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Free Space: Atholton Staff Play RAID Bingo
by Isaiah Thaxton
Section Editor

by Chera Yoon
Editor-in-Chief

   Mid-October of this year, County Executive 
Calvin Ball announced major updates to the 
Howard County Forest Conservation Act, aim-
ing to comply with state law and strengthen en-
vironmental regulation. This legislation, other-
wise referred to as County Bill 62, was passed 
during the county council’s legislative session 
on December 2nd. 
   The Maryland Forest Conservation Act was 
enacted in 1991 to minimize the loss of forest 
resources during land development. The state 
law establishes the minimum parameters, al-
lowing for local jurisdictions to either adopt or 
do beyond what the state has done. 
   Updates to the county’s Forest Conservation 
Act include increased replanting obligations, 
improved stewardship of the Green Infrastruc-
ture Network (GIN), and added new site design 
requirements. “Under the state law, for every 
acre of trees you cut down in your develop-
ment, you have to replant a quarter of an acre. 
We don’t think that’s anywhere near enough. So 
what we said was, for every acre of trees you 
cut down, you have to replant an acre of trees,” 
said Howard County Director of Office Com-
munity Sustainability Joshua Feldmark. 
   The county council held a public hearing on 
November 18th, allowing school children and 
community members to testify in support or 
opposition of legislation in session. Among tes-
tifiers were Atholton seniors Chloe Shader and 
Bella Saunders, who represented the school’s 
Be the Change Club. 
   Shader and Saunders spoke in support of 
the enactment of a new version of the Forest 
Conservation Act in their testimony. “We often 
talk about Howard County being a model for 
success, equity, and community. However, we 
require a healthy environment to support these 
ideals. The people in our county deserve the 
opportunity to fight for the issues that matter 
most to them,” Saunders said. “We deserve the 

Howard County Takes Environmental Action
New Policies Include Forest Conservation Act Update, Countywide Fee on Disposable Bags
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County Executive Calvin Ball unveils Forest Conservation Act update.
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A student testifies before the County Council in support of a 5-cent fee for plastic bags.

opportunity to play outside and not live in fear 
that our future children won’t have the opportu-
nity to do the same.” 
   Saunders recently became aware of the For-
est Conservation Act through her internship and 
has since become in support of it. “One of the 
benefits of [Be the Change Club] is that we are 
not a one-issue club. We really work to reflect 
the current political and social landscape. The 
urgency of climate change has become appar-
ent in recent months, and due to the inaction of 
leaders in our national government, it is now 
even more essential to call upon our local of-
ficials. Howard County, with its affluence, can 
use that status to be a model for climate justice. 
I think that is a great first step,” she said. 
   Other environmental legislation has also since 
been passed by the county council, including a 
resolution to increase Forest Conservation fees-
in-lieu (CR142-2019) and an act to require a fee 
on plastic bags (CB64-2019). 
   Iris Zhan, a sophomore at River Hill High 
School, expressed her support for the act to 
instate a 5 cent fee on disposable bags when 
she testified in the public hearing. “You have 
already heard all the scary statistics about plas-
tics, but I just wanted to say that by 2050, there 
will be more plastic than fish. I don’t want my 
future to become a dystopian novel reality of a 
world trashed with toxic plastic. I will turn 16 
on Wednesday, and all I want for my birthday is 
a sustainable future I can look forward to.”
   An optimal combination of activism by com-
munity members and legislative action by local 
government officials gives a reason to hope, 
amidst the seemingly perpetual news on aggra-
vated global climate issues. 
   Saunders offered a positive note of reflection. 
“By committing to protecting our forests, re-
planting trees within the same watershed, rais-
ing the cost and maximum deforestation limit 
for developers, and decreasing our dependence 
on single-use plastic, we can continue to sustain 
our thriving city and a safe, healthy community 
for ourselves, our families, and our future,” she 
said.

      If you’ve seen your teachers at 
a sporting event or eating lunch with 
you, odds are they’re filling out the 
boxes on their new RAID Bingo 
Board. RAID Bingo is a new initia-
tive created by Mr. Motley to get the 
Atholton staff more involved in the 
Atholton Community. 
      At the beginning of the school year, 
teachers were given a “R.A.I.D.” 
Bingo board. After a semester (two 
quarters) has 
passed, each 
teacher will 
get a new bin-
go board with 
new things to 
accomplish. 
All the boxes 
on the board 
c o r r e s pond 
to Atholton’s Values: Establishing 
Relationships, Achievement, Show-
ing Integrity, and Valuing Diversity. 
Hence the name “R.A.I.D Bingo.”
      “Staff bingo is an incentive the 
professional learning committee 
came up with to engage the staff with 
the school as a whole and the com-
munity with an effort to get more 
staff members involved and grow the 
Atholton community with the staff,” 
said English teacher Ms. Emily Dal-

ton, the leader of this project. The 
staff has had their bingo boards for 
three months and many teachers are 
participating, but there’s always room 
for improvement. “I love the fact that 
there are teachers participating, but 
I wish there was more staff engage-
ment because I’d want the staff to feel 
more engaged and connected to the 
community,” said Ms. Dalton.
      Mr. Benjamin Schmitz also be-
lieves that staff bingo is a great way 
for the staff to be more involved 
with the school. “It's a great idea to 
increase staff engagement,” he said. 
Mr. Schmitz also went on to say that 

his favorite 
thing on the 
bingo board 
was shouting 
out a staff 
member on 
the announce-
ments and 
“that there are 
staff potluck 

breakfasts that happen; getting the 
staff involved with that is probably 
one of my favorite tasks” 
      Even though the staff has only 
had the bingo boards for about three 
months, one staff member has al-
ready won the Grand Prize: Ms. 
Krista Bopst. Her prize was getting 
to park in Mr. Motley’s parking spot 
for a month and customized Atholton 
spirit wear. Ms. Bopst said “[staff 
bingo] was a great way for me to do 

things that I don’t normally do.” 
      Ms. Bopst mentioned that her 
favorite spot on the bingo board was 
getting a selfie with Dr. Martinarano. 
“I was like how in the world am I go-
ing to get a selfie, so I emailed him,” 
she said. To her surprise, Dr. Martina-
rano came to the school, brought the 
social studies department donuts, and 
of course took the selfie. 
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Howard County Council members listen to testimonies at a public hearing. 

      Besides the grand prize, there are 
many different prizes that teachers 
can win, ranging from getting to park 
in Mr. Motley’s parking spot for a 
month to gift cards. If a teacher com-
pletes a complex bingo pattern, they 
win the grand prize. The grand prize 
includes one of three options: park-
ing in Mr. Motley’s parking spot for 
a month, personalized Atholton Spirit 

“Staff bingo is an incentive 
the professional learning 
committee came up with to 
engage the staff with the 

school as a whole.”

wear, or a luncheon. If a staff member 
gets bingo, they will get to participate 
in a luncheon. Staff members who 
don’t get bingo, but get four boxes 
will have their names put in a raffle 
to win a prize. 
       “I think it’s a lot of fun,” Mr. 
Schmitz said,  “I think engagement 
[in the Atholton community] is high-
er, which is great.”
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NEHS Coffeehouse, A Great Place to Espresso Yourself

Naomi Washington
Section Editor

     Approximately two hundred and fifty books were donated to 
the National English Honor Society book drive by students and 
staff at Atholton. Almost all were displayed at the fifth annual 
NEHS Coffeehouse along with some scrumptious treats for the 
guests. 
     On Tuesday, November 19, the National English Honor 
Society held its induction ceremony that doubled as a coffee-

house event for student performers to 
participate in. The event took place in 
Atholton’s media center at 6 pm.
     The inductee’s consisted of twen-
ty-four sophomores and juniors that 
were hand-selected by the English 
Department for their passion and ex-
cellence in the subject. 
     “The National English Honor So-
ciety is the most pivotal way at our 
school to be honored for your English 
achievement and I think that with hard 
work, should come celebration,” said 
senior and president of NEHS Bella 
Saunders. “It’s a nice formal, yet ca-
sual and open way to celebrate that.” 
     Similar to other honor societies at 
Atholton, the National English Honor 
Society is a nation-wide organization 
that encourages its members to be 
leaders and inspire others with their 
love for English through service. Each 
student is unique due to their various 
styles of writing and special writing 
strengths. Some do poetry, others pre-
fer literary essays. The one thing they 
all share is their taste for English writ-
ing and literature.
     The organization regularly hosts 
a writing lab for any student to go 
receive help with any English assign-
ment. This takes place the fourth raid-
er time of each month in the sponsor 
Ms. Jennifer Dalrymple’s room, 
C153. 
     New inductee and junior, Daniel Etcheberrigaray was excited 
to know he could begin tutoring others in English now. “If you 
can teach someone how to do something,” said Etcheberrigaray. 

“It will only improve your own knowl-
edge on that subject.” 
     The ceremony audience consisted of 
supportive parents and friends. Each in-
ductee’s name was called and then they 
walked to the front to sign their signa-
ture on the official new member list. 
“We really want to appreciate the people 
who have done the work and who have 
met that very high standard,” said Ms. 
Dalrymple. 
     Following the ceremony, student 
performers had the opportunity to share 
their talent. There were performanc-
es from the Ahi-Tuna improv group 
and singers, Joelle Popa and Anastasia 
Mantizari. Popa expressed that at first, 
due to the number of people, “it was 
nerve-wracking” but once things felt 
more comfortable she was just “jam-
ming out.” 
     The performance coffeehouse and the 
NEHS induction used to be separate, but 
in the past few years, they joined togeth-
er to make one conjoined event.  
     NEHS plans to donate the books that 
were donated to their drive to an elemen-
tary school in the area. With this, they 
hope to pair with the school to possibly 
create a sister school program where 
they can mentor or tutor younger stu-
dents.

     So, what is your favorite book? Think 
about it for a second. Whether you an-

swer with Dr. Suess’ Green Eggs and Ham or Shakespeare’s 
play Hamlet, it’s no secret that there is a novel out there for 
everyone. Get comfy, block out all the distractions around, and 
start reading!

Morgan State Welcomes Atholton BSU
Abideen Jallow
Staff Reporter

     All aboard the bus everybody! Get ready 
to take a tour on the Morgan State University 
campus, a field trip that walks students through 
the suburban lifestyle of northeast Baltimore. 
     Growing the future, leading the world: this 
is a saying Morgan State lives by when describ-
ing their widespread university. Morgan’s cam-
pus in northeast Baltimore provides easy ac-
cess to all the good things the city has to offer: 
world-class museums, great jazz clubs, ethnic 
festivals, fabulous restaurants, and shopping 
and sightseeing at the Inner Harbor. 
     Morgan State University features several tall 
buildings that contain the vast amount of class-
es the college has to offer. There are bridges 
that cross right over the main roads of the in-
ner city. As you venture throughout the campus 
you are exposed to the open space where there 
are walkways to different destinations. Many 
students even use scooters as transportation to 
get around a whole lot faster. 
     “I thought the Morgan State field trip was 
beneficial because even if it’s not a college 
someone wants to go to, it allowed the students to experience 
life as a freshman in college,” said junior Naomi Washington, 
the Black Student Union Vice President. Students walked to 
various sites on the campus where classes were held, recre-

ational activities took place, and studying areas. 
     They offer more than a hundred academic programs ranging 
from degrees from the baccalaureate to the doctorate.“I would 
apply to Morgan State because they have a lot of different pro-

grams-- I feel would benefit me if I ever decide 
to go there and I feel as though the professors 
are for the students’ success,” said junior Ze-
naida Modeste, the BSU Secretary. The tour 
guide established that professors keep up with 
their students whether it be by email, call, or 
text. 
     The University has a comprehensive un-
dergraduate curriculum with more specialized 
offerings at the master’s and doctoral levels. 
Morgan State traditionally has placed a strong 
emphasis on the arts and sciences at the under-
graduate level and on the preparation of stu-
dents for advanced study. In addition, it offers 
a variety of programs in professional fields, 
including engineering, business, teacher edu-
cation, architecture, hospitality management 
and social work.
     The college visit seemed to be enjoyable 
for the many students who attended. “All the 
students that went on the trip were able to ex-
perience what it’s like to be at an HBCU and 
witness the African American culture,” said 
senior Mycah Brown, the BSU President. In 
many fields, Morgan State accounts for large 
percentages of degrees received by Afri-
can-Americans from Maryland institutions.

     Overall, attending Morgan State would supply opportunities 
for internships, community projects, and other off-campus expe-
riences in the city allowing students to earn money while still in 
school. There’s no way someone would turn this down. 

Christina Zhang signs the NEHS pledge for her induction.
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     She is the second woman to have ever sat on the United States 
Supreme Court bench. She headed the Women’s Rights Project 
on behalf of the American Civil Liberties Union. She was Co-
lumbia Law School’s first tenured female teacher. She has spent 
her entire life fighting to eliminate gender-based stereotyping 
in legislation and regulations. A woman of many talents and 
strengths, Ruth Bader Ginsburg is one of the most influential and 
inspiring women of the 21st century.  
     One determined student from Atholton got the exciting chance 
to meet the notorious RBG. Sophomore Sophia Monsalvo, an 
aspiring politician herself, jumped at the opportunity to meet the 
legendary figure. “I want to go into politics, so the opportunity 
was perfect,” Monalso said. “I was super interested in meeting 

her because I love law, and I love arguing and politics. They’re 
just awesome.”
     After writing an essay detailing why diversity is important 
in the legislative and judicial branch, Monsalvo was selected to 
meet Ruth Bader Ginsburg, along with forty or so other students 
from all over the East Coast.  
     “It was really cool,” Monsalvo said, regarding the experience. 
“We had the official Supreme Court Tour. There were no pictures 
allowed. It was very official. [It] was nothing like Congress, be-
cause with Congress, you just walk right in. [Justice Ginsburg] 
was super busy so we had to wait a little bit. She finally came in, 
and we all got to take a group photo with her. When we took the 
picture, I was standing above her, and it was so crazy. I just kept 
thinking, ‘She’s right there.’”
     Monsalvo and the other participants got to spend nearly half an 
hour talking to Ginsburg. She spoke to the group about the histo-

ry of the West Conference Room and the history of the Supreme 
Court, before diving into a brief question-and-answer segment 
in which five lucky students got to question Ginsburg about her 
life leading up to sitting on the bench of the Supreme Court.   
     “She has this presence about her. She’s very very small, but 
has this calming, strong presence,” Monsalvo continued, “Actu-
ally being able to see her was crazy. She’s an inspiration. When 
I was telling people about meeting her, they were like ‘Who’s 
that?’ And I was like, ‘How do you not know?’ I definitely be-
came more inspired, just to meet someone who created that rev-
olutionary path for so many women and minorities. It inspired 
me a lot to want to accomplish my dreams and know that people 
before me have faced discrimination and that it’s a lot better 
now, so this is one of the most perfect times in history to want to 
go in to a position of power.”
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Ruth Bader Ginsburg: 
Alex Gardner
Section Editor

How an Atholton Student 
Met a Supreme Woman
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Joelle Popa singing at the Coffeehouse.



The Support Education Foundation is proud to provide scholarships to students who 
strive to further their education and professional development awards to educators who 
have made a difference by positively impacting student success. 

High school seniors
n   $3,000 Dorothy Marvil Scholarship

n   $3,000 Rosemary Brinkley Business  
 and Finance Scholarship

Community college students
n   $3,000 Community College Scholarship

Public school and community  
college educators
n   $1,000 Maurice Erly Professional  

 Development Award

Scholarships and Awards

Learn more 
Visit SupportEducation.org for more information and complete 
eligibility requirements. Applications are due by April 1, 2020.
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ROLE PLAYING CLUB
         He rolled the dice across the table. 19 of its 20 sides could be the death of his character—but Lady 
Luck seemed to be on his side. The dice landed on that perfect 20 that he needed to kill the dragon and 
survive the battle. He could feel the swing of his character’s sword as if it were a real cut through the 
dragon’s head. He gathered the loot, flashing a grin at his shocked friends.
       The Role Playing Club is a club that inspires imagination, adventure, and creativity. Role playing 
groups can be centered around many types of role playing games. Among them is the widely known game 
Dungeons & Dragons, or D&D.  D&D was first created by Gary Gygax and Dave Arneson in 1972 in order 
to personalize the massive battles of fantasy war games. D&D has spread in popularity and now occupies 
interest in many school groups. Everyone can enjoy this wonderful game and experience the thrill of 
D&D.
       The Role Playing Club, sponsored by Atholton history and special education teacher Mr. Stephen 
Braun, meets Thursdays after school in the tutorial classrooms D157, F186, and F184. Mr. Braun first start-
ed the club several years ago, and it has grown significantly since then, in numbers and in fun. 
         Currently, there are four groups in the Role Playing Club. These groups are separated by the types 
of games they run, allowing diversity and intricacy among the games, or campaigns. Each group is dif-
ferent in their own way: two are doing a WW2 campaign, and the other two are doing fantasy campaigns, 
yet each is unique in its own way. “Not all RPG games are based on fantasy, it’s not just  Dungeons and 
Dragons,” says Atholton junior Robert Boone, one of the members of Mr. Braun’s group.
           Being a Dungeon Master is no easy task. They have to set up a whole story with many events based on 
what the players do which can sometimes lead to millions of possibilities. “Sometimes you have a group 
of people who understand the story and are really into the game,” said Atholton senior Rachel Kaschak, 
one of the three DM’s in the club. “Other times people don’t know the rules well enough or just want to 
go off in any direction and disregard the story.”  
           However, it is up to students to decide whether or not they want to take the chance and join the Role 
Playing Club. At the end of the day, joining the Role Playing Club is just a roll away.

By Gabriel Giraud
Staff Reporter

Combat World Hunger 
With Feed the FutureBy
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         In Maryland alone, 650,200 people are struggling with hunger. But the Feed the Future Club is helping 
them in their fight against it. 
       Feed the Future is a club that focuses its efforts on helping the community through volunteering at 
various food-related events. You might have heard of them through their annual food drives where they 
collect cans of food and donate them to the Howard County Food Bank. But the club does much more than 
that: they also volunteer at the food pantry, Moveable Feast, and the Ronald McDonald House where they 
provide food for those who need it. Feed the Future is the perfect club to join if you enjoy food and com-
munity service. It is also an easy club to get involved in. 
       “It’s really fun,” said senior and member of the club’s executive board Tiffany Dong. “We don’t have a 
lot of meetings so it’s pretty low commitment. It’s really up to you: you get to choose when to go to these 
events. It’s based on your schedule.”
      Not only does the club help those in need, but it also promotes good character in volunteers. Tiffany 
says that Feed the Future has really helped her become “more outgoing and more comfortable” with com-
municating with others. Ms. Razik, the sponsor of Feed the Future, has been able to see the club and its 
members grow into what it is today. “It was just very refreshing and motivating,” Ms. Razik said, “when I 
saw the enthusiasm of students who wanted to help others...just how they all came together. Their hard 
work, their diligence, it was very inspiring.” 
       Despite some challenges, Feed the Future still strives to do their best in supporting the community 
and fight against hunger. During one of their annual food drives, according to Ms. Razik, they “collected 
the most cans for the food bank than any other high school,” proving they are serious about making a 
valuable impact on the community. They are also throwing a cookie decorating event for their members so 
that they can have a little fun and enjoy themselves. Regardless of one’s grade level or interests, if coming 
together for the same common purpose of helping others while having some fun is one’s calling, then Feed 
the Future is the place to go.

Say Cheese For PhotographY
By Quinton Townsend
Staff Reporter
        Photography is a way to express art. With a snap of a camera, a moment is captured and trapped on pa-
per, but how do you take a perfect shot? How can someone express their feelings with images from their life?
         The Photo Club is a place where up and coming photographers can meet up and learn how to take pic-
tures to capture moments that will last a lifetime. The members of the club have a wide range of skills, all 
teaching each other various tactics and techniques. It is an exciting place to hang out with fellow photogra-
phers and learn how to take photos like a professional
The Photo Club is run by Atholton junior Joe Hobbs and sponsored by Mr. Mackechnie, an English teacher at 
Atholton. The club started when Joe “was interested in photography and wanted to start a club where other 
students who were interested could come and they could discuss photography,” according to Mr. Mackech-
nie. Joe Hobbs started the club two years ago with the help of Mr. Mackechnie. 
       “The main purpose of the Photo Club is to bring together people who love taking photos and have them 
show their ability in our club. We go on trips occasionally to show their abilities outside,” said Hobbs. In the 
past, the club have taken pictures at the Homecoming pep rally, Atholton sporting events, dance concerts, 
and other large school events to show off their picture taking skills. It was important to Hobbs that the club 
was open to everyone since Atholton “[did not] have a club and only specific people could participate in the 
[photo] class due to their schedule.” 
       The club also focuses on practicing different picture-taking techniques. “A couple methods we try are to 
shoot from high up and low down and get different angles,” said Hobbs. “So while you typically take a photo 
from your eye level, because that’s what your seeing, we want to try making people use different angles.” The 
meetings start out with some photo-related jokes, and then transition into discussing their photos.
 The Photo Club meets on Wednesdays after school in Mr. Mackechnie’s room, room C115, for those 
who are interested. 

TOuch Down-Loading 
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        Last year, 111.3 million people watched the Super Bowl. Over 200 million people watched the League of Leg-
ends World Championship, which was hosted from Oct 1 to Nov 3 in South Korea. Every Tuesday and Thursday 
until 4p.m., the Atholton e-Sports club plays League of legends and Super Smash Bros Ultimate in room E171. 
League of Legends is a Multiplayer Online Battle Arena game by Riot Games where players will play as legends, 
of which there are 145 as of September 29, 2019.  On the other end of the spectrum, Super Smash Brothers is a 
fighting game series by Nintendo where players choose over 80 esteemed video game characters to duke it out.
      Mr. Cramer, the teacher who runs the club, says his favorite aspect of being the sponsor is playing League 
with the club. “League of Legends is a game I’ve played since its inception. There were students who were in-
terested in my classes, so they asked me to run the club, and it is also something I see as a growing field at the 
college level. A lot of colleges have e-sports programs and I’ll eventually see it trickle down to the high school 
level,” he added. 
      Rocket League is a soccer game where you play as cars, made by Psyonix. Mr. Cramer was thinking about 
having a team try to play for nationals for Rocket League.  The club has also been trying to get into nationals 
for League of Legends for years now. According to Mr. Cramer, the team has always, “been the middle of the 
pack.” The team was just under the placement needed to get into nationals every single time. Mr. Cramer and 
the students are trying again this year to hopefully get into nationals.
      Atholton senior Lucas Baglioni’s favorite thing about the club is the people. The club started three and a half 
years ago when Mr. Cramer and some of his students were talking about League of Legends, and Mr. Cramer 
mentioned he used to run a club at his previous school. Mr. Cramer mentioned how the first year had the best 
turnout of students, and the numbers have been getting smaller since. This year did have a bigger number 
than last year, but a good amount of the new members are playing Super Smash Brothers instead of League of 
Legends.

Leadership in Sports: 
LettermAN  Club
          “The Letterman Club is built for students that have good leadership skills. The club aims to better 
the community through service all while serving as a voice for student athletes,” said junior Molly Flynn. 
Molly has been a part of the Letterman Club here at Atholton for two years, since her freshman year.
          The Letterman Club was created at Penn State University in 1980 when the Football’s Letterman 
Club began. Since then, other colleges and high schools across the country have adopted their own ver-
sion of the Letterman Club. Here at Atholton, the Letterman Club works to better the school by repre-
senting the student body in order to improve how the athletic programs run at school. “We try to unify 
the school with the different projects that we do-- for example, food drives and walks to raise money,” 
said Flynn.
          The Letterman Club has been at Atholton for nine years and only gets better every year. The club 
meets two to three times a month on Wednesdays during Raider Time. At these meetings, members dis-
cuss any current upcoming events set to occur such as pep rallies, community service events, and ban-
quets. Each member of the club comes from a different sports team here at Atholton. The club sponsor 
Mr. Senesi, who is also the Athletic Director here at Atholton, said that some of the goals for the club this 
year are to be more involved in the community alongside school-centered activities as well. Senesi said, 
“In the past, we have done different community walks; however, we haven’t had much participation from 
our student athletes. So one of the main goals is to get our student athletes more involved in community 
services, statewide as well as nationwide.” An idea that they are going to work on this year is partnering 
with other schools in Maryland that also have a Letterman club to participate in county and statewide 
events.
          “This year we’re working on increasing student involvement through athletic events and we’re 
working on new community service projects such as collecting canned foods, partnering with elementa-
ry schools for tutoring after school, and helping out during the holiday seasons with families that might 
need the extra support,” said Mr. Senisi. It’s looking like a bright year for the club and it is not too late to 
join. Talk to a sports coach or Mr. Senesi to join. There is always room for improvement and change in 
the school and community--we just need the leaders to do it.

By Zenaida Modeste
Staff Reporter

Tackling Computer 
Science  Bit By Bit

       As the computers booted up, eager fingers glided across the keyboards. Everyone pushed them-
selves, straining their brains to do more to create “a new way to solve problems.” According to senior 
Daniel Rapp, “It makes you an overall better problem solver.” The Computer Science Club is a group 
with a mission to further the knowledge of students in computer science. The club is sponsored by Ms. 
Kelly, one of the media center specialists. Over the years, the original cybersecurity club and computer 
science club combined together into the Computer Science Club it is today.
    The club needed a new leader. “Daniel Rapp has been in the club since he was a freshman but he 
wasn’t sure if he wanted to take on that role [of president]. He then recruited [senior] Nilo Rivera,” said 
Ms. Kelly. The two became the new co-presidents as of this year. Their first step was to meet up to for-
malize their plans concerning their meeting dates, the lessons, and events for the year. 
    The club currently has a total of 13 members with the potential for growth. Due to tough scheduling, 
the club is typically only held once or twice a month. Meetings are held in room B125 and are open to 
all students that are eager to learn about computer science. “The first meeting [which was held on No-
vember 4th] was just an introduction to us and what we plan to do. Then, we started our lesson on basic 
Python coding,” recapped Rapp.
    They plan to continue doing exercises on Python coding and programming competitions between 
their members during club meetings. To make the competition as fair as possible, Rapp explained 
there will be “advanced challenges for people who know what they are doing and the main ones will be 
based on the python lessons learned so far [for others].”
    You may have trouble trying to byte down on the idea of joining the computer science club, but get 
with the program and join them! 

HOOKED ON THE FISHING CLUB
By Andrew Bradley

Staff Reporter
         There are multiple clubs at Atholton, but there is no club as fishy as Atholton’s 
Fishing club. Two Wednesdays of every month during Raider Time, the Atholton Fish-
ing Club meets to discuss anything that pertains to fishing. “We try to plan fishing 
outings to have them twice a month and then we also have meetings during Raider 
Time,” said David Esquiveo, President of Fishing Club. The club currently stands at 12 
members and they are accepting new members. 
          When they’re not fishing, the club has “informational type of meetings,” said Club 
Vice President Ryan Hernandez. Members discuss what fish they have caught recently, 
like bass and panfish, and they learn about fishing techniques to include beginners and 
help them get involved. They discuss things like their personal bait and rods, sponsor 
information, and strategies for their next fishing trips, as well as planning where they 
want to fish next, like Centennial Lake or Lake Elkhorn. Additionally, they plan for their 
club’s future.
        “In 2020 we want to try and expand our club and reach into different tourna-
ments with other schools in the county,” said Esquiveo. Some of the other schools in 
the county like Mount Hebron and River Hill also have a fishing club that they want to 
get in touch with to create a local tournament.
          The club has drawings for gift cards from their sponsors, Lew’s Fishing Company 
from  the Gulf Coast of Alabama, And Chick-Fil-A local fast food chain with multiple 
contributions to support the club and give members a reward for their hard work. You 
can win gift cards to places like Chick Fil A or Dunkin’ Donuts.
          Anyone can sign up to become a fisher, just cast yourself over to Atholton’s Fishing 
Club today.
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    This is for all the girls out there that are looking for a club 
to join, and just haven't found the right one. Why not join Sis-
ter-to-Sister? 
     Sister to Sister is a club for girls that want to be able to grow, 
not only as a student, but also as a woman. Sister-to-Sister fo-
cuses on teaching important life skills while helping sophomore, 
junior, and senior girls, as well as girls that have transferred to 
Atholton from other schools. Sister-to-Sister helps students earn 
service hours, connect with the community, discuss problems, 
build relationships, mature as a person, and learn how to be suc-
cessful in the real world. 
      Sister-to-Sister has been an active club for fifteen years. It was 
originally started by four girls who wanted to help young girls 
advance through their high school lives while moving through 
their life problems. 

Kyleigh Eaton
Staff Reporter

Sisterhood and Solutions with Sister-to-Sister    

Raymond Brown
Staff Reporter

    While senior Jonathan Watkins was in summer school, he got 
an idea. An idea that would later turn into a club and a move-
ment, known as Showluv. 
    Showluv is a club that Watkins started this year with a goal 
to spread positivity both in the school and community. You can 
“showluv” in a multitude of ways. Watkins shows love through 
his job for Howard County Recreation and Parks as a flag foot-
ball referee. “I love seeing the kids smile, it means a lot to me, ” 
he said when asked what he likes about his job. Watkins is also 
a member of the JROTC program at the school, which helps the 
community in a variety of ways like public service.
    Vice President Noah Kindred said, “It starts with yourself. If 
you are positive and have good vibes then that will spread to the 
people around you, and eventually everyone will be showing 
love. Just talking to people could be showing love, if someone’s 
having a rough day and you talk to them that could change their 
day for the better.”

    The sight of rainbow buttons on backpacks and the sound of 
chatter soon filled up Ms. Sieble’s room on a Tuesday afternoon. 
Eager students took their seats, and diverted their attention to 
the presidents of the club, Atholton junior Andreas Johnson 
and sophomore Brayan Sanchez. This club is none other than 
Atholton’s very own Gender Sexuality Alliance, or GSA.
    “GSA [stands for] gender and sexuality alliance, which means 
that it’s a place where anybody can go to have a place in the 
school where they feel safe and where they feel supported by 
their peers,” Johnson said. Additionally, he emphasized that the 
club is for people who want to be included in something that is 
bigger than themselves.

Atholton’s Gender and Sexuality Alliance Celebrates Diversity 
Jaylynn Floyd
Staff Reporter

    GSA positively affects people by giving them a way to be “able 
to be themselves in a creative and acceptive environment,” ac-
cording to Sanchez. GSA simultaneously “gives them the chance 
to contribute and help their community,” by spreading LGBTQ+ 
awareness and creating a safe and open environment for those 
who need one.  
    One way that the club helps give back to the community is by 
giving a speech in the annual Bully Free Forever assembly. The 
BFF assembly speech this year is “going to be about Atholton’s 
LGBTQ+ community, and how we’re not really recognized for 
how many [LGBTQ+ people] there really are at Atholton.” John-
son added that it is important, “people realize that if you’re say-
ing something negative and bullying, that you could be talking 
about the person standing right next to you.” 
    In a typical club meeting, members participate in either a dis-

cussion about certain LGBTQ+ issues, or take part in a game. 
“Later this month we're going to be having a discussion about 
Trans Day of Remembrance,” said Johnson. It is stated at meet-
ings that members always have the option to not participate in a 
discussion if they are not comfortable with the topic.
    At the November 4th meeting, after discussing plans for the 
BFF assembly speech, everyone gathered around for a discus-
sion. The discussion topic that day was coming out of the closet 
and tension filled the room. Chairs turned to the center of the 
classroom, and Johnson began to speak on the topic and was 
followed by other members of the club. Discussion points range 
from anything like coming out to targeted bullying.
    Anyone can come and join GSA in Ms. Sieble’s room after-
school on Tuesdays. The club is always open to new people to 
come, join, and be a part of the Gender and Sexuality Alliance.

      The way Ms. Carr-Spence, the club sponsor, agreed to sup-
port the club is a little unorthodox. When initially asked to be the 
sponsor for Sister-to-Sister, Ms. Carr-Spence  actually tried to 
discourage the girls from starting the club. “Well actually, when 
I was asked I said no, because I thought that girls take care of 
themselves and they didn’t need anyone and only boys needed 
help. I actually ran the data...and I discovered that the girls had 
the lowest scores in Biology. I told the girls they had to get a 
mission statement. They had to have objectives. I was actually 
trying to discourage them because I really didn't think they need-
ed me,” she said. 
     However, after seeing the girls’ perseverance and hard work, 
the club got approved. Ms. Carr-Spence said that they “came 
back with a binder, a mission statement, objectives, activities, 
and then they went to the principle. That’s how we got our start.” 
Sister-to-Sister as of now currently has forty-two members and 
is still accepting more.
    Ms.Carr-Spence described the club as “family oriented.” The 
girls not only focus on their relationships but they also learn new 

skills.  For example, when talking about the goals the girls want 
to achieve this year, Ms. Carr-Spence said that the girls wanted 
her to focus on teaching them about financial literacy. Interest-
ingly enough, the meetings aren't always things they plan to talk 
about. Sometimes, the students will want to discuss a topic of 
curiosity or a real-world challenge to get a host of perspectives 
on how to deal with the problems they come across. 
    Sister-to-Sister also helps the members build better relation-
ships with friends and family, especially if they have had an 
ongoing issue with that particular classmate or family member. 
The girls discuss things that are going on in their personal lives, 
whether that be a bad test score, winning last night’s soccer game, 
or an annoying little brother who won’t stop bothering you when 
you’re rewatching the third season of The Office. Not one girl in 
this club gets left behind. 
    If you are looking for a club and want to focus on sisterhood, 
then Sister-to-Sister is the club for you. Sister-to-Sister meets ev-
ery Wednesday during Raider Time and Thursday after school in 
Ms.Carr-Spence’s room A104.

Say Yes To the Prom Dress With Atholton’s Own Becca’s Closet 
Chloe Sullivan
Staff Reporter

    The goal of the club is to spread love not only in school but 
also in the community. Recently, the club made peace cranes to 
show love to the Baltimore communities that have been and are 
still being impacted by gun violence. They then took the cranes 
to St. James Episcopal Church Lafayette Square and used them 
as part of the All Saints service to remember those who have died 
by gun violence in both Baltimore and Columbia.  “We’re just 
trying to show people that they’re not alone,” said club member 
Antonio Martinez said. The club also went over to grassroots 
and donated fifty sandwiches along with chips and water.
    To Kindred, showing love means “being there for your peers 
if they need help and keeping a positive mindset and vibe at all 
times.”  
    Club sponsor Ms. Howard said, “Showing love is all about 
encouraging in any way you can. To show love, you don’t have 
to know the person personally, it’s just letting them know you’re 
there for them for whatever need that they may have.”
    If you are interested in joining the club, Showluv meets We-
densdays during Raider Time in F182 Ms. Howard's room. If 
you cannot come during Raider Time, you can always talk to 
Jonathan Watkins or Ms. Howard to join.

Showluv is More Than Just a Club: It’s a Movement

Photo Courtesy of Jonathan Walkins 

       Finding the perfect prom dress is an ordeal. Looking through 
hundreds of dresses, having to try them all on, picking the one 
you want while pleasing your parents. The situation is even hard-
er when you can't afford the dress you want. 
Becca's Closet wants to help young girls find 
that perfect dress for free. 
       Becca's Closet is a national organization 
that started after the death of Rebecca Kirt-
man in August of 2003. Kirtman dedicated 
herself to providing dresses to girls at her 
school, and after her passing at age sixteen, 
her parents decided to take her efforts na-
tionwide. Ms. Bopst took up Atholton’s local 
chapter after another teacher stepped down 
from the position. “I saw how many girls 
were just very passionate about supporting 
other students and I was inspired by them. 
So when she stepped down, I wanted to make 
sure those kids were able to fulfill their pas-
sion, continue with their passion,” she said.
     That passion for supporting others can be 
found not only from the girls at Atholton, but 
also from people outside of our school. Dress 
donations and help come in from sororities, other Howard Coun-
ty schools, and--most notably-- large companies like Macy's and 
the Discovery Channel. According to Ms. Bopst, this support al-

lows them to collect around two hundred to four hundred dresses 
each year. Once all of the dresses are collected, they have their 
main give-away before prom. Girls from all over Maryland come 
and get their dresses, and the energy is described as “infectious”. 
       The day of the March 28th event includes racks full of all 
different kinds of dresses, hundreds of shoes, stylists, and tailors 
ready to help people find and alter their chosen dress and jewelry 
to match whatever selection you make.  
       “The community that is created in the couple of hours is 

worth the work, just the joy that you give to other people it's so 
powerful,” said Ms. Bopst. 
       Both Ms. Bopst and club leader Bella Saunders say that doing 
this kind of work has a profound impact on each of them. That 

impact can be seen prominently through Saunders, a senior who 
has been working with Becca's Closet since her sister brought 
her to a meeting freshman year. She's since climbed the ranks to 
become the club’s leader. She says that doing service with Bec-
ca's Closet has taught her management skills, interpersonal rela-
tions, and the importance of bringing happiness to others. When 
joining, she said she had the same misgivings most have about 
the group: "Why is this important? Why is this essential? But I 
think what I've come to understand, especially at the event when 

they make each girl receiving a dress feel so 
special, it's really important, and it's opened 
my eyes to the importance of making others 
feel good." 
       If you're thinking about joining Becca's 
Closet, want to donate, or wish to receive 
a dress, here are some things you should 
know. Becca's Closet is not just for giving to 
girls who can't afford a dress; the giveaway 
is open to everyone. However, if you don’t 
need a dress, donations are always appreciat-
ed, but make sure to donate age-appropriate 
and modern dresses to allow more opportuni-
ties for girls to find the perfect dress. Becca’s 
Closet meetings happen on an as-needed ba-
sis, so to learn more about the club, visit Mrs.
Bopst, Bella Saunders, or Layanne Khaskia, 
another club leader, for more information 
about ways you can volunteer. Most impor-

tantly, spread the word. Becca's Closet has received many do-
nations over the years, and it's our job as a community not only 
here at Atholton but throughout Maryland to make sure girls can 
enjoy a perfect prom, no matter their financial circumstances. 

Photo courtesy of Ms. Bopst 



FeaturesDecember 20, 2019 Page 7

     Duets were sung, improv acts left the au-
dience holding their sides laughing, and danc-
ers flew through the air. On Friday, December 
6th, the third annual Talent Show by the Class 
of 2021 Student Government Association was 
underway. 
     The Atholton Poms team started the show, 
which also had performances by freshman Ae-
ris Tepper who sang a cover of “Havana”, the 
Kazoo Crew who played P!NK’s “Just Give Me 
A Reason” on four kazoos and a drum kit, and 
a state-recognized gymnast team comprised of 
Elanor Chang, Kayla Vonder Haar, and Grace 
Vonder Haar. The show was closed out by 
Atholton High’s Improv troupe.
     Sol Roogow, a senior, provided the lighting, 
setting the mood for every act while sophomore 
Harrison Cohen kept the sound up and running 
through the whole event. Junior Yasmine Daoud 
directed each performance when it was their 
time, supported by the emcees, junior Robert 
Finegar, senior Maurice Mayo, and senior Cam-
eron Goodwin-Schoen, who introduced and sent 
off the acts with flair.
     Ms. Nicole Payne, the teacher in charge of the 
whole operation, restarted the Talent Show three 
years ago, when the Class of 2021 SGA suggest-
ed that they host such an event. The number of 
participants has grown steadily, from a dozen or 
so the first year to 18 people last year and more 

than 36 this year. “I do it to help my class, and 
also to stay involved in the Atholton commu-
nity,” Ms. Payne said. “I already do a lot, but 
it’s nice to see what students bring to the table.”
     The first place prize, a $50 gift card to 
Maggiano’s, went to the Senior Elite Trio with 
their acrobatic routine. Second place was tak-

Students Show Skills at Annual Talent Show
Kyle Tract
Staff Reporter

Raider of the Month: 
Newest AHS Initiative

    When the student body was asked to choose 
the core values that they believed best rep-
resented Atholton last spring, many weren’t 
sure about the purpose of setting an identity in 
four words. Since then, the values of Relation-
ships, Achievement, Integrity, and Diversity 
have been picked out to represent the Atholton 
community, and the administrative body has in 
fact gone a step further by introducing the new 
Student of the Month and Raider of the Month 
initiatives. 
     The program existed shortly before Princi-
pal Motley came to Atholton two years ago, and 
it was the Professional Learning Committee, a 
group of teachers that focuses on helping indi-
vidual students as well as communicating with 
teachers about students’ needs, that ultimately 
decided to renew the program. Every month, 
each of the hundred teachers on the school staff 
choose one Student of the Month based on who 
best exemplified that month’s core value-- the 
students are nominated based on their achieve-
ments in Relationships, Achievement, Integrity, 
and Diversity. The students chosen are then 
presented with a certificate and congratulated 

personally by the teacher who chose them. Stu-
dents who received nominations from several 
teachers, however, had a chance at receiving 
one of the few Raider of the Month awards, 
which involves a certificate and getting a pic-
ture taken that is to be displayed at the front of 
the school, not to mention a feature on the Raid-
erTime Review broadcast.
     “I think it was just created so that students 
have an incentive to do their best. You know, 
because you should always expect students to 
do their best, but that’s not always enough for 
everyone,” said senior Paige Cohen, one recipi-
ent of the Raider of the Month reward. She was 
nominated by Ms. Impeduglia as well as Ms. 
Pilcher, Ms. Kelly, and Ms. Koehnlein, since 
she aids in the media center. Since the theme 
she was nominated for was “Relationships”, the 
media specialists congratulated her on, in her 
words, being “really easy to work with-- I’m 
always putting in my best effort and trying to 
work with people.” 
     Among the other Raiders of the Month was 
junior Sophia Leschchyshn, who was nominat-
ed by Dr. Biele for “making people feel like 
they’re part of our community.” 
     “I thought I was in trouble,” said Leschchyshn 
when Dr. Biele pulled her out of class to tell 
her about her award. “She started talking about 
the kid who had sat next to me… she said she 

Gisele Chiang-Tenbrock
Section Editor

Gisele Chiang-Tenbrock//The Raider Review
AHS faculty gather to submit their students of the month.
appreciated how I made him feel welcome in 
class.”
     While the most recent theme was based on 
individual connections between students and 
staff, Principal Motley stresses that different 
months will offer opportunities for recogni-
tion for all different types of student character 
and skill sets. A nomination in the month of 
Achievement, for example, might be awarded 
to “our top kids or kids that have shown im-
provement.” There aren’t exact behaviors or 
GPAs that teachers are looking for-- it’s a mat-
ter of displaying a core value in a way that is 
honest and discernable. 

     What’s more is, the reward isn’t worth just 
recognition inside the Atholton community-- 
Principal Motley encouraged  recipients to 
mention of their awards on  their college appli-
cations as a show of character. “Let’s say you’re 
Raider of the Month for integrity… I mean, that 
says something.” And for the students who 
aren’t quite sure about this new initiative, he 
wants them to know: “Just give it a chance, you 
know. I mean Relationships, Achievement, In-
tegrity, and Diversity is what we all said we’re 
about, right? And so now let’s show if you are. 
I’m just looking forward to acknowledging stu-
dents for following through on those values.”

Photo coutesy of AHS Yearbook
en by sophomore Rowan Greenwalt with her 
rendition of “Aurora’s Birthday Variation”, 
while third place was won by sophomore Nyah 
Lampsone who played the ukulele while sing-
ing Chloe Morentino’s “Small”. 
     “I just like the adrenaline,” said Lampsone. 
“I like having an audience and just sharing,” 

added sophomore Sophia Monsalvo who per-
formed a rendition of “Don’t Watch Me Cry”. 
Anjali Pulim, who formed and headed the afore-
mentioned Kazoo Crew, said the show was “a 
really fun experience...we had a lot of fun with 
it and we hope the people watching did, too.”
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10. Scholastic Book Fairs
9. “FR E SH A VOCA DO”
8. Silly Bands
7. Poptropica
6. Justice
5. Beyblades
4. Owl City - “Fireflies” 
3. Rainbow Loom 
2. Carly Rae Jepsen - “Call 
Me Maybe”
1. Cool Math Games

ACROSS
1. A type of cream
5. Dried up leaf associated 
with soda
8. Multiple arrivals of 
something important
9. Funny
10. SNL’s style
12. Elementary, Middle, 
High
15. Skewered meat
18. Its solstice is on Dec. 
21
20. Advertisement songs
23. Most tired
25. Winter Break gives 
students a needed ____
26. Colored spot on ani-
mal’s wing; land mass in 
water
27. Tossin’ the ol’ ____

DOWN
1. Titanic or Republic, e.g.
2. Express Lane: 10 ____s or 
less
3. To prepare food in advance
4. Scramble to find the best 
ones when shopping
5. To cherish or prize
6. Associated with compare
7. Prefix for the mind
11. Single present adornment, 
2 words
13. They’re singing “Silent 
Night” or “God Rest Ye, 
Merry Gentlemen”
14. Huron or Tahoe
16. Activity associated with 
Netflix
17. Famed Scandinavian nat-
ural formation
19. What one does with those 
socks that are too small
21. Patrik of Winnipeg Jets
22. This has four stages, in-
cluding REM
24. Estrada or The Red 

T O P  T E N
             Things You Will Miss From the 2010s
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