing week. 
     With the date, many students who would 
have liked to perform were unable to. Ac-
cording to Ms. Payne, 10 out of the 18 stu-
dents that originally auditioned later had 
to cancel. Even with the complications, it is 
clear that the talent show was a huge success. 
“You could tell the students [who participat-
ed in the talent show] were proud of them-
selves,” Ms. Payne said. “It just lit up their 
faces.”
     All in all, the night ended up being a 
huge success for Atholton’s first talent show. 
Take it from senior performer Molly Lea: 
“It was thrilling, absolutely thrilling. A little 
nerve-racking, but exciting.”

     At the end of April, Atholton Robotics team 
the Space RAIDers participated in the FIRST 
Robotics Competition World Championships in 
Detroit, Michigan. 
     Space RAIDers placed 47th out of 68  teams 
in their Carson Division.
     “It is unlike any event I have ever been to 
before,” said Mr. Lidard, the sponsor for the 
Robotics team. “It combines the excitement of 
a sporting event with the nerdiness of a Com-
ic-Con with the thrill of basically going to Uni-
versal Studios.”
     This year’s event marks the second time in 
a row that Atholton Robotics has been invited 
to the World Championships, a monumental 
achievement for the 11 year old team.

      Every year, FIRST Robotics assigns the ro-
bot a different task. This year, according to Mr. 
Lidard, the competition was “based around a 
video game theme, and it required our robot to 
place milk-crate sized boxes on a big scale.” 
     Many of the team’s members spent this year 
busily working on the competition. Sophomore 
Benjamin Guo said that during the six-week 
build season, they worked on the competition. 
         Each team is divided into sub teams, such as 
mechanical and electrical, that have their own 
tasks to carry out over the course of build sea-
son. During the competition, a few members go 
down in the pit to work on “tune ups and little 
fixes” said senior Heather Farnan.
         Last year, the Space RAIDers earned 5th 
place in the World’s competition. Their compe-
tition consisted of delivering a gear to an airship 
and placing it on a peg. 

by Molly Lea
Arts Editor

Senior Heather Farnan, surrounded by her teammates, fixes the chain on the climber on their robot Lovelace.

“AHS Got 
Talent” 
Takes the 
Stage
by Nickie Giglio
Opinions Editor

     On Friday, April 20, dozens of students en-
rolled in the G/T Independent Research (IR) 
or Intern Mentor (IM) programs presented 
their year-long research findings at the 26th 
Annual Student Learning Conference (SLC) 
at The Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Labora-
tory. With breakout sessions ranging from the 
use of criminal profiling to toxic masculinity 
to nanotechnology in the fight against cancer, 
IR and IM students listened to their peers dis-
cuss topics plaguing our world.
     “The Student Learning Conference was 
created in order to provide students with an 
opportunity to showcase their research with 
an audience of their peers just as professional 
researchers do at annual conferences around 
the world,” said Debbie Blum, the Coordina-
tor of the G/T Education Program in Howard 
County. 
     Entitled “Breaking Barriers,” the conference 
began with a keynote address from Kathleen 
Hetherington, Ed.D, the current president of 
HCC. Dr. Hetherington discussed barriers 
she overcame, such as being one of a handful 
of students in her middle-class Philadelphia 
neighborhood to attend community college 
and earning her doctorate degree despite ef-
forts to limit female education advancement 
in the 70s and 80s.   
     Then, the over 300 students at SLC attend-
ed four breakout sessions of their choosing. 
This year, Atholton sent five students to speak 
at SLC—Liza Goldberg, Max Xuan, Kat Graf, 
Anna Beidelman, and Aliza Saunders—dis-
cussing topics such as mandatory communi-
ty service, risk taking, and mangroves. In the 
weeks leading up to SLC, these six presenters 

Students Lead and Listen at Learning Conference
by Aliza Saunders
Editor-in-Chief

         Although World’s ends the competition sea-
son for this year, the team is not yet done work-
ing and competing: “We have off-season com-
petitions the following year that use this year’s 
game, but are not official events,” Guo said. 
         Looking even further ahead, Mr. Lidard’s 
vision for the team extends even farther than 
any one competition or any on. “For the team, 
we are hoping to create a toolbox of skills where 
we have the know-how to create different drives, 
different mechanisms, different grabbers, differ-
ent climbers, you name it,” he said. “We want 
all that to come together to create not only a 
well-rounded robot, but a well-rounded group 
of students as well. We want to get as many dif-
ferent people involved in order to have a small 
community within this larger community of 
Atholton High School.”

rehearsed their 25-minute-long presentations to 
fellow IR and IM students, as well as to G/T Re-
search Teacher Mrs. Burns. 
     “I think that the Student Learning Confer-
ence really lets students see the diversity of this 
program and that you can be a gifted activist, or 
politician, or surgeon, or engineer,” Mrs. Burns 
said. “I think we tend to put a lot of G/T kids in a 
box of engineering and medicine, so this confer-
ence is really an opportunity to see that students 
can be gifted in a lot of areas.”
     Sophomore Liza Goldberg, who interns at 
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, has been 
researching the use of satellite imagery to create 
a warning system to detect mangrove vulner-
ability. For Goldberg, the best part of SLC was 
being able to present her research to her peers in 
a relaxed environment and hear their feedback. 
     “She is really doing something that very few 
students are doing: the fact that she has been 
able to produce research that has caught the at-
tention of The Washington Post and NASA and 
been selected to speak at a Google conference 
and a variety of conferences as a 10th grader,” 
Mrs. Burns said. “She embodies what it means 
to be truly gifted and passionate about some-
thing.”
     Kat Graf, a senior and presenter at SLC, dis-
cussed her research on narrative framing and 
Prospect Theory, which examines how people 
make decisions when confronted with a risk and 
how these decisions can be predicted and bet-
ter understood. “I focused more on the results 
and how it can contribute to the world, so not 
just ‘this is how we can affect one’s decision’ but 
‘how can we apply this to terrorism’ or ‘how can 
we apply this to warfare,’” Graf said. “I tried to 
make it as interesting as possible and make peo-
ple think in a way that they don’t normally do.” 
     Graf, who is interested in chemistry, loved 

listening to the other presentations, such as 
those on food shortages in developing coun-
tries, making homemade soap, and calculat-
ing the amount of water on the moon. “I’ve 
never really seen that sort of optimism and 
passion, so it was really great being able to see 
other people who are doing great things and 
care about it,” Graf said. 
     Not only does SLC cherish this original re-
search, but it also showcases the artistic talent 
of G/T students through a concluding pro-
gram of 13 performances. One student sang 
“Rise Up,” another student read her original 
poetry, and another played his saxophone. 
The All County Improv group closed out the 
day with their quick-witted humour, with 
Atholton students Thomas Finegar and Jack 
Pazulski participating. 
     “The beautiful thing about the All County 
Improv group is that it takes a skill that I’ve 
learned from Atholton and combines me and 
another student from Atholton, Jack Pazulski, 
with other students from all over the coun-
ty,” senior Finegar said. “We get to meet new 
people, understand different groups, and get a 
better understanding of improv.”
     Whether students attend SLC to present 
their own research, learn about their peer’s 
work, or participate in the performance sec-
tion, this annual conference showcases the 
year-long endeavours and passions of G/T 
students across the county. 
     “Each year, I am amazed at the breadth 
and depth of our students’ research,” Ms. 
Blum said. “My greatest hope for the SLC and 
for the G/T Research Program as a whole is 
that we will continue to offer these amazing 
opportunities in which students may explore 
their passions and contribute to the greater 
community.”

Photo Courtesy of Heather Farnan
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It is the goal of The Raider Review 
staff to report all important subjects 
in a journalistic fashion. Above all, 
we strive to recognize all points of 
view and hear every voice. It is our 
policy to accept written opinions 
from readers to be printed in the 
Opinions section of the paper. 
Letters must be signed, but names 
may be withheld upon request. 
Letters may be submitted to any 
newspaper staff member or placed in 
Mr. Vennard’s mailbox in the front 
office. Except for clearly marked 
staff editorials, the articles appearing 
in the Opinions section do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of The Raider 
Review or Atholton High School, 
but rather those of the individual 

Thank you for reading The Raider Review

10. Every Friday becomes senior skip day
9. Mrs. Sauers knows your first and last name
8. When you can sing the A B C’s with your 
grades
7. “I’m just gonna take the L”
6. Always asking the person next to you for a 
piece of paper
5. Not bringing your backpack into the house 
after school
4. Watching an entire Netflix series during a 
school day
3. Using up every pass in your agenda book 
2. Not even reading Sparknotes
1. Only coming up with nine things for the Top 
Ten

Created by: Peter Shin

Across:
1. Phrenology, telekinesis and astral 
projection
9.  Home of food courts and kiosks
12. You and me
13. Grew up
14. Water barrier around castle
16. The sixth album by Common
17. The first state in USA
18. Statistical category in basketball
19. Mechanical model of solar system
22. Echelon
23. Crop in Things Fall Apart
25. Multiple spots in the desert where 
water is found
27. Main character in Kung Fu Panda
28. Omnipresent, adv.
31. Unexploded ordnance (acronym) 
32. Song by Bruno Mars and Cardi B
35. Common activity for seniors to do 
in class
37. NYC’s other baseball team
40. Hawaiian flower necklace
42. Batman and Robin are the 
dynamic ___
43. The rank of ‘Supreme General’
45. One of our Editors In Chief
46. Five branches of this in U.S.
48. Hebrew name for joyful, the other
 editor in chief
49. Pasta dish

Figure 3.7E

Stay Up to Date!
Twitter: @atown_wire

Instagram: @ahsraiderreivew
Snapchat: @TheRaiderReview

FaceBook: Raider Review
Website: ahsraiderreview.com

Contact us at:
atholtonraiderreview@gmail.con

Down:
1. Receptionist from The Office
2. A speech of praise
3. Clarence Darrow, Robert 
Kardashian, Atticus Finch e.g
4. …---...
5. Language learning technique
6. Kangaroo, supreme, and 
district e.g
7. Old
8. The first sentences in a news 
story
10. 8v/8ohms= 1 ___
11. City of Lakers, Dodgers, 
Angels and Clippers
15. ___ Raider
16. French for boyfriend
18. Protagonist of Great Expec-
tations
20. Murder weapon of Stephen 
King’s The Shining, ___ mallet
21. Contrast trigger word
24. Gold
26. Do re mi fa __ la
29. A group of individuals com-
bined to promote some com-
mon interest
30. Nazi code machine
32. Seasonal sickness with vac-
cines available
34. Spanish alcoholic beverage 
with chopped fruit
36. Left lane is known as the 
____ lane
38.  Red Robin, ___ !
39. See Figure 3.7E
41. This western state is going 
to sink soon
44. ___ cloth, Gladiator outfit
45. Certified Public Accountant
47. Where To Kill A Mocking-
bird took place
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